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Women, children beaten in Bahrain— Amnesty 

LONDON (R) — Women and children as young as 
seven have been arrested, beaten and threatened during 
pro-democracy activities in B ahrain in the past 18 
months. Amnesty International said on Tuesday. The 
human rights group said in a report that for the first 
time m the history of Bahrain scores of women had 
been beaten for having joined in demonstrations or for 
trying to prevent the arrest of a male relative Some 
women have been arrested in order to deter other 
women from joining public protests and most were 
held incommunicado for up to two months before being 
released, usually without charge or trial, it said. ‘The 
arrest and beatings of these women were a cynical 
attempt by the government to stifle criticism and pres- 
sure the women to turn over their husbands, fathers and 
brothers to the authorities.” the Amnesty report said. 
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King calls on Parliament to safeguard national unity 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Tuesday sent a message to 
Lower House Speaker 
Sa’d Hayel Srour. in reply 
to a message the speaker 
sent to the King earlier on 
the day. 

The King stressed in his 
message to the speaker 
the need to foster national 
unity and criticised some 
writers who attempt to 
undermine national unity. 

King Hussein voiced 
appreciation to Mr. Srour 
and his colleagues, saying 
that a statement that the 


House made Tuesday 
reflected the deputies' 
patriotic feelings and their 
genuine interest in safe- 
guarding national unity 
(see story on page 3). 

King Hussein stressed 
that Jordan had always 
fostered and nurtured the 
values of brotherhood, tol- 
erance. cohesion and soli- 
darity among all its citi- 
zens. regardless of their 
birth places, ori gins , ideo- 
logical or political 
thoughts or beliefs. 

King Hussein said 
national unity was one of 


the sources of Jordan's 
strength and its ability to 
face up to the challenges 
and responsibilities. 

“I have said once and 
again that anyone who 
attempts to tamper with 
our sacred national unity 
will be my enemy for 
ever," the King said. 

“It is the duty of every 
single member of the Jor- 
danian family to stand 
firm against any attempts 
to tamper with national 
unity or distort Jordan’s 
bright image,” the King 
added. 


The King called for fos- 
tering and strengthening 
Jordan’s democratic 
march and protecting it 
against any attempts to 
obstruct or undermine it 
by utilising the spirit of 
tolerance and that have 
characterised the march of 
this country. 

“I have repeatedly 
affirmed that the freedom 
which we are talking 
about is responsible free- 
dom, and that pluralism is 
the one that adheres to the 
Constitution and to the 
spirit of the National 


Charter. It is the pluralism 
that emanates from this 
country and notone guid- 
ed by instructions or pro- 
grammes dictated from 
outside, harming Jordan’s 
relations with its Arab 
brethren." 

Pluralism and respect for 
human rights do not mean 
that one party or group 
could claim die right to 
monopolise knowledge or 
claim concern for the 
higher national interest, 
□or would it mean that 
any party or group had 
the right to claim that it 


had the right to represent 
the country or to talk on 
its behalf, save those insti- 
tutions which have been 
entitled to do so by the 
Constitution, the King 
said. 

“All Jordanians are 
equal before the Constitu- 
tion and the law. and no 
one has an edge over the 
other except by what 
he/she offers for his/her 
country.” the King said. 

King Hussein voiced 
hope that newspapers live 
up to the aspirations of the 
Jordanian people and that 


they propagate the values 
and principles of this 
country. 

The King called on the 
media to be free and writ- 
ers to be honest adding 
that very few papers, writ- 
ers and speakers insist on 
sowing dissension among 
members of the one fami- 
ly, undermining the coun- 
try’s achievements. 

“While appreciating 
your national patriotic ini- 
tiative, I hereby call for 
further cooperation and 
coordination between the 
legislative and executive 


authorities to draw up a 
mechanism capable of 
preventing all attempts to 
harm national unity and 
aborting them before they 
take root.” 

The King called for ado- 
pting the necessary mea- 
sures, in accordance with 
the law, to put an end to 
“all attempts at harming 
unity.” 

“I regrettably expect 
that, until the measures are 
adopted, you will be acc- 
used of excesses and vio- 
lations of the freedom of 
press and information." 


Arafat snubs Israeli envoy 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat has 
refused to meet an envoy 
from Benyomin Netanyahu 
ahead of the hardline 
Israeli prime minister's 
inaugural visit to Egypt. 
Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) offi- 
cials said on Tuesday. 

News of the snub came as 
Mr. Netanyahu’s office 
said he bad decided to ease 
a five-month-old closure 
on the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip that has stifled Pales- 
tinian economic life. It said 
the specific measures to be 
taken would only be known 
later. 

"The decision was made 
to ease the closure. What 
form it takes is not known 
yet.” Mr. Netanyahu 
spokesman Michael Stoltz 
told Reuters. He gave no 
date for when the measures 
would take effect. 

A senior PLO official 
. said Mr. Netanyahu’s top 
J political advisor Dore Gold 
telephoned on Monday 
night to ask for a meeting 
with Mr. Arafat. 

"The president refused to 
meet him.’’ the official, 
who insisted he not be 
identified, told Reuters. 
Other Palestinian officials 
confirmed the report. 

Mr. Arafat aide Nabil 
Abu Rdainah would not 
comment on the snub, but 
said: “A meeting between 
Arafat and Netanyahu is 
necessary to resume the 
peace process." 

He said there are no 
political contacts between 
the new Israeli government 
and the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority. 

The senior official said 
that Mohammad Dahlan, 
head of Palestinian preven- 
tive security service in 
Gaza, would instead meet 
Mr. Gold in the next two 
days. He said that Mr. 
Dahlan would demand that 
Israel honour the previous 
government’s agreement to 


redeploy its troops in the 
West Bank town of 
Hebron. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s office 
said in reaction: 

“There are ongoing con- 
tacts between the Israeli 
government and the Pales- 
tinian authority but we are 
not giving out details of 
events of recent days." 

Israeli-PLO negotiations 
on the final status of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
have been frozen since Mr. 
Netanyahu ousted Shimon 
Peres in May 29 elections. 

Mr. Gold sought the 
Arafat meeting ahead of 
Mr. Netanyahu's trip to 
Egypt on Thursday for 
talks with President Hosni 
Mubarak. Israeli media 
said. 

PLO officials said Mr. 
Arafat refused to meet Mr. 
Gold because he did not 
want to allow Mr. 
Netanyahu to exploit con- 
tacts with the Palestinian 
authority to ease his talks 
with Mr. Mubarak. 

Mr. Arafat flew from 
Gaza to the West Bank city 
of Nablus on Tuesday to 
attend sessions of the 
Palestinian Legislative 
Council on Wednesday and 
Thursday, witnesses said. 

Mr. Gold became the first 
member of Mr. 
Netanyahu's administra- 
tion to meet Mr. Arafat on 
June 27. Mr. Netanyahu 
has so far resisted meeting 
Mr. Arafat despire three 
years of face-to-face talks 
between the Palestinian 
leader and Mr. Netanyahu’s 
predecessors. 

Arab states and the Pales- 
tinians have been outraged 
by Mr. Netanyahu's rejec- 
tion of the principle of 
trading occupied Arab land 
for peace, the basis of near- 
ly five years of peace talks. 

The right-wing Israeli 
leader did not soften his 
position when he met 
peace talks sponsor U.S. 
President Bill Clinton last 
week in Washington. 


The United States 
warned anew on Monday 
that it considers Jewish set- 
tlements on occupied Arab 
land a problem in negotia- 
tions between Israel and 
the Palestinians. Settlers 
have said they hope to 
triple their numbers under 
Mr. Netanyahu. 

Meanwhile. Israeli sol- 
diers fired several shots 
Tuesday to disperse Pales- 
tinian youths who threw 
stones at them, Palestinian 
witnesses said. 

The clash lasted for about 
10 minutes, and no one was 
hurt.Tension has been run- 
ning high in Hebron, the 
last West Bank town still 
under Israeli occupation. 
Mr. Netanyahu has made 
no commitment to with- 
draw troops from most of 
Hebron, as pledged by his 
predecessor Mr. Peres. 

Mr. Peres had delayed a 
Hebron redeployment 
indefinitely in the wake of 
a series of suicide bomb- 
ings by Islamic militants 
between Feb. 25 and 
March 

4. The original deadline 
for redeployment was Mar- 
ch 28. 

Israel's public security 
minister. Avigdor Kaha- 
Iani. said last week that 
Jewish settlements will 
remain strong in Hebron, 
where 450 Jewish settlers 
live among 120.000 Pales- 
tinians. 

Mr. Peres, in his first tele- 
vised interview since he 
lost the May 29 elections, 
criticised Mr. Netanyahu’s 
hardline government and 
said he doubted it would 
bring peace. "The Likud 
government is making 
grave mistakes that will 
bring the country to a very 
difficult situation,” Mr. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Kabariti visits Cairo, Tel Aviv 
in bid to revive peace process 

Prime minister says Arabs view Netanyahu ’s 
visits to Jordan , Egypt with great significance 


AMMAN (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister' Abdul Karim Kabariti 
late Tuesday met with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu in Tel Aviv. 

Mr. Kabariti arrived in Tel 
Aviv on a surprise visit after 
paying a visit to Egypt where 
he met with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak and Syrian For- 
eign Minister Farouq A! Sharaa. 

In Cairo, Mr. Kabariti deliv- 
ered a message from His 
Majesty King Hussein to Mr. 
Mubarak, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. It said the 
message dealt with the blest 
developments in the region and 
the Middle East peace process. 

Mr. Kabariti said in a state- 
ment before leaving for Tel 
Aviv that the Arab parties to the 
peace process ‘"place great 
importance on the forthcoming 
visits that Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu intends 
to make to both Egypt and Jor- 
dan." 

"It is very important that the 
two visits succeed Otherwise 
the peace process would wit- 
ness a setback that would derail 
it from its path for a long time,” 
he said. 

In a statement to the press 
after meeting Mr. Mubarak, 
Mr. Kabariti said the King’s 
message was within the frame- 
work of consultations between 
Amman and Cairo on the peace 
process and the need to pursue 
efforts to achieve a comprehen- 
sive peace in accordance with 
UJM. resolutions and on the 
principle of exchanging land- 
for-peace. 

“Jordan had requested that 
Amman and Cairo maintain 


close coordination ahead of a 
visit to Egypt and Jordan by 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu,” the 
prime minister said. 

“Netanyahu's statements 
worry us a lot especially when 
it comes to issues related to 
Jerusalem and to settlements” 
Mr. Kabariti said 
"We want to listen to 
Netanyahu and not to judge on 
his policies and direction from 
his statements and speeches ” 
he said 

“Jordan views the peace 
process in a comprehensive 
way and there is no peace 
process Without it being com- 
prehensive... Peace must refer 
to principles of international 
resolutions and the land-for- 
peace principle,” Mr. Kabariti 
said 

Mr. Kabariti discussed with 
President Mubarak means to 
give momentum to the peace 
process, Petra said 
The Syrian Foreign Minister, 
who was also in Cairo to meet 
President Mubarak, said that 
foe Arab World will reject any 
attempt by Israel to change the 
ground rules in Middle East 
peace negotiations. 

He repeated Syria’s demand 
that Israel return foe Golan 
Heights, a plateau occupied by 
Israel in the 1967 Middle East 
war and later annexed, calling it 
his country’s “fixed position.” 
Mr. Mubarak met Mr. Kabar- 
iti and Mr. Sharaa to discuss the 
Middle East peace process in 
advance of a visit here on 
Thursday by Israel’s new pre- 
mier, Benyamin Netanyahu. 

It wiD be Mr. Netanyahu's 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti and Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu hold a surprise meeting in Tel Aviv Tuesday, the Israeli leader’s first with 
an Arab leader since Mr. Netanyahu’s election in May (Reuters photo) 


first visit to an Arab country 
since his election last May. 

Mr. Sharaa and Mr. Kabariti 
also held private talks before 
leaving Cairo. 

Mr. Netanyahu is to visit Jor- 
dan after July 25, and Mr. 
Kabariti was asked what Jordan 
expects from the new Israeli 
prime minister said. 

“We want to hear from him 
and not judge him and his poli- 
tics through his statements.” 

He added* “Everything 
Netanyahu says is negotiable ... 
and both sides want to negotiate 
to see how many concessions 
they can get to reach a balanced 
peace." 

The talks followed a visit to 
Egypt on Sunday by Palestinian 
leader Yasser ArafaL 

Egypt, which in 1979 became 
the first Arab country to sign a 
peace treaty with the Jewish 
state, often serves as mediator 


in the peace process. Jordan 
signed its own treaty with Israel 
in 1994Mr. Netanyahu’s gov- 
ernment has said it does not 
want to surrender the Golan 
Heights. It also opposes the cre- 
ation of a Palestinian state in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip and 
refuses co discuss the future of 
Arab East Jerusalem, which the 
Palestinians want as the capital 
of their would-be state. 

In an answer to a question, 
Mr. Kabariti said Jordan would 
like to hear from Mr. 
Netanyahu rather than pre- 
judge his policy and intentions 
as spelled out in his statements 
and speeches. Our position 
towards this is clear, Mr. Kabar- 
iti said, adding that Jordan 
believes in a just, lasting and 
balanced peace." Peace will not 
be sustainable if it is not just, 
comprehensive and balanced," 
Mr. Kabariti said. 


On his talks with Mr. Sharaa 
Mr. Kabariti said the two dis- 
cussed bilateral relations and 
means of developing them in all 
fields, and agreed on holding 
joint meetings between Jordan- 
ian and Syrian officials within 
the next few days. Mr. Kabariti . 
added that he discussed with" 
Mr. Sharaa the latest develop- 
ments in the peace process and 
agreed to maintain coordination 
in the time ahead. 

He noted that King Hussein 
and President Hafez A1 Assad 
will discuss all these develop- 
ments during King Hussein’s 
forthcoming visit to Syria. 

Minister of Information Mar- 
wan Muasher said that during 
his meeting with the Syrian for- 
eign minister, Mr. Kabariti also 
expressed Jordan’s readiness to 
use its relations to help coun- 
tries in the region overcome 
their differences. 


*U.N. inspects ‘sensitive’ sites in Iraq 


BAGHDAD <R) — Inter- 
national weapons experts 
have been able to inspect a 
number of sites that Iraq 
deems “sensitive" a U.N. 
arms official in Baghdad 
said on Tuesday. 

The official said the 
searches, which were not 
impeded by Iraq, were the 
first since Baghdad and the 
U.N. Special" Commission 
(UNSCOM) defused a cri- 
sis over access last month. 

“We have searched a 
number of sensitive sites. 
There have been no prob- 
lems,” said the official, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

Iraq and UNSCOM rea- 
ched an agreement on June 
22 for unconditional access 
to sites for U.N. inspection 
‘ teams. 

The accord resolved Ira- 
q’s latest row* with the U.N. 
Security Council over 
access to four Republican 


Guard facilities that Bagh- 
dad said were vital for its 
national sovereignty. 

The agreement gave 
UNSCOM inspectors unre- 
stricted and immediate and 
unconditional entry to any 
site in Iraq. UNSCOM in 
turn pledged to fully 
respect Iraq's concerns over 
so verei gnty, accepting an 
Iraqi conditon to allow a 
senior Iraqi official to 
accompany UNSCOM 
inspectors visiting such 
sites. 

The official declined to 
indentify the sites the 
inspectors had searched. 

UNSCOM, which was set 
up after the 1991 Gulf war 
ended Iraq’s seven-month 
occupation of Kuwait, is 
overseeing U.N. demands 
[hat Iraq scrap its chemical 
and biological weapons as 
well as ballistic missiles 
with ranges greater than 
150 kilometres. 


The sanctions on Iraq 
include a ban on oil 
exports. The removal of oil 
export curbs, other than 
limited sales permitted by 
U.N. for humanitarian pur- 
poses, largely depends on 
testimony by UNSCOM 
tbat Iraq is clean of such 
weapons. 

Iraq says it has nothing 
left to hide and insists tbat it 
has met requirements 
allowing it free oil exports. 

Meanwhile Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein has 
reportedly detained a 
nephew and put a son-in- 
law under house arrest, an 
opposition group said Tues- 
day. 

The two arrests occurred 
earlier this month, the 
Supreme Council for Islam- 
ic Revolution in Iraq said. 

The reports are almost 
impossible to confirm, and 
the Iraqi government rarely 
comments on diem. 


The opposition group said 
the government detained 
Ahmed Watban Al-Hassan 
shortly after his father — a 
former interior minister and 
President Saddam’s half- 
brother — was put under 
bouse arrest last month. 

President Saddam also 
put his son-in-law, Ahmed 
Mustafa, under house 
arrest, the group said in a 
statement faxed to the 
Associated Press. The state- 
ment said Mr. Mustafa was 
arrested after his wife Hala, 
the president's youngest 
daughter, refused to divorce 
him. 

But a spokesman for the 
council, Akram Al-Hakim, 
told the AP that the arrests 
seemed to be linked to a 
power struggle within the 
family following the killing 
of two of the president’s 
sons-in-law in January after 
they returned from exile in 
Jordan. 


JPA drops newspaper owners, 
insists on mandatory membership 


By Mervat Suwadeh 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — At the end of 
a week-long debate over a 
draft legislation that 
would govern the work of 
the Jordan Press Associ- 
ation (JPA), the associa- 
tion new board offered a 
partial compromise in its 
dispute with the Ministry 
of Information over die 
legislation. 

JPA President Seif She- 
rif told the Jordan Times 
that while the association 
board agreed to some of 
the articles in the draft law 
it clung to “mandatory 
membership” and the 
“definition of the journal- 
ist" 


“We agreed to cancel an 
article in the current law 
that called for a quota for 
newspaper owners in the 
JPA board,” Mr. Sherif 
said. “We also agreed to 
accept journalists that 
have practised journalism 
since 1986 even if they did 
not work for Jordanian 
publications,” he added. 
He said applying this arti- 
cle would allow many 
established journalists to 
join the association. 

Bur the JPA insisted on 
the old law’s definition of 
“a journalist,” which only 
considers JPA members as 
journalists. The draft law 
which was presented by 
the government defines 
the journalist as “anyone 


that takes journalism as 
his/her main job." 

The JPA says the pro- 
posed definition would 
open the door wide for 
non-journalists to join the 
ranks of the association 
whose membership has 
been strictly controlled. 

The JPA also rejected an 
article that would allow 
the employees of Jordan 
Television and Radio to 
join the association as 
practising members but 
said it will accept them 
only as “associate mem- 
bers.” 

Mr, Sherif said the JPA 
amendments which were 
submitted yesterday will 
be discussed by the Cabi- 
net and later referred to 


Parliament for ratification. 

“If the JPA amendments 
were not taken into con- 
sideration by the govern- 
ment we will approach 
deputies when the law' is 
referred to Parliament and 
try to convince them of 
our views” Mr. Sherif 
stre-ssed. 

The Ministry of Infor- 
mation and the JPA has 
been at loggerheads over 
the draft law which the 
JPA law says it has not 
been consulted on. 

The draft law which was 
presented by the govern- 
ment in May would rep- 
lace another one that dates 
back to 1983 and has left 
tens of established journal- 
ists outside the association. 
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2 Home & Middle Last News 

Clinton expects full Saudi cooperation in probe 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, July 17 , 1996 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
on Monday sent a clear 
message to Saudi Arabia 
that the United States 
expected its full cooperation 
on an investigation into the 
bombing that id lied 19 U.S. 
servicemen near Dhahran. 

Mr. Clinton's comments 
came amid growing con- 
cern in Washington that 
Saudi officials are not fully 
cooperating in the search 
for the perpetrators of the 
June 25 bombing. 

Asked in an interview on 
the MSNBC network why 
he didn’t simply phone 
King Fahd and demand bet- 
ter cooperation, Mr. Clinton 
replied. “No, we’ve had 
several talks about it and we 
expect that they will coop- 
erate. And I think there will 
be cooperation. I do expect 
it.” 

“Any time a crime is com- 
mitted and a country is high 
profile, that nation wants to 
believe that it can handle it 
and do what's right. And I 


understand that," he said. 
“But this is a case with 
international ramifications 
and we have to cooperate.” 

U.S. defence officials ear- 
lier denied published 
reports that Saudi investiga- 
tors had found the getaway 
car used in the bombing 
north of Dhahran. 

"The car that was found is 
apparently not the vehicle 
involved in the June 25 inci- 
dent,” one of the officials, 
who asked not to be identi- 
fied. told Reuters. 

U.S. concerns about Saudi 
cooperation mounted on 
Sunday when the official 
Saudi Press Agency report- 
ed that Defence Minister 
Prince Sultan said Riyadh 
did not favour a Pentagon 
proposal to move some of 
the 5,000 U.S. troops in 
Saudi Arabia away from big 
bases to safer areas of the 
kingdom. 

But one defence official 
said the Saudis had contact- 
ed the Pentagon on Monday 
to say Prince Sultan had 


been misquoted and had not 
shut the door on. the shift of 
some U.S. troops. ■ 

The officials said the mat- 
ter was under discussion 
and a formal proposal had 
not been presented to the 
Saudis. They added that the 
Saudis had assured the Pen- 
tagon of ongoing coopera- 
tion in protecting U.S. 
forces. 

The FBI said on Monday 
that agency director Louis 
Freeh had returned from a 
second trip to Saudi Arabia 
on Sunday to discuss access 
to evidence gathered in die 
investigation. 

FBI officials declined to 
discuss de tails of the visit or 
the probe, but one official 
who asked not to be identi- 
fied said the visit concerned 
“problems regarding coop- 
eration.” 

State Department 

spokesman Nicholas Burns 
also declined to discuss the 
Freeh visit but suggested 
Prince Sultan had not ruled 
out moving U.S. troops to 


safer areas. 

“Our relations with Saudi 
Arabia remain very good, 
very positive,” Mr. Burns 
told reporters. “We have a 
very firm commitment from 
King Fahd that he will do 
what be must to cooperate 
with us to enhance, improve 
security for our troops. That 
commitment was given to 
the president and to 
(Defence) Secretary 
(William) Perry and we take 
it very seriously ...” 

The Washington Post, 
quoting administration offi- 
cials, reported on Monday 
that Mr. Freeh had flown to 
Saudi Arabia last week 
because of mounting U.S. 
concern over cooperation 
from Saudi officials in the 
investigation. 

A truck carrying 5.000 
pounds (2,300 kilo- 
grammes') of explosives det- 
onated on June 25 near a 
high-rise apartment build- 
ing in the Khobar Towers 
military bousing complex 
□ear Dhahran. The blast 


killed 19 servicemen and 
injured 250 others. 

The Pentagon said on 
Monday that retired U.S. 
army Gen. Wayne Down- 
ing, named by Mr. Perry to 
assess the adequacy of U.S. 
and Saudi security measures 
before the bombing, would 
arrive in Dhahran on Friday 
to continue his investiga- 
tion. 

Mr. Perry was assured by 
top Saudi officials during a 
visit to Riyadh two weeks 
ago of fiill cooperation on 
the investigation. But 
Prince Bandar, the Saudi 
ambassador to Washington, 
also told reporters during 
the visit that Saudi investi- 
gators were up to the job 
and needed only FBI techni- 
cal assistance. 

The Defence Department 
warned Americans in Saudi 
Arabia of possible new 
attacks following last 
month's truck bombing. No 
suspects have been arrested 
in the bombing. 


Gunmen demand money 
for release of Somali ship 


MOGADISHU. Somalia 
(API — Somali gunmen 
are demanding a large ran- 
som for the release of a 
large fishing boat and its 
37-man crew they have 
been holding hostage since 
Friday. 

Sources close to faction 
leader Ali Mahdi Moham- 
mad, whose men seized the 
Farah Omar off the small 
Indian Ocean port of El 
Der 350 kilometres north 
of Mogadishu, would only 
say Monday that “a large 
amount of money” was at 
issue. 

The sources said the ship 
has been supplying warring 
Somali clans with 
weapons, apparently from 


the Ukraine and other for- 
mer Soviet republics. 

Negotiations, reportedly 
mediated by an Italian 
relief agency, were under- 
way for the release of the 
ship, the sources said. 

At least two Italians and 
five other foreigners were 
among the hostages. They 
included Tanzanians and 
Portuguese, sources said. 

The ship is owned by 
men who once worked for 
the Somali Ports Authority 
when Somalia was a func- 
tioning state and by naval 
engineer-turned-business- 
man Said Omar Munye. 

Mr. Munye, who lives in 
Italy, seized the ship after 
the 1991 ouster of the dic- 


tator Mohamed Siad Bane. 
The country later disinte- 
grated into fiefdoms of 
warring clans. 

The hijackers were 
apparently annoyed by the 
termination of a contract 
between the ship's owners 
and its crew. 

According to the sources, 
the hijackers, four of whom 
are crew members, claim 
the ship had been engaged 
in illegal fishing. 

The ship has been 
anchored just north of El 
Der since Sunday in territo- 
ry controlled by Ali Mahdi. 
who also controls north 
Mogadishu. 


Egyptian police send suspect iHdeath 
of American for psychiatric evaluation 


CAIRO (AP) — An Egyptian 
man accused of stabbing an 
American woman at a Cairo 
hotel refused to speak during 
an interrogation by police and 
was referred for psychiatric 
examination, security officials 
said Tuesday. 

The UJS. embassy identified 
the victim as Judith Iris Gold- 
enberg. 56. a native of Illinois. 
Embassy officials said that 
she was assigned here as 
“summer relief' by the 
Defence Department, but 
gave no other details. They 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

The suspect in the case, 
Omar Mohammed Noaman, 
28, was arrested Monday 
night immediately after the 


stabbing at the Semiramis 
Intercontinental Hotel a five- 
star hotel on the Nile. 

Police said Mr. Noaman had 
a history of psychiatric prob- 
lems and that they do not 
believe there was involve- 
ment of Muslim extremists, 
who have sometimes target- 
led foreigners in an anti-gov- 
ernment campaign of vio- 
lence. Mr. Noaman's mother. 
Zeleikha A1 Sayed, said her 
son had been mentally ill for 
12 years but had not been 
known to be violent, accord- 
ing to the security officials. 

She told police she had last 
seen him Monday night when 
he asked for 20 Egyptian 
pounds ($5) to go out and buy 
a sandwich, they said. They 


spoke on condition their 
names not be used. 

The attack occurred about 
9:30 p.m. (1830 GMT) as Ms. 
Goldenberg was entering the 
main door of the hotel and 
had just approached the metal 
detector that all visitors must 
go through. The attacker then 
ran up and stabbed her fatally 
in the back. 

Muslim extremists have 
waged a campaign of vio- 
lence since the spring of 1992 
to try to overthrow Egypt’s 
secular government and 
replace it with strict Islamic 
rule. More than 960 people 
have died, most of them 
police or extremists. Twenty- 
six foreigners have been 
among the victims. 


Rebel jet defects to 
Afghani government 


KABUL (R) — A rebel 
Afghan pilot defected to 
government forces on 
Tuesday with a missile- 
armed MiG-21 jet fighter 
that landed at Bagrara air- 
base north of Kabul, a gov- 
ernment commander said. 

The commander. General 
Muslim, told reporters that 
the pilot, Abdul Jalil. of the 
Taliban Islamic militia 
landed his plane at Bagram 
at 10.45 a.m. (0615 GMT) 
after being driven away by 
anti-aircraft fire over 
Kabul. 

The jet was carrying four 
air-to-air missiles and had 
flown from the Taliban 
headquarters in the south- 
ern town of Kandahar for a 
routine patrol, he said. 

There was no immediate 
expitmarion why fh£ jer 
-jfaCfcd ' antiaircraft . fjjrer. ( 
while it hovered over' 
Kabul if the pilot wanted to 
defect and whether it was 


forced to land at Bagram by 
government fighters. 

Gen. Muslim said the 
pilot was later taken away 
for a meeting with Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani’s top military com- 
mander Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 

If confirmed, it will be 
first known defection of a 
Taliban pilot to government 
forces. 

The incident happened 
three weeks after former 
opposition faction leader 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar took 
over as prime minister after 
a peace pact with Mr. Rab- 
bani and also appealed to 
other opposition factions to 
join his interim cabinet. 

Taliban forces, which 
contrpr. most ' of southern, 
western -: t-and... ...eastern 
Afghanistan, have besieged 
Kabul since. October in 
their drive to try to oust Mr. 
Rabbani’s government. 



Information Minister Marwan Moasher (centre), surrounded by Jordan News 
Agency director Abdullah Utoum (left) and former Information Minister Mo h a mma d 
Khatib attend Petra’s celebration of its 27th anniversary (Petra photo) 

Parliament to debate laws on media 
in upcoming session, Muasher says 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Information Marwan 
Muasher announced Tues- 
day that the government 
will submit to Parliament in 
its coming fall session draft 
laws on the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, Jordan Tele- 
vision, Radio Jordan and 
the Jordan Press Associa- 
tion. 


Speaking during a cele- 
bration of the national news 
agency's 27th anniversary, 
the minister said that the 
law on Petra will allow the 
agency a greater margin of 
freedom as well as ad min - 
strati ve and financial inde- 
pendence. 

Also speaking during the 
celebration was former 


Minister of Information and 
former Director of the 
agency Mohammad Khatib 
who outlined the activities 
of the agency since 1969 
and praised its development 
over the years. 

Directors of information 
services and representatives 
of the media were present 
at the ceremony. 


Algerian newspapers strike 
to protest cartoonist’s jailing 
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ALGIERS (AP) — Journal- 
ists for Algeria’s top inde- 
pendent newspapers went on 
strike Monday to press for 
the freedom of a cartoonist 
jailed for poking fim at the 
flag. 

The independent journal- 
ists and editors stayed at 
home in a one-day protest 
aimed at persuading the gov- 
ernment to release Chawki 
■Amaru- -a cartoonist- for- -the- - 
Frenc h-kmguage. La, T ribune . i 
newspaper^. «. 

Mr. Amari was jailed on a 
chaige of “offending ' the 
national emblem" for draw- 


ing a cartoon of Algeria's 
July 5 independence day cel- 
ebrations that depicted 
Algerian flags on display 
like underwear in a lingerie 
shop. 

Algerian authorities sealed 
the offices of La Tribune, an 
independent bi-weekly. In a 
show of solidarity, five inde- 
pendent dailies with a com- 
bined circulation of about 
600,000 'were missing -from - 
newsstands Monday.- r. .» mawn 

Algeria's*!) ..independent ii 
newspapers ate'a democratic -* 
voice for the North African" 
nation, bloodied by a four- 


year Islamic insurgency in 
which more than 40,000 
people have been killed. 

Monday’s strike, however, 
was not broad enough to 
impose a news blackout on 
the Algerian capital. The 
government owns several 
large-circulation dailies and 
holds a monopoly on TV and 
radio stations. 

Algeria's insurgency 
began in January 1991,, 
when the 

government .cancelled eleo* 

tions that Islamic fundamen- 
talist candidates were poised 
to win. 


Witness: Hundreds heard Amir talks of plans to kill Rabin 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A witness 
in foe trial of three men 
accused of conspiring to kill 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
testified Tuesday that “hun- 
dreds" of people heard the 
assassin discuss his plans. 

Yigal Amir, already serving 
a life sentence for Mr. Rabin’s 
murder, is being tried on con- 
spiracy charges along with his 
brother Hagai and a friend, 
Dror AdanL All three have 
pleaded innocent 

Maxgalit Har Shefi. a West 
Bank settler and former class- 
mate of Amir’s, said Monday 
that Amir had talked “many, 
many times” about his plan to 


kill Mr. Rabin. 

“Hundreds of people heard 
him." she told a Tel Aviv dis- 
trict court Har Shefi avoided 
making eye contact with 
Amir, who mouthed foe 
words “liar, liar" as she spoke. 

The 26-year-old Amir, who 
spent most of the court ses- 
sion laughing with his brother 
and waving to his parents, 
doodled on a pad of paper 
“Curiosity killed the car." 

Outside the courtroom. 
Hagai Amir’s lawyer was elat- 
ed. 

"There is no difference 
between Har Shefi and my 
client” he said. ‘They both 


heard Yigal talk of foe murder. 
Hundreds of people (fid. That 
doesn’t make anyone a crimi- 
nal." 

Har Shefi was detained for 
15 days after Rabin's Nov. 4 
assassination on suspicion of 
involvement in the conspira- 
cy. Prosecutors have said she 
could still face charges in con- 
nection with the killing. 

Subpoenaed to testify after 
refusing to appear voluntarily, 
Har Shefi was excused from 
answering any question which 
could incriminate her. Judge 
Amnon Strashnov instructed 
her not to answer several 
questions from foe prosecutor. 


including whether she thought 
Mr Rabin was a traitor 

Har Shefi has said in the 
past that Amir told her he 
wanted to kill Mr. Rabin in 
order to impress her. 

Har Shefi said she did not 
know Adani but that Hagai 
Amir had never expressed foe 
extremist views of his brother. 

'‘Hagai would tell his broth- 
er to drop foe nonsense when 
he spoke about killing Rabin” 
she said. 

According to testimony pre- 
sented at Amir's murder trial, 
however, the three defendants 
told police that they had dis- 
cussed ways of killing Mr. 


Rabin to stop him from giving 
away “Jewish land” to the£ 
Palestinians. 

Yigal Amir insists that he 
acted alone when be killed 
Rabin. Hagai Amir and Adan 
have admitted that Yigal told 
them he planned to kill Mr 
Rabin, but said they never 
believed he was serious. 

The three are also charged 
with conspiracy to attack 
Palestinians. 

Har Shefi told the court 
Tuesday that Yigal Amir had 
asked her to help set up a Jew- 
ish underground militia to 
protect Jewish settlers in the 
West Bank. 
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Armenian Catholic Church 
Te). 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International 

Church Tel. 652526 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
In Amman TeL 811295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 


CHURCHES 
St Mary of Nazareth 
Church S weifieh, Tel. S 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sanda Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology. 
Temperatures are expected to 
rise becoming slightly above 
average and winds northwest- 
erly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly mod- 
erate to active and seas calm. 

Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 18/33 

Aqaba 25/39 

Deserts 17/36 

Jordan Valley 23/38 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 31, Aqaba 37 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 50 per 
cent, Aqaba 40 per cenL 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 


NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

Dr. Mukhles Halaseh 8 1 9220 
Dr. Ghazi Abu Shikhah 

752405 

Dr. Yousef A1 Faqih ...790104 

Dr. Ruhi Sukkar 856457 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 
A1 Asema pharmacy 
..637055 

Al Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shxneisani pharmacy 637660 
Nairoukb pharmacy 

..623672 

Nq'ib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta'amneb 
..250080 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Rabah Al Bourini 990312 

Kbalifeh pharmacy ...985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .63711 1 

Civil Defence Department 

661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 
199 

Rescue Police 192, 621111, 
637777 

fire Brigade 

617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 

843402 

TVaffic Police 896390 


Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 

661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 

897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787 HI 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Reparis 

623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774IJ I 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 644281/6 
AJdleh Maternity, 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 

607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669 1 3 1 


University Hospital 845S45 
Al-Muasber Hospital 

667227/9 

The Mamie, Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhqjreen 

777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marka 

8916JI/J5 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 

674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 
(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 

Ibn SIna Hospital 

(09)986732 

Al HUcraa Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 


mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. f 08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 

08:00 Damascus (RJ) 

09:15 Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

09:30 Jeddah (RD 

09:55 Lamaca (RJ) 

10:10 ..Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:50 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

15:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

17:30 ..Toronto, Montreal (RJ) 

18:00 Paris (RJ) 

18:15 Istanbul (RJ) 

19:00 ...Brussels, Geneva (RJ) 
19:10 ...Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

19:15 London. Berlin (RJ) 

19:15 Rome (RJ) 

19:50 Madrid (RJ) 

00:30 Beirut (RJ) 

02:20 Cairo (RJ) 

04:25 Singapore. Kuala 
Lumpur (RJ) 

Other Flights 

12:00 Sanaa (1Y) 

12:15 Jeddah I SV) 

13:00 Karachi, Abu Dhabi 
(PK) 

13:15 Cairo (MS) 

13:40 Abu Dhabi (GF) 

14:30 Tunis (TU) 

16:20 Algiers (AH) 

19:00 Dubai lEK) 


20:40 London. Beirut (BA) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

22:00 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:35 Lamaca (CY) 

23:20 Amsterdam I KL) 

23l 30 Athens (OA) 

03:35 Amalia (TK) 

Royal Wings IRW1 Flights 
19:45 ..Tel Aviv (QAIA) IRW) 

DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

11:00 Rome iRJ) 

11:40 Berlin, London (RJ) 

12:00 Amsterdam, New York 
(RJ) 

12:10 ..Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

12:45 Istanbul ( RJ) 

20:20 Colombo (RJ) 

20:45 Beirut (RJ) 

21:10 Riyadh (RJ) 

21:10 Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

21:20 New Delhi 

(RJ) 

21:30 Calcutta, Bongkok (RJ) 

22:00 Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

22:15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

23:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

04:00 Amsterdam (KL) 

08:45 Beirut (ME) 

09:15 London (BA) 

13:00 Sanaa ((IY) 

13:45 Jeddah (SV) 

14:15 Abu Dhabi. Karachi 
(PK) 

14:15 Cairo (MS) 

14:30 Doha, Muscat (GF) 

15:30 .Tunis (TU) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

17:20 Shariqah (AH) 


20:00 Dubai (EK) 

23:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:30 Lamaca (CY) 

00:20 Amsterdam (KL) 

04:00 Athens (OA) 

04:35 Amalia (TK) 

07:45 ....Beirut, London (BA) 
Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
20:30 Aqaba (QAIA) (RW) 

M AEtt ram eES 

I 'pperflm er price in fils per kg. 

Apricot .850/500 

Apple .700/500 $ 

Banana 600/600 

Banana (mukhammar) -520/520 

Banana (imported) .830/600 

Cabbage ™260/180 

Carrot 120/80 

Cauliflower. 240/14 

0 

Cucumber (large) 130/80 

Cucumber (small) .320/130 

Eggplant. 190/140 

Garlic 650/400 

Lemon 650/400 

Marrow (large).— 250/150 

Marrow (small) ...430/250 

Mulukhiah 130/80 

Onion (dry) 130/80 

Okra .700/500 

Orange 400/300 

Plumb 360/250 

Pea.--.- -430/250 

Peach „670/400 

Pepper (hot) 300/200 

Pepper (sweet) .... .320/220 

Potato 320/220 

String Bean. 500/300 

Sweet melon 180/120 

Tomato J^fl/70 

Water melon 110/70 
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Her Majerty Queen Noor Tuesday meets with a delegation from the American 
Defence Advisory Committee on Women in the Services (DACOWITS) and briefs 
them on Jordan s political and socio-economic developments (Petra photo) 

Queen meets with DACOWITS 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Tues- 
day met with a delegation 
from the American Defence 
Advisory Committee on 
Women in the Services 
(DACOWTTS) at A1 Ma’wa 
Palace, a Royal Court state- 
ment said 

DACOWITS is a commit- 
tee established in 1951 by 
the U.S. Defence Depart- 
ment and comprises civilian 
women and men, who are 
appointed by the secretary 
of defence to provide him 
with advice and recommen- 
dations mi the effective and 
equitable utilisation of 
women in the Armed 
Forces, and on matters and 
policies relating to the mis- 
sion readiness of American 
military women. 

There are more t h a n 
327,000 American mili tary 
women assigned within the 
active duty and reserve 
components of the armed 
services, serving on com- 
batant vessels and in billets 
(camps/batracks) in Rwan- 
da and Somalia previously 
and now in Bosnia, the 
statement said < -■< 

tn • her j ■ welcoming -; 
remarks, Quefch' Noor" 
briefed the delegation on 
Jordan's political and socio- 
economic developments 
over the past 50 years, high- 
lighting the country’s 
democratic achievements, 
its human rights record 
Trhich is considered to be 
tne best in the region and its 
co mmi tment to a compre- 
hensive and just peace. 

According to the state- 
ment, the Queen empha- 
sised the importance of 
enhancing intersectoral 
cooperation between the 
public and private sector as 
well as the military estab- 


lishment, particularly in 
promoting national devel- 
opment and assisting in the 
management and protection 
of the country's natural and 
cultural resources. She, the 
statement added, referred to 
a recent report by tbe 
International Co mmis sion 
for Peace and Food a non- 
profit, non-political organi- 
sation of which she is a 
member, which focuses on 
redirecting military 

resources into prog ramme s 
to promote peace, democra- 
cy, environmental conser- 
vation. food security and 
employment. Tbe Queen, 
according to tbe statement, 
said that this has been 
achieved in Jordan through 
the unique role of the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces, who 
have played an active and 
vital role in non-traditional 
sectors, particularly health, 
environmental protection 
and management, research 
and developments. 

Following her remarks, 
the statement added Queen 
Noor answered questions 
by the delegation on her 
recent trip to Tuzla in com- . 
memoration of the fall of 
Srebrenica and the Noor A1 
Hussein Foundation’s 
(NHF) development pro- 
jects for women. The Queen 
commended the “courage 
and valour” of the Jordan- 
ian and American peace- 
keeping troops deployed in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, who 
have been instrumental in 
protecting the Muslim men, 
women and children from 
Serbian aggression and per- 
secution, and stressed the 
need to focus political pres- 
sure to ensure tbe imple- 
mentation of the Dayton 
peace accords. The state- 
ment added that Her 


Majesty also briefed them 
on NHFs projects, which 
emphasise the empower- 
ment of women, introduced 
new ideas and advanced 
national development think - 
ing by progressing beyond 
traditional charity-oriented 
social welfare practices to 
innovative income-generat- 
ing schemes based on self- 
empowerment and home 
production. 

DACOWITS’ mission 45 
years ago began as an inten- 
sified recruiting programme 
to attract women into armed 
service and gradually 
changed into one of pro- 
moting tbe acceptance of 
military service as a career 
for women. 

According to the state- 
ment, they were instrumen- 
tal in passing bills to 
improve the well-being of 
women in tbe Armed 
Forces, the most notable 
being the removal of pro- 
motion ceilings for womeo 
in 1967 leading President 
Lyndon Johnson to say, 
“there is no reason why we 
should not someday have a 
female chief-of-staff. . or. 
even a female commander- , 
in-chief.” ' 

DACOWITS, who were 
invited to Jordan by the Jor- 
danian Army's Directorate 
of Women’s Affairs (DWA) 
headed by Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Aisha Bint A1 
Hussein, will meet with Jor- 
danian Armed Forces offi- 
cials and tour military bases 
during their stay, tbe state- 
ment said. 

It added that Their Royal 
Highnesses Princess Aisha 
Bint A1 Hussein and 
Princess Basma Ali, who 
are Major and Captain of 
DWA respectively, attended 
the event 
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Parliament issues statement 
on national responsibilities 




* j - - 


AMMAN (Petra) — Par- 
liament Tuesday issued a 
statement urging all con- 
stitutional authorities and 
the media to take mea- 
sures to stem what it 
called “actions and writ- 
ings on the part of certain 
groups trying to harm 
national unity and Arab 
and Islamic values and 
^thics.” 

" “Jordan bas always 
served as an example of 
national unity under the 
Hashemite leadership, 
and its people have 
always acted as partners 
in building and protect- 
ing national security and 
stability and safeguard- 
ing the country’s inter- 
ests. But recently some 
writings and comments 
have emerged trying to 
damage the fabric of 
national unity and harm 
the country’s Arab and 
Islamic values,” said the 
statement 

The statement proposed 
a seven-point plan to 
guide the various consti- 
tutional organisations in 
dealing with the situa- 
tion: 

l l — Enhancement of 

the sense of national 
belonging among Jorda- 
nians through education- 
al and cultural channels. 


the media and religion. 

2 — Corroboration of 
the principles of justice 
and equality based on 
clear principles, dealing 
firmly with any attempts 
to tamper with these 
principles regardless of 
their sources and imme- 
diate attention to griev- 
ances and complaints. 
Such action would 
uphold the principle of 
the equality of all Jordan- 
ian citizens before the 
law. 

3 — Guaranteeing the 
representation of citizens 
in all • constitutional 
organisations. 

4 — The Cabinet, the 
Parliament, public organ- 
isations ana tbe media 
are called on to serve as 
models in their commit- 
ment to national unity 
and in protecting the 
nation’s values ana safe- 
guarding its ethics. 

5 —"Free expression 
and freedom of thought 
are personal rights 

g iaranteed under the 
onsritution, but these 
are and should always be 
exercised within the 
boundaries of the law 
and within the frame- 
work of Arab and Islamic 
values and the higher 
national interests. These 
freedoms should not 
infringe on the freedoms 


of others or impinge on 
their rights in any way. 

6 — The Press and 
Publications Law and the 
penal code should be 
enforced against all who 
try to incite ethnic, sec- 
tarian, regional and fac- 
tional extremism, or pub- 
lish offensive material. 
The government is called 
on to honour its commit- 
ment to parliament by 
presenting the house 
with a draft law. provid- 
ing more severe punish- 
ment for crimes of this 
nature. 

7 — Steps should be 
taken for tbe revival of 
the National Guidance 
Council and to empower 
it to safeguard the cohe- 
sion of the nation. • 

The statement said that 
the House will set up a 
national guidance com- 
mittee at its next ordinary 
session in the fall to fol- 
low up on the implemen- 
tation of these principles. 

The statement was 
issued one day after an 
informal house meetin| 
.during which deputies or 
various political affilia- 
tions presented their 
views about national 
unity and coverage of 
topics in the press con- 
sidered offensive to the 
public and the ethics of 
Islam. 
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New export 
produce 
storage 
facility to 
open at 
QAIA 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal 
Jordanian (RJJ, tbe Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA). 
and the Jordanian Agricul 
cural Marketing Corporation 
(JAMC) Tuesday signed an 
agreement on this establish- 
ment of a cold storage for 
perishable goods at Queen 
Alia Interrmu-juiii Ah pure 
(QAIA), an RJ source said. 

The storage faullty, which 
is funded by the U.S. gov- 
ernment at a cost of 
$600,000, is expected to 
start operating in October. 

It will be administered by 
the air freight branch at 
QAIA and will receive agri- 
cultural products destined 
for export. The facility will 
store the produce at appro- 
priate temperatures, and load 
it on-board planes bound for 
its final destination. 

Tbe project will guarantee 
tbe fresh arrival of Jordanian 
produce to foreign markets 
and will increase exports 
worldwide. 


Bosnia residents of Mideast countries 
may be able to vote, says envoy 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN - Bosnian resi- 
dents and refugees in tbe 
Middle East might be able 
to participate in the coming 
Bosnia-Herzegovina gener- 
al elections and vote from 
Jordan, sources at the Bosn- 
ian embassy told the Jordan 
Times. 

The Bosnian embassy in 
Amman, which opened last 
year and is in charge sl*io 
for covering Lebanon, 
Palestine, Syria, Iraq and 
Israel, has invited all Bosni- 
ans in the area to contact 
the consular office and reg- 
ister in the electoral list 

“If we collect a minimum 
of 5,000 registrations, we 
will open a voting centre in 
Amman,” Consultant for 
Economic Affairs at fee 
Bosnian Embassy Jihad 
Tayeen told the Jordan 
Times. 

The general Bosnian elec- 
tions, both for tbe presiden- 
cy and tbe parliament, will 
be held on Sept 14. 

Sarajevo instructed fee 
Bosnian embassy in 
Amman to prepare a list of 
voters to be sent to tbe 
Bosnian Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs. 



A Bosnian family sits down to have lunch at the relief centre set up by the Hashemite 
Charity Organisation when Jordan first began to host Bosnian families (Archives 
photo) 


According to embassy 
sources, there are around 
1,000 Bosnians currently 
residing in Jordan. 

“Bosnians arrived here in 
three waves: the first group, 
around one year ago, thanks 
to fee good offices of Jor- 
danian charity associations, 
tbe second group arrived 


here through U.N. agencies 
wife fee status of refugees 
and, finally, tbe third group 
of Bosnians corning to Jor- 
dan was made up of people 
who succeeded wife their 
own means to flee tbe 
country and escape fee 
war,” Mr. Tayeen said. 

The total number of 


Bosnians residing in fee 
entire Middle East region 
has not been calculated yet, 
but “these elections could 
help us put together more 
precise ngures,” said Mr. 
Tayeen, adding feat 14 dif- 
ferent parties are running in 
fee coming Bosnian parlia- 
mentary elections. 


Amman-based charities condemn Israeli 
excavations at Islamic sites in Jerusalem 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A group 
of 15 Amman-based chari- 
table and non-governmen- 
tal organisations (NGOs) 
affiliated to towns within 
fee Jerusalem area Tuesday 
issued a statement con- 
demning tbe current Israeli 
excavations under fee A1 
Aqsa Mosque and Muslim 
cemeteries in Silwan and 
other areas around fee holy* 1 
city. ;! " ‘ 

The statement said fee 
Israeli authorities are tar- 
geting the Aqsa Mosque 
and fee Islamic sites and 
cemeteries in order to elim- 
inate fee Muslim character 
of fee city and Judaise fee 
Arab sector of fee city. 

The digging up of Mus- 
lim graves in Jerusalem has 
been conducted for years, 
said fee statement, adding 
feat this practice seeks to 
remove all traces of Islam- 
ic heritage from the city 
and its surrounding areas. 
The statement Said that 
some of fee tombs being 
desecrated are those of fee 
companions of fee Prophet 
Mohammad. 

The statement also said 
feat the Israelis have dug a 
tunnel underneath fee Aqsa 
Mosque in Arab Jerusalem 
causing cracks in the walls 
of fee holy shrine and sur- 
rounding Arab homes wife- 
in fee walled city. 

Under the present Likud 
government work on these 
excavations is being con- 



A view of the old city of Jerusalem 


ducted at a swifter pace 
and feus coincides wife 
calls by Jewish groups to 
divide tbe Aqsa Mosque 
between Muslims and Jews 
similar to fee partition of 
fee A1 Ibrahimi Mosque in 
Hebron. The aim, said the 
statement, is to allow Jews 


access to the Muslim 
shrine. 

The statement called on 
various international org- 
anisations and Islamic 
nations to exercise pressure 
on fee Israeli government 
to halt such activities and 


urged tbe United Nations 
Educational Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) to intervene to 
save these historical Islam- 
ic places from destruction. 

Representing fee signato- 
ry Jerusalem organisations, 
Subhi Ghosbeh. told the 


Jordan Times that fee 
group has been active in 
supporting Jerusalem 
Arabs and Arab towns 
close to the holy city. He 
said feat last year fee 
organisation collected a 
total of JD 150,000 to sup- 
port Palestinians under 
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Under the Patronage of H.E. the Mayor of Amman 
Dr. Mamdouh AI Abbadi 

THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY NOOR AL HUSSEIN FOUNDATION 

in cooperation with 
AMMAN GREATER MUNICIPALITY 

present an 

EVENING OF WALTZES (164 musicians) 

Philadelphia USA meets Philadelphia Jordan 

Philadelphia Youth Orchestra 
and 

The Orchestra of the National Music Conservatory 
conductor Joseph Primavera 

The program features Strauss' Flederamus Overture, 

The Emperor Waltz, Tales from Vienna Woods and others. 


Thursday, 18 July 1996-8:30 p.m. 
Abdullah Bin AI Hussein Square, 
opposite the Prime Ministry 
Ticket Price: JD 5 


Tickets available an 

- Ardsaiu. cel. 647858 

- Alahlla Abeb Superstore, cel. 688481 

- Alfsar Flowers, cel. 827695 

- Bablche, cel. 66 1 322 

- Caffe Mota. tel. 8S6285 

- Characters, cel. 079-271% 

- Freddy for Music, cel. 692696 
-Music Box. tel. 815745 

- Romero, cd. 644227 

- National Music Conservatory, cel. 687620 
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4 World News 

Gore meets Yeltsin 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian President Boris Yeltsin, in his 
first public appearance in weeks, met U.S. Vice President 
A1 Gore at a sanatorium near Moscow Tuesday. 

Mr. Yeltsin, 65. who was seen by reporters, looked pale 
and stiff, as he often does, at the start of the 45-minute 
meeting. It had been postponed from Monday, raising con- 
cern over his health. 

Mr. Gore, who made no comment after the talks, congrat- 
ulated Mr. Yeltsin in opening remarks on his “great election 
victory". Mr. Yeltsin, speaking slowly but clearly, replied 
through an interpreter: “It’s our common victory. 

Mr. Yeltsin has not been seen by independent observers 
since June 26, a week before he defeated Communist chal- 
lenger Gennady Zyuganov in a presidential runoff election, 
though he has made some television appearances. 

Reporters entered the room at the sanatorium at Barvikha, 
a country retreat, before Mr. GoreV arrival to find Mr. 
Yeltsin standing and staring fixedly at the door. 

When it became clear Mr. Gore was not arriving immedi- 
ately. he began pacing to and fro. He smiled broadly when 
Mr. Gore came in but" moved stiffly. 

Mr. Gore, the first senior Western politician to meet Mr. 
Yeltsin since he was reelected, planned to discuss a recent 
flare-up in fiahting in Chechenya among other issues. 

Both Russian and U.S. officials have issued reassurances 
on Mr. Yeltsin's health since the surprise postponement of 
Monday's meeting with Mr. Gore. 

A Kremlin statement said that Mr. Yeltsin, who suffered 
two heart attacks last year, had decided to take a short hol- 
iday and U.S. President Bill Clinton said he had no reason 
to believe Mr. Yeltsin had a serious illness. 

The health issue has overshadowed a two-day session of 
a U.S .-Russian Joint Commission on Economic and 
Technological Cooperation, which opened Monday and is 
co-chaired by Mr. Gore and Russian Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin. 

Meanwhile an article in the New Yorker magazine said 
Monday Mr. Yeltsin seriously considered calling off the 
Russian presidential election and vowed to his aides that if 
he lost to the Communists he would never allow them to 
take power. 

The article, by veteran Moscow correspondent David 
Remnick. also said that Gen. Alexander Lebed, fuming at 
being denied an appointment with Mr. Yeltsin on July 3, the 
day the Russian leader won reelection, threatened to go to 



Head of the French employers federation ( CNPF), Jean Gandois (left) gestures as he 
welcomes South African President Nelson Mandela to a breakfast meeting Tuesday. 
President Mandela is on the last day of his official visit to France (Reuter photo) 

Mandela makes a sales pitch in Paris 


PARIS (R) — President 
Nelson Mandela sought to 
tempt more foreign inves- 
tors to South Africa Tues- 
day with an upbeat sales 
pitch but many French in- 
dustrialists remained wary 
of a crime wave and de- 
layed privatisation plans. 

Breakfasting with busi- 
ness leaders on the last day 
of a state visit to Paris, the 
longtime prisoner of apar- 
theid-turned elder states- 
man appealed to his audi- 
ence’s wallets — and to 
their hearts with a reminder 
of the legacy of the 1789 
French Revolution. 

Mr. Mandela foresook his 
trademark colourful silk 
shirts for a grey suit to de- 
liver a speech before in- 
vestors keen to catch up 
with European rivals, and 
then focused forcefully on 
his audience's chief con- 
cerns. 

“I know many of you are 
worried about the high rate 
of crime as well as the num- 
ber of strikes. We have 
already taken initiatives to 
bring down crime and I am 
convinced that we will dras- 


tically reduce it." he said. 

“Many people are worried 
that we are not taking a hard 
line against labour in the 
numerous strikes we have 
had. The labour movement 
are our allies, they helped to 
put us into power...We are 
using the method of sitting 
down and talking with 
them,” he added. 

One businessman grunted 
in an aside: “That won’t 
work." 

Trade union objections 
would do nothing to stop a 
privatisation programme 
announced last year from 
going ahead, Mr. Mandela 
said. 

Asked about delays. Trade 
and Industry- Minister Alec 
Erwin said’ the transport 
sector was the next priority 
and that the government 
was seeking equity partners 
for the water, sewage, elec- 
tricity and housing sectors. 

Mr. Mandela's stature, 
alongside his pledges of fas- 
ter economic growth, de- 
ficit-reduction. tax incen- 
tives for investors and na- 
tional reconciliation won 
him two rounds of applause 


U.S. envoy wants urgency 
in Burundi peace process 


BUJUMBURA (R) — U.S. President Bill 
Clinton's special envoy for Burundi said 
Tuesday a regional peacekeeping plan for 
the Central African country should move 
ahead “wiih a sense of uigency" to stop 
mass ethnic killings. 

Envoy Howard Wolpe said in a statement 
that African leaders were worried that a 
plan agreed at a summit in Arusha, Tan- 
zania. to provide foreign military assistance 
for Burundi was moving too slowly. 

‘'They believe that the process must move 
ahead with a sense of urgency in order to 
restore security, end tragic loss of lives, and 
begin the political helling process," Mr. 
Wolpe said. '■ 

“W’e share the belief that the' , Arusha 
process needs tu move ahead on an urgent 


basis. We also remain convinced a political 
solution which adheres to democratic 
norms while respecting minority rights, and 
which involves all parties, is the only way 
to achieve a just and durable peace,” he 
added. 

The peace plan, endorsed by the Orga- 
nisation of African Unity (OAU), involves 
sending Ugandan. Tanzanian and Ethiopian 
troops to end ethnic carnage in Burundi 
w-here 150,000 people have died over the 
past three years in violence between rebels 
of the Hutu majority and the Tutsi-dominat- 
ed army. 

The plan is opposed both by Tutsi hard- 
liners backing the army and the main Hutu 
rebel group, the National Council for the 
Defence of Democracy (CNDD). 
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CNN headquarters in Moscow and ‘‘tell the world that Boris 
Nikolayevich is dead." 

The threar worked and Gen. Lebed, now a key figure in 
the Yeltsin administration, got his interview, Mr. Remnick 
said. 

In the runoff election, Mr. Yeltsin beat Mr. Zyuganov by 
13 percentage points, 53.7 per cent to 40.4. 

Mr. Remnick quoted Mr. Yeltsin as telling his aides 
repeatedly that if the Communists won the presidency, he 
would not permit them to take power. “I will not allow the 
Communists into power," Mr. Remnick quotes Mr. Yeltsin 
as saying. 

He also quotes Sergei Karaganov, a member of Mr. 
Yeltsin's presidential council, as saying Mr. Yeltsin would 
have ceded power to anybody but the Communists. 

Mr. Remnick said it was a close call that an election was 
even held and that, in part, was due to Mr. Yeltsin's mistak- 
en belief that he was the most popular politician in the 
country. 

When he made a statement to that effect to his presiden- 
tial council. Mr. Remnick said people were stunned. 

“It was crazy. And yet we all sat there in silence. We were 
shocked, wondering, where did he get this idea. A few tried 
to suggest, very gently, that maybe the numbers were not so 
high — but only very gently," said one adviser, Emil Pain. 

By mid-March, Mr. Remnick said hardliners around Mr. 
Yeltsin were pressing him to call off the election, using the 
Duma's resolution to renounce the agreement that effec- 
tively dissolved the Soviet Union as an excuse. 

To aid Mr. Yeltsin if he decided to call off the election, 
troops — using the excuse of a bomb scare — sealed off the 
parliament building to prevent opposition politicians from 
holding out there, Mr. Remnick said. 

On March 17, Mr. Remnick said Mr. Yeltsin held a series 
of one-on-one meetings at the Kremlin to decide whether to 
use what his aides were calling '‘the force variation.” 

He immediately encountered opposition, especially from 
his minister of internal affairs, Anatoly Kulikov, who told 
Mr. Yeltsin he could not guarantee the loyalty of his troops 
in such an action and that it could lead to bloodshed. 

“Mr. Yeltsin balked more out of a sense of politics than 
out of ethics," Mr. Remnick wrote, adding that Mr. Yeltsin 
also cancelled his coup out of a sense of history as well. 
“He desperately wants to be thought of as a force for good 
in history." Mr. Remnick quoted one aide as saying. 

Diana 
quits 100 
charities 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Princess Diana, who is di- 
vorcing heir-to-the-throne 
Prince Charles, announced 
Tuesday she had resigned 
as patron or president of 
almost 100 charities. 

The .princess, who has , 
won wo^dwidei affeofidn • 
for her work with the sick ' 
and afflicted, said she 
would in future continue to 
work with just six charities. 

The princess is believed 
to want her former charities 
to be free to seek another 
patron now that she is tech- 

andois (left) gestures as he n j. c ^- v n0 J.°? ge { a memt?er 

ireakfast meeting Tuesday. °^i£ e r0 ^ family. 

France (Reuter ?hoto) . statement came just a 

. _L . day after Princess Diana 
tpn m Pari O and Prince Charles began 

divorce proceedings to end 
from industrialists. But damage. 

many were less than con- Fnd ^: m . 311 a ?" 

vinced nouncement that the couple 

-Crime is not on the way t * m “ ° f 

out. it's spreading to Johan- * e,r v . dl ™ rce “tUemeM, 
nesburg. And there's so B-iekingham Palace said 

the princess future role 

X "? would be for her to decide, 

from the apartheid regime The statement from the 
that II S cheaper to deal princess .s office said ^ 
dirough pnvate banks than [j ecision t0 SEmd down 
trade bodies, said one pub- ^ raost her charities 
he utility manager based in resulted - m ^ change of 

S °H? Afrlc,L . her status following her 

The government says it impending divorce, 
has lifted exchange controls The charities were cold 
for foreign investors but Tuesday that the princess 
there are still many in would no longer be able to 

place,' echoed a French give them her formal pat- 

banker. ronage. 

France has doubled its “She has therefore with 
investment in South Africa regret resigned her position 
in the last three years and with them as patron or pre- 
aims to increase trade by 50 sident," the statement said, 
per cent in the next three Among the charities Prin- 
years. cess Diana is quitting are 

It is South Africa's sixth- Relate, which advises cou- 
largest trading partner — pies whose marriages are 
with only 3.9 per cent of failing, and the British Red 

market share — behind Cross, of which she was 

Germany, the United States. vice-president. 

Britain.’ Japan and Italy. The charities she will 

France aims to increase retain links with are Cen- 
trade by 50 per cent in the trepoint. which helps the 
next three years. homeless, the English Na- 

tional Ballet, the Leprosy 

iiM/TAvimr Mission, the National 

iiriZCIlCV AIDS Trust. Great Ormond 

«7 Street Hospital for Sick 

Children and the Royal 
Marsden Hospital. 
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pecting minority rights, and cess said, 
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:an Unity (OAU), involves relied heavily on the prin- 
n. Tanzanian and Ethiopian cess as a magnet for funds, 
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people have died over the planning a summer holiday 
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China’s People Liberation Army (PLA) Major General Liu Zhenwu salutes as he is 
accompanied by Commander of the British Forces Major-General Bryan Duton 
(right) while reviewing the honour guard upon Gen. Liu’s arrival in Hong Kong 
Monday. Gen. Liu will take up the post as the FLA commander here when Hong 
Kong reverts to the Chinese rule in mid-1997. The three-day historic visit includes 
tours to key sites where the PLA soldiers will be stationed after the handover (Reuter 
photo) 

Chinese general inspects 
future Hong Kong command 


‘ HONG KONG (R) — The 
Chinese general in charge 
of the garrison poised to 
march into Hong Kong next 
year when the British flag 
comes down flew by heli- 
copter to the territory Tues- 
day to inspect his future 
command. 

Major-General Liu Zhen- 
wu began his visit — the 
first by a senior People’s Li- 
beration Army (PLA) offi- 
cer to the British colony — 
with a brief inspection of a 
company of Gurkha troops. 

Gen. Liu’s three-day visit 
at the invitation of his Bri- 
tish counterpart, Major-Ge- 
neral Bryan Dutton, com- 
mander of the British forces 
in Hong Kong, w ill include 
a helicopter tour of Hong 
Kong and visits to key sites 
to be handed over to the 
'PLA' hen the- British de- 
r pfcrt at ntidnighron'Jurne 30, 
1997. 

The imminent arrival of 
the PLA is viewed with 
some trepidation in Hong 
Kong, a British colony for 
more than 150 years and 
where the memory of the 
1989 military crackdown 
around Beijing’s Tianan- 
men Square remains brand- 
ed in the collective memory. 

China's military leaders, 
aware of the need to win the 
hearts and minds of their 
future compatriots, have 
launched a public relations 


blitz to allay any fears. 

The troops selected to 
serve in Hong Kong are the 
cream of the crop, Hong 
Kong people have been ass- 
sured. 

They are disciplined and 
well-educated. They will be 
well-behaved too, the peo- 
ple of Hong Kong have 
been promised. There will 
be no carousing in the bars, 
restaurants and karaoke par- 
lours of the Wanchai night- 
club district 

Members of the 10.000- 
strong garrison will need 
official permission to leave 
their barracks — and will be 
allowed out only in groups 
and under escort. 

Moonlighting, gambling 
and visiting fortune-tellers 
are banned and troops will 
fce'rotated back to their bar- 
racks in southern China to 
'unwind?- Chinese officers 
have said. 

In any case, few would be 
able to afford many of Hong 
Kong’s delights. 

Gen. Liu, 52, will earn 
only 1,200 yuan ($145) a 
month. China’s official 
media have reported. The 
Hong Kong government-set 
minimum wage for a do- 
mestic servant is around 
$500 a month. 

News of the meagre sa- 
laries the troops will earn 
has prompted some fears in 
Hong Kong that the PLA 


ganison — which will take 
over some of the world's 
priciest real estate from the 
British military — may be 
tempted to dabble in busi- 
ness to supplement low wa- 
ges and slim budgets. 

China has pledged the 
ganison will not carry out 
commercial activities with- 
in Hong Kong's borders. 

Neither the British nor 
Chinese military would dis- 
close the precise itinerary 
for Gen. Liu's visit in order 
to allow the major-general 
to inspect military sites and 
conduct informal discus- 
sions away from the glare of 
publicity. 

“General Liu is in Hong 
Kong for informal discus- 
sions. and will be liaising 
with™ units from the British 
army, navy' and W force." ' 
Roger .GaOdwin,'press offi- 
cer for the British forces in 
Hong Kong, told reporters. 

“We hope, and we intend, 
that this visit will be the 
first of a series before the 
handover." he added. 

As commander of the gar- 
rison-in-waiting, Mr. Liu is 
expected to play a key role 
in the actual transfer of sov- 
ereignty, including the stiil- 
to-be-planned ceremonies 
marking Hong Kong's re- 
turn to Chinese rule next 


Blast rips through Ukraine premier’s car 


KIEV, Ukraine (AP) — An 
explosion ripped through 
Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Pavlo Lazarenko’s car 
Tuesday in what his office 
called an assassination at- 
tempt 

There were no injuries in 
the blast which occurred in 
northern Kiev as the prime 
minister was on his way to 
the airport said Mr. Laza- 
renko’s spokesman Vasil 
Mitarchuk. 

The trunk of Mr. Lazaren- 
ko's car and another vehicle 
in his motorcade were dam- 
aged. Mr. Lazarenko and his 
driver were the only occu- 
pants of the premier's car, 
officials said. 

The Interfax News Agen- 
cy said a powerful radio- 
operated explosive device 


was used in the morning 
attack. It was apparently 
planted on the road along 
the route expected to be 
taken by Mr. Lazarenko. 

The explosion left a crater 
1.5 metres deep and about 2 
metres wide, it said. 

Interfax also quoted one 
investigator as saying the 
bomb exploded while Mr. 
Lazarenko's car swerved to 
pass a passenger bus. which 
possibly diminished the 
impact of the explosion. 

An Interior Ministry 
spokesman, however said 
no traces of a bomb were 
immediately found by po- 
lice investigators. 

Mr. Mitarchuk said the 
government was consider- 
ing the blast an assassina- 
tion attempt. 


“This is a catastrophe. 
We're all terrified." he said. 

Mr. Lazarenko left the 
capital an hour after the in- 
cident, travelling to the 
eastern Ukrainian city of 
Do-netsk to negotiate with 
striking coal miners. 

A Soviet-era collective 
farm boss, Mr. Lazarenko 
was appointed prime minis- 
ter by President Leonid 
Kuchma in May. The ap- 
pointment was just ap- 
proved by parliament last 
week. 

Interfax quoted an uniden- 
tified government official as 
saying "some forces dislike 
Mr. Lazarenko's latest steps 
aimed at restoring order in 
the coal industry and the 
country in general." 


Dalai Lama calls for pressure on 
China over human rights in Tibet 


LONDON (R) — - The Dalai 
Lama called Tuesday for a 
conceited international ef- 
fort to pressure China to 
improve human rights in 
Tibet and to start negotia- 
tions with his government 
in exile. 

The 60-year-old Tibetan 
spiritual and political lea- 
der, addressing a meeting of 
British parliamentarians at 
the palace of Westminster in 
London, reaffirmed his 
commitment to non-violent 
resistance to Chinese autho- 
rities in Tibet. 

“We need the govern- 
ments of democratic coun- 
tries to continue to urge the 
Chinese authorities to res- 
pect human rights in Tibet 
and to enter into serious 
negotiations with us," he 


said. 

“But as long as 1 lead our 
freedom struggle, there will 
be no deviation from the 
path of non-violence. Today 
1 wish to reiterate our will- 
ingness to start negotiations 
anytime, anywhere, without 
any preconditions ” 

The Dalai Lama, who 
won the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 1989, heads a govern- 
ment in exile based at the 
nonhem Indian town of 
Dharamsala, where more 
than 100,000 Tibetan refu- 
gees now live. He will be in 
Britain until July 21. 

He said the world needed 
to recognise that the sur- 
vival of Tibetans as a dis- 
tinct people was under con- 
stant threat 

“The destruction of cul- 


tural artefacts and traditions 
coupled with the mass in- 
flux of Chinese into Tibet 
amounts to cultural geno- 
cide," he said. 

China attacked the deci- 
sion to allow the Dalai La- 
ma, to make the address at 
the Houses of Parliament. 

"It will bring about ad- 
verse affects to the Sino- 
British relations," said a Fo- 
reign Ministry spokesman 
in Beijing. 

In his address, the Dalai 
Lama stressed he was not 
demanding total indepen- 
dance from China. 

“What I am striving for is 
genuine self-rule for Tibet," 
he said. “I have refrained 
from asking for complete 
independence." 


Admirers want 
reburial for Haile 
Selassie * 

ADDIS ABABA (R) — 
Admirers of Ethiopia's 
murdered Emperor Haile 
Selassie announced Mon- 
day they were setting up a 
memorial fund to give him 
an honourable burial. The 
emperor, who ruled Ethio- 
pia for nearly 50 years, 
died after being suffocated 
in his bed by Marxist army 
officers who overthrew 
him in 1974, according to 
evidence presented at their 
trial. Haile Selassie's re; 
mains were exhumed on 
Feb. 16. 1992. from a sec- 
ret grave under a stone toi-* 
let constructed beneath the 
office used by ousted dicta- 
tor Mengistu Haile Mar- 
iam. They were moved to a 
royalist mausoleum and 
placed alongside those of 
the late monarch's prede- 
cessors where they await 
transfer to a purpose-built 
tomb. The Haile Selassie I 
Memorial Foundation, ap- 
pealing for support by for- 
eign well-wishers, said in a 
statement its main task was 
to organise an honourable 
burial ceremony. The 105th 
anniversary of his birth 
falls on July 23. Haile 
Selassie deserved a decent 
burial in line with govern- 
ment policy of offering 
reburial for all Ethiopians 
killed under Mengistu 's 
regime, the statement said. 
Royalists initially wanted 
the emperor’s funeral dec- ® 
lared an official day of 
mourning but they post- 
poned the reburial indefi- 
nitely following the gov- 
ernment’s refusal to ob- 
serve it as a state event 

Policemen held in 
mafia swoop in 
Italy 

BARI, Italy (R) — Four 
police officers were among 
dozens of people arrested 
Tuesday in a crackdown on 
a mafia-style organised 
crime group in Italy, police 
said. They said the opera- 
• tion, codenamed “Charle- 
magne," was carried out by 
200 police in six regions of 
Italy following revelations 
by a turncoat. Suspects 
arrested included two serv- 
ing and two retired mem- 
bers of the Carabinieri Pa- 
ramilitary Police Force 
from the Puglia region of* - 
southern Italy, where in- 
vestigators say the group 
was based. Two of the offi- 
cers were suspected of be- | 
ing members of the group 
and two of aiding and abet- 
ting its activities, police |l 

said. Other suspects arrest- 1 1 

ed faced charges ranging 1 

from murder, arms and ' 

drugs trafficking to extor- J 

lion and robbery. 
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Mexico seizes 
5 tonnes of 
marijuana, jails 41 

MEXICO CITY (R) — 
Mexican authorities said 
Monday they had confis- 
cated more than five metric 
tonnes of marijuana and 
arrested 41 suspected drug 
traffickers in five separate 
operations. Four of the fire 
busts came in the north- 
western state of Baja Cali- 
fornia bordering the United 
States, the attorney gener- 
al’s office said in a news 
release. In the largest haul,jF 
Federal Judicial Police 
captured 3.965 pounds 
(1.799 kg) of marijuana 
and arrested seven people. 

In a separate operation in 
Baja California, police 
arrested a man with 1,548 
pounds (702 kg) of mari- 
juana hidden in al umin um 

cylinders aboard a truck 
with federal government 
licence plates. Another 
truck with federal govern- 
ment licence plates was 
stopped with 1,587 pounds 
(702 kg) of marijuana hid- 
den among boxes of pa- 
payas. the news release 
said. A U.S. citizen named 
John David Orcutt was 
arrested in a fourth opera- 
tion in Baja California with 
809 pounds (367 kg) 
packed in sealed paint con- 
tainers, the government 
said. The fifth bust took£’ 
place in the southwestern 
state of Michoacan, where 
an undisclosed a mount of 
marijuana was detected in a 
truck carrying mangoes. 
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check *** of a Belgian Hercules C-130 military transport plane at Eindhoven 

Airport iuesday. Thirty-two passengers were killed, including four Belgian crew members, when the plane 
crashed before landing July 15. Most of the passengers were members of a Dutch military band en route from 
Vilhfranca, Italy to the Melsbroek Air Base in Belgium (Reuter photo) 

32 killed in Belgian military plane crash 

rr\rT\Tir\i7T?\T . 


EINDHOVEN. Netherlands 
(R) — The Belgian military 
aircraft which crashed at 
Eindhoven in the Nether- 
lands, killing 32 people, 
was nt>t carrying a "black 
box" flight recorder, the 
Belgian chief of staff said 
Tuesday. 

"There are not any real 


flight recorders on board 
military aircraft., possibly 
for strategic reasons taken 
into account by the manu- 
facturers." Guido Van 
Hecke told Belgian Radio. 
"But we have a highly spe- 
cialised team charged with 
investigating the cause of 
the accident.” 
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A survivor of the Hercules crash in Eindhoven, 
Holland, is transported to the Zuiderzee hospital in 
Rotterdam Monday. The survivor’s burns were serious 
enough to warrant his transportation by ambulance 
with a police escort from Eindhoven to the born centre 
in Rotterdam (Reuter photo) 


The 26-year-old C-130 
Hercules aircraft; ploughed 
into a field and burst into 
flames Monday as it tried to 
land at the military section 
of Eindhoven Airport in the 
south of the country. 

Apart from those killed, 
nine people were seriously 
injured. Most of the casual- 
ties were members of a 
Dutch military brass band 
returning from a music fes- 
tival in Italy. 

It was confirmed that 41 
people on board the plane 
were accounted for, with all 
four Belgian crew among 
the dead 

Of the 2$ Dutch personnel 
killed a number were 
young conscripts due to end 
their military service Tues- 
day, Defence Ministry 
spokesman Jaapjan Rij- 
laarsdam said. 

“We cannot release exact 
numbers (of the conscripts) 
at this stage as ail the dead 
baye. . npt yet,, been , identi- 
.fie^'llbe^aid .•fThedqinilies 
come first" 

All nine wounded had 
been identified he added 

A Reuters photographer at 
the scene said one of the 
nine wounded was said to 
be in a critical condition. 

Major A art Fokkema. 
spokesman for the Air Force 
Information Service, told 
Reuters families of some of 
the dead were at the scene. 

A memorial service for 
those who died was planned 
for Wednesday but no pre- 
cise time had yet been set, 
he said 

It was the worst disaster to 
hit the Netherlands since an 
El A1 Boeing cargo plane 
smashed into a block of 


flats in a southeastern sub- 
urb of Amsterdam in Octo- 
ber 1992, killing at least 43 
people. 

Dutch newspapers carried 
front-page photographs of 
the crippled Hercules lying 
near the military runway, its 
fuselage charred wing-tips 
ripped off and with a gaping 
hole along its right-hand 
side. 

The team of Dutch and 
Belgian experts investigat- 
ing die crash had not yet 
released any information, 
but witnesses said Monday 
they saw the plane bank 
sharply as it appeared to 
abort its landing. 

One young boy told Dutch 
television he saw the 
plane's wing clip the grass 
as it flipped over. Another 
said the plane had been 
making “weird manoeu- 
vres.” 

The Belgian Defence Mi- 
nistry. , which routinely co- . 
operates- -with- its- ; Dutch ; 
counterpart in transporting 
personnel, said the crash 
was the Belgian military’s 
first for 25 years involving a 
Hercules. 

The Dutch government 
information office said 
Tuesday Crown Prince Wil- 
lem Alexander would attend 
Wednesday's remembrance 
service on behalf of Queen 
Beatrix, who Monday 
expressed her deepest sym- 
pathy for relatives of the 
victims. 

The service will also be 
attended by Prime Minister 
Wim Kok, who interrupted 
his summer break to go to 
Eindhoven Monday. 


Scores dead, millions 
homeless in India floods 
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: GUWAHATI, India (R) — 

Flooding • and landslides 
have killed up to 200 people 
and made some 2.2 million 
homeless in northeast India 
and north Bangladesh and 
monsoon rains continue to 
lash the region, officials 
said Tuesday. 

Officials in the Indian tea 
and oii-rich state of Assam 
said the fortnight-old flood- 
ing had claimed 23 lives 
there and forced a stagger- 
ing 1 .7 million people from 
• their homes. 

They said 150 relief 
camps had been set up to 
provide shelter and food to 
the homeless and troops 
were working around-the- 
clock to rescue marooned 
villagers and reopen roads. 

In the past 24 hours. SO 
villages were inundated by 
torrents of water from tribu- 
taries of the Brahmaputra 
River. On Tuesday morning 
alone, three districts record- 
ed rainfall of more than one 
cm (0.4 inch). 

The rains paused Tuesday 
in pans of eastern West 
Bengal state where at least 
70 people had been killed 
and 350.000 made home- 
less by floods or mudslides 
since Thursday. 

Rescue workers found 20 
bodies under debris in the 
state’s Cooch Behar and 
__ Jalpaiguri districts, where 
/ many villagers had tried to 
flee across swollen rivers in 
shallow wooden boats. 

"There are definitely 
more bodies under the 


debris,” A.K. Maliwal, a se- 
nior police official at the 
scene, told Reuters. 

“We fear the toll (in 
Cooch Behar and Jalpai- 
guri) will cross 100.” 

Troops canying medicine, 
rice and wheat on their 
heads waded through 
swirling waters to tempo- 
rary camps for the home- 
less. 

Relief efforts were slow, 
however, because sections 
of road had been swept 
away and many highways 
were blocked with boulders 
from landslides. 

Flooding is an annual 
event in the northeast India, 
which is said to have the 
highest rainfall in the world 
from a rainy season that 
lasts until" September. 
Roughly 100 million people 
live in the affected areas. 

In northern Bangladesh, 
meanwhile, the death toll 
from flooding rose to 15 af- 
ter six people were drowned 
or crushed in a house col- 
lapse. 

Local officials said troops 
and volunteers had evacuat- 
ed about 30,000 people, but 
some 150,000 still were 
stranded on high ground or 
the roofs of houses. 

Food and drinking water 
shortages were reported in 
many areas. . 

Local reports said that in 
the tea-growing district of 
Sylhet. which was flooded 
for the second time in two 
weeks, almost 300 people 
had diarrhoea. 


Lucid sets record for 
American in space 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Flo- 
rida (R) — Astronaut Shan- 
non Lucid orbited into the 
record books Monday as 
her stay aboard the Russian 
Mir space station became 
the longest space mission 
by an American. 

Lucid, who heard this 
weekend that she would be 
staying in space an addi- 
tional six weeks because of 
problems with the U.S. 
shuttle that was to bring her 
home, seemed matter-of- 
fact about the milestone 
when she spoke with re- 
porters Monday. 

"As far as setting the 
record, I just hope that it's 
not a record that holds for 
very long because I hope in 
the next few years that quite 
a few Americans will have 
the opportunity to spend a 
long time in space.” Lucid 
said. 

Lucid, who blasted into 
space on March 22, sur- 
passed the 115-day record 
set by NASA astronaut 
Norman Thagard during a 
1995 trip to the orbiting 
Russian space outpost, but 
the 53-year-old biochemist 
and mother of three said her 
lengthy stay had a different 
significance for her family. 

“It means I’ve been gone 
from home for an awfully 
long time ” she said. “It's 
time to come home and 
start doing the things that I 
normally do around the 
bouse." 

The extended stay in 


space will mean missing the 
21st birthday of her youn- 
gest son, Michael, and the 
28th birthday of Kawai, her 
oldest daughter. ‘T told 
them we'd make it up to 
them when I do get home," 
she said. 

Lucid, who has been on 
Mir since March, was due 
to return to Earth in early 
August but problems with 
booster rockets strapped to 
shuttle Atlantis, which was 
to have brought her back, 
have pushed back the 
launch date until around 
Sept. 15 from July 31 and 
delayed her homecoming 
until late September. 

The mission would have 
to be extended a lot longer 
for Lucid to break the world 
record for the longest space 
visit of more than 400 days 
set by a Russian medical 
doctor last year. 

Lucid has kept in touch 
with her family and friends 
through Electronic Mail 
and regular video confer- 
ence link-ups. 

She said her family also 
had rushed a package of 
gifts for her to Russia. The 
box will be loaded aboard a 
Progress supply ship sched- 
uled for launch to the sta- 
tion this month. 

“My daughters went out 
and they bought a few extra 
books and I also wanted 
some junk food,” she said. 


Russia’s Chechenya offensive 
shows no sign of letting up 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s post-election offensive in rebel 
Chechenya with its steady stream of casualties showed no 
sign of letting up Tuesday, although U.S. Vice-President AI 
Gore said Moscow could be about to relaunch peace efforts. 

Federal troops continued to flush out separatist fighters 
from their strongholds in the mountainous region, Interfax 
News Agency quoted a senior Russian military officer as 
saying. 

Fighting flared in Chechenya shortly after President Boris 
Yeltsin won a July 3 election against Communist leader 
Gennady Zyuganov. A ceasefire and peace talks which 
started during the election campaign have collapsed. 

But Mr. Gore, visiting Moscow, told Reuter correspon- 
dent Laurence McQuillan Tuesday that there was a “distinct 
chance" that the ceasefire could be restored within a few 
■ days and that a partial withdrawal of Russian troops could 
take place. 

ITAR-TASS news agency, reporting from the regional 
capital Grozny, said two Russian soldiers had been killed 
by a mine Monday in the southern Vedeno region. A total of 
six Russian troops had been wounded In clashes since 
Monday, it added. 

The official Russian casualty report made do mention of 
other casualties. 

But eyewitnesses told Reuters that 10 civilians had been 
gunned down Monday by troops in Sovkhoz Groznensky, 
about 15 kilometres west of Grozny. They said another 
three people were missing. 

TASS, in a separate report, said locals had gathered out- 
side the headquarters of the pro-Moscow Chechen govern- 
ment in Grozny to demand an investigation into what it 
described as the mass murder of 12 people near the capital. 

It said 10 people had been killed in a western suburb 
Monday when two unidentified armoured personnel carri- 
ers fired on three cars. Another two were killed in the north 
of the city, it added. 

Elsewhere, Russian helicopters attacked the village of 
Starye Atagi south of Grozny Monday, TASS said. Initial 
reports said one child was wounded. No one was killed. 

"There are grounds to believe that the prime taiget for the 
rocket strike was the house of the parents of (Chechen rebel 
leader) Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev,” the agency added. 

More than 30,000 combatants and civilians have been 
killed since Mr. Yeltsin sent in troops in December 1994 to 
crush Checbenya's independence drive. 

In the latest attacks, scores of people, including many 
civilians, have been killed on both sides and hundreds of 
houses damaged or destroyed. 

Mr. Gore, attending a two-day session of a U.S.-Russian 
Joint Commission on Economic and Technological 
Cooperation, was likely to raise the issue at a planned! meet- 
ing Tuesday with Mr. Yeltsin. 

“I think that there is a reassessment under way,” said Mr. 
Gore, who arrived in Moscow Saturday and has been meet- 
ing Russian officials about several issues, including 
Chechenya. 


“1 think there is a distinct chance that within the next two 
or three days we'll see a new direction in policy there," said 
Mr. Gore, who has publicly expressed growing U.S. con- 
cern about the violence. 

Asked if the change might involve a ceasefire and a par- 
tial withdrawal of Russian troops, Mr. Gore replied: “I 
would say that's within the realm of possibility.” 

Russian Interior Minister Anatoly Kulikov, sounding a 
death knell for peace hopes in Chechenya, blamed rebels 
Tuesday for two bomb blasts in Moscow and said his forces 
would destroy them. 

“Hypocritically hiding behind the words of a peaceful 
solution to the Chechen crisis, the separatist leaders have 
unleashed bloody terror again not only in Chechenya but far 
outside the Chechen Republic's borders,” Mr. Kulikov said. 

Two trolleybus bombs injured 33 people last week, 
throwing down a challenge to Mr. Kulikov’s crime-fighting 
ministry and to President Yeltsin. 

“There are grounds for asserting that the explosions in 
Moscow were planned in the Chechen Republic,” Me. 
Kulikov, whose troops fight side-by-side with Defence 
Ministry forces in the southern region, told a news confer- 
ence. 

Federal forces had no choice but to wipe out the rebels, he 
said, since they denied all knowledge of attacks in and out- 
side Chechenya and since they would not disarm under any 
conditions. 

“If it is so, then there is only one thing left to do — and 
the federal forces are doing it — which is to destroy the 
bandits who cany out these crimes," he said. 

Mr. Kulikov did not even pay lip service to a pre-election 
peace deal agreed by Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Yandarbiyev 
which provided for the withdrawal of Russian troop and a 
ceasefire in return for Chechen disarmament. 

Mr. Kulikov said 170 of 300 to 400 rebels had been killed 
in the village of Gekhi but local people said the rebels left 
before the bombs fell. 

He gave a long list of heavy weapons which he said were 
seized in Gekhi. 

Mr Kulikov said it was too soon to talk about withdraw- 
ing troops by Sept 1 in line with the peace deal. 

Mr. Kulikov said be would present his argument at a 
meeting of a government commission trying to solve the 
crisis Wednesday. 

“As a proposal at tomorrow’s address I plan to say direct- 
ly: It is too early to talk about withdrawing federal troops 
from the republic now," he said, adding that if tilings 
improved it “might be possible” to stick to the original 
timetable. 

He said Moscow's death toll since the peace deal was 
higher than ever, with 73 men killed and 380 wounded. 

“We have no illusions about these people. They will not 
lay down their arms under any conditions,” be said. 

“Their very existence is a constant, extremely dangerous 
source of terrorism, and it is only after it has been removed 
that we can start talking about a peaceful solution.” 


Park closed 
while Sri .... 
Lankan 
troops hunt 
for rebels 

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka 
(AP) — The government 
has closed a wildlife park 
in southeastern Sri Lanka 
as hundred of soldiers hunt 
for Tamil Tiger rebels, offi- 
cials said Tuesday. 

The hunt in the Yala 
Wildlife Sanctuary began 
after rebels began abduct- 
ing, questioning and then 
releasing a number of visi- 
tors to the park in the last 
few days, officials said. 

“No visitors will be 
allowed into the park pend- 
ing the conclusion of the 
military operation," said a 
spokesman for the Wildlife 
Department who did not 
wish to be identified. 

There were no immediate 
reports of any confronta- 
tions with the rebels, who 
reportedly have set up 
hideouts in the park, mili- 
tary officials said. 

In June, the rebels had 
torched two holiday bun- 
galows in the park after 
chasing away its occu- 
pants. The elephants, leop- 
ards, bears and deer at the 
park draw hundreds of 
locals every day. 

Meanwhile, eight rebels 
and one policeman were 
killed in three separate 
confrontations in northern 
and eastern Sri Lanka, the 
mili tary said. 

Seven of the rebels were 
killed when troops con- 
fronted a group of guerril- 
las at Vallikamam village 
in the northern Jaffna 
peninsula Tuesday, said 
Major Tilak Dunuwille, in 
a statement. 

The policeman was shot 
dead by rebels in north- 
western Mannar town, 
while the other rebel was 
killed when troops 
ambushed a group of guer- 
rillas at Soakaddi Thottam 
village in eastern Batti- 
caloa district, Maj. Dunu- 
wille said. Both the inci- 
dents occurred Monday. 

The rebels have been 
fighting since 1983 for a 
separate homeland in the 
north and east. 


N. Ireland peace talks resume 


^BELFAST (R). tt: Northern 
■y Ireland peace talks resumed 
Tuesday after , week-long 
violence which one politi- 
cian said had dealt democ- 
racy a body blow in the 
troubled province. 

“I don’t think that people 
can simply pretend to them- 
selves the events of the last 
week haven’t happened... 
They have inflicted terrible 
wounds on the body politic 
of democracy,” John Alder- 
dice, leader of the moderate 
Alliance Party said. 

British Northern Ireland 
Secretary Sir Patrick May- 
hew and Irish Foreign Mi- 
nister Dick Spring were due 
to meet informally to try to 
ease sharp strains caused by 
Dublin's criticism of 
Britain’s handling of the 
worst unrest for years. 

Mr. Spring, in Brussels 
for an EU meeting, told 
reporters he would have 
some hard questions for his 
British opposite number 
over why police reversed a 
ban on an Orange Order pa- 
rade through a Catholic su- 
burb, which unleased days 
of Roman Catholic fury. 

“I think there will be a lot 
of hard questions asked dur- 
ing the session today,” said 
Mr. Spring, who was due to 
hold a formal session of 
talks with British ministers 
Thursday. 

The Irish government ac- 
cuses its British partner in 


process of .surrendering to 
Protestants who demon- 
strated in thousands to get 
the march ban lifted. 

“What we’ve seen in the 
past week reminds us all 
that we have to restore the 
primacy of politics," Mr. 
Spring said. 

“That can only be done by 
discussion, by meetings — 
which we will start later this 
afternoon — leading on to a 
full meeting of the Anglo- 
Irish inter-governmental 
Northern Ireland confer- 
ence later this week,” Mr. 
Spring told Irish Radio. 

The talks, hamstrung 
from day one on June 12 by 
Protestant objections to the 
choice of former U.S. Sena- 
tor George Mitchell as 
chairman, have barely held 
one hour of plenary ses- 
sions. 

Protestant Unionist par- 
ties, who want the province 
to remain British, suspect 
Mr. Mitchell, an Irish-Ame- 
rican, of sympathising with 
Catholic Irish nationalists 
who want to end British 
rule. 

Catholics are represented 
at the talks by the Social 
Democratic and Labour 
Party of John Hume, who is 
expected to challenge Unio- 
nists* commitment to de- 
mocracy after their support 
for the Orange Order march 
on July 12. 


- ... 

wing ; of Irish -Republican 
Army (IRA) guernllas,&& 
excluded from the negotia- 
tions until its guerrilla ba- 
ckers renew a 17-month 
ceasefire they broke in 
February. 

All parties to the talks 
have committed themselves 
to six democratic principles 
of non-violence drawn up 
by Mr. Mitchell and dele- 
gates said some parties 
might question whether the 
biggest group, the Ulster 
Unionist Party (UUP) had 
acted on them. 

David Trimble’s UUP 
said the parade ban was an 
attempt to appease the 40 
per cent Roman Catholic 
minority and Sinn Fein and 
signalled that his party 
would block any conces- 
sions aimed at securing a 
renewed IRA ceasefire. 

The conflagration caused 
violent riots in Belfast, 
Londonderry and towns 
across the British-ruled pro- 
vince, left one person dead 
and culminated in the deto- 
nation by suspected Irish 
Republicans of a bomb at a 
hotel, injuring 17 people. 

“All this represents with- 
out doubt the worst setback 
for many years — a return 
towards what so many peo- 
ple in Northern Ireland and 
far beyond had prayed was 
over for good,” Sir Patrick 
said Monday. 


Bulgarian president warns country’s 
chaos may lead to mass unrest 


SOFIA, Bulgaria (AP) — 
Bulgaria's president says 
mass unrest could begin this 
fall because of political and 
economic chaos. 

In an interview Monday 
with the Associated Press, 
President Zhelyu Zhelev al- 
so reiterated his call for 
stronger presidential pow- 
ers, saying it was necessary 
to prevent the country’s 
young democracy from col- 
lapsing into dictatorship. 

Mr. Zhelev, a former anti- 
communist dissident, said 
presidential elections later 
this year are unlikely to 
ease Bulgaria’s woes if 
some power is not shifted 
from parliament to the lar- 
gely ceremonial presidency. 

Since 1989, this Balkan 
country of 8.5 million peo- 
ple has struggled to over- 
come its Communist legacy. 


Economic hardship is grow- 
ing, with monthly inflation 
topping 20 per cent and the 
national currency, the lev, in 
virtual free fall against the 
dollar. Bread is short, with a 
poor harvest predicted. 

Talk of poverty leading to 
unrest this winter is wide- 
spread, although many Bul- 
garians are apathetic and 
preoccupied with the strug- 
gle to survive. 

The Socialist government 
of ex-Communists has ap- 
peared powerless to ease 
the hardships, in part be- 
cause it must meet strict 
economic criteria to obtain 
World Bank and Inter- 
national Monetary Fund 
loans that are vital to repay 
the foreign debt. 

Mr. Zhelev now appears 
to be staking a claim, to hold 
onto power. . He should 


leave office next January, 
having lost a primary elec- 
tion last month to chrose a 
candidate to run agaiosr the 
Socialists in the presidential 
contest. 

But, in a weekend address 
on state TV and radio, he 
called for strong presiden- 
tial rule as a better way than 
the current parliamentary 
system to get Bulgaria out 
of trouble. 

He reiterated his stand 
Monday. 

“1 am afraid of the irre- 
sponsibility of many politi- 
cians who obviously don’t 
understand what can. hap- 
pen if things go on like 
this,” Mr. Zhelev said. 

..“I am afraid that in late 
'fell or winter many people 
might go on the streets,” he 
said. 
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Diplomacy of 
engagement 

IN -WHAT appears to be' a necessary and 
healthy practice that has developed after the 
Cairo summit last month, Arab countries are 
holding more meetings to coordinate their 
policies on the new challenges to the peace 
process posed by the return of the Likud to 
power in Israel. The meetings in Cairo 
yesterday- between Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and Syrian Foreign Minister Faronk 
Sharaa are a clear manifestation of the Arabs' 
realisation of the enormity of the challenges 
and the importance of approaching them with 
a coordinated stand. 

The Arab countries have had different 
reactions to the election of Benyamin 
Netanyahu as prime minister of Israel. But 
they are on agreement that the peace process 
must continue with the attainment of 
comprehensive peace being its final 
objective. Accordingly, the difference is in 
the approach, not the objective and hence is 
the importance of continued dialogue to 
hammer out any differences between the Arab 
countries with the view of serving the 
common interests of all Arab countries 
directly involved in the peace process. 

Jordan and Egypt enjoy the unique position 
of having peace treaties with Israel and 
experience in dealing with the Israeli 
establishment. They also have direct 
channels with Israel which can be utilised to 
help other parties that are still in the 
process of negotiations with the Jewish 
state. In a .few days, Mr Netanyahu will be 
visiting both Cairo and Amman. Treating 
^t-(r4he Israeli — prime minister to the. -same 
argument in the two capitals will definitely 
jiave pore impact on his policies and 
approach to the peace process because he 
will realise that he is dealing with an Arab 
front that is supportive of its members and 
clear on their demands. 

There is no denying that Mr. Netanyahu's 
pronouncement on the peace process bespeak 
extremism that bodes ill for the future of the 
region as a whole. But the only way to get 
Mr. Netanyahu to soften his stands is to 
convince him of the danger inherent in them. 
That can only be done through sitting with 
him on the negotiating table and showing 
him the faultiness of his policies. If Mr. 
Netanyahu is received iu Cairo and Amman, 
■he will hear the Arabs’ views on his policies 
and their answers to them. Bot if he is not, 
the talking will be done through televisions 
and newspapers^ Around the negotiating 
tables, politicians speak "a dear and frank 
language that is not sensitive to the public 
opinion and geared towards achieving 
electoral gains. Through the media, they 
adopt the maximist positions that usually 
sell well with the public. Arabs need to talk 
to Mr. Netanyahu around the negotiating 
table and to tell hiiy that his policies will 
bring Israel neither the peace nor the 
security it says it seeks. If he listens, it is 
for the good of all. If he does not, it will be 
a totally different game and no one can 
blame the Arabs for aborting the peace 
process. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra’i daily said the Arab countries 
should hold yet another summit, as a follow up to the 
Cairo meeting, in order to come up with ideas to con- 
front the new Israeli government’s policies in the occu-' 
pied Palestinian lands. Mahmoud Rimawi said that the 
Arab countries, which consider the Palestine issue as 
the crux of the whole Middle East question, must have 
heard the plans and programmes undertaken by the new 
Israeli government for the establishment of Jewish set- 
tlements and perpetuating Israel's occupation of all of 
the Palestinian lands. He also said that the Arab coun- 
tries must have read about Mr. Netanyahu’s hardline 
stance towards the occupied Syrian Heights, his deter- 
mination to keep that territory under Israel’s control and 
to keep Jerusalem united and the eternal capital of the 
Jewish state. 

AL DUSTOUR daily hailed reports about an immin ent 
meeting in Damascus between King Hussein and 
President Assad as a very constructive step in the right 
direction. The paper said that the meeting will be a fol- 
low up to the (me held in Egypt during the two leaders’ 
attendance of the Cairo Arab summit and would help 
foe two countries to unify tbeir stand towards Israel’s 
policies in the occupied Arab lands. Tbe paper said that 
such a meeting would not only improve bilateral ties 
but would also help pave the way for further strength- 
ening relations among Arab countries. Tbe Damascus 
summit will be timely and coming soon after Israel’s 
declaration of its hostile plans against tbe Arabs as a 
whole and amidst serious developments in Palestine, 
where Israel is holding on to the Arab lands. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


In the aftermath of Netanyahu’s U.S. visit 


NETANYAHU CAME to 
tbe U.S., but he did not 
conquer. He left 
Washington with very few 
changes in his wake: his 
supporters still support 
him; his opponents heard 
nothing to ease their con- 
cerns; and the sceptics 
remain quite sceptical. 

While some Arab com- 
mentators were critical of 
the Israeli prime minister’s 
White House reception, the 
meeting was far from a 
love-frit Tbe U.S. press 
coverage is interesting in 
tins regard. One headline 
commenting on tbe meet- 
ing read: “Face to face, yet 
for apart,” and another 
“U.S. ‘and Israeli leaders 
define differences.” Some 
officials expressed their 
satisfaction with these 
headlines and both the 
State Department and the 
White House spokesper- 
sons went to great length 
daring tbeir daily briefing 
sessions to establish that 
tbe U.S. positions on all 
major issues in tbe peace 
process have not changed. 

For its part, the Clinton 
administ ration used the dis- 
cussion with the prime 
minis ter to lay down sever- 
al maricers it views as inte- 
gral to maintaining 
momentum in the peace 
process. The U.S. expects 
that agreements reached 
and co mmitme nts made be 
honoured It is also con- 
cerned that Israel avoid 
provocations in some flash ' 
point areas; Hebron, 
Jerusalem, settlements and 
land confiscations. 

Tbe administration also 
mario clear its concern that 
tbe Israelis lose no time in 
implementing agreements 
and in beginning meaning- 
ful and substantial discus- 
sions with the Palestinian 
Authority. In public and 
private tbe administration 
defended the Palestinian 
Authority and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat, 
whom they see as working - 
to comply with the Oslo 
accords and as central to 
tbe peace process. 


Also on the Palestinian 
track, the administration 
made clear that it hopes to 
see movement on the eco- 
nomic front, noting indus- 
trial paries, check-points 
and the bridges into Egypt 
and Jordan as areas where 
tbe Israelis can make 
immediate progress to ease 
tbe restrictions on 
Palestinian commerce. 

The Clinton and 
Netanyahu press confer- 
ence that followed tbeir pri- 
vate meeting provided 
some interesting theatre. 
Netanyahu, addressing his 
constituency in Israel, was 
uncompromising on every 
position. It was clear that 
while he may make some 
accommodations upon his 
return to Israel, they will be 
on bis time and in his way. 

Tbe president, according 
to most press reports, 
appeared to be both cordial 
and uncomfortable. While 
pledging continued support 
for Israel and keeping with 
bis long-standing political 
commitment to refrain 
from any public criticism 
of Israel, tbe president’s 
words and behaviour estab- 
lished the fact that there 
were clear differences 
between tbe two leaders. At 
one point, as Netanyahu 
discussed settlements, the 
president grimaced, bring- 
ing some laughter from the 
attending press. 

Tbe next day Netanyahu 
appeared triumphant before 
Congress. After an embar- 
rassingly undiplomatic 
five-minute ovation, 
Netanyahu remarked that 
he could not get an ovation 
like that from his own 
Knesset Here, again, there 
were fascinating scenes to 
observe. While Congress 
stood in wild applause over 
the prime minister’s pledge 
never to see Jerusalem 
divided, tbe Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher 
sat in cold and clearly 
unappreciative silence. 

.The congressional^ 
response was expected. 
Rabin, during his lire, had 
criticised Likud’s efforts to 


organise Congress against 
tbe peace process. In 1994, 
Netanyahu sent what Rabin 
called “the gang of three” 
— Likud operatives to set 
up a lobbying effort to 
mobilise some elements of 
tbe Jewish community and 
especially tbe Republican 
leadership in Congress on 
several issues designed to 
weaken tbe peace process 
Q.e. Jerusalem, aid to tbe 
Pales tinians and the issue 
of U.S. troops in the Golan 
Heights). 

In large measures tbe 
effects of the “gang of 
three” were successful and 
so, in a way. Netanyahu 
was coming to a “home 
town” audience that had 
been prepared for his 
arrival. 

Some Republicans will 
make au effort to use their 
relationship with Likud, 
their support for tbe Likud 
agenda, and Netanyahu’s 
victory as issues in the 
1996 campaign. Their goal 
will be to paint the Clinton 
administration as too soft in 
its support for Israel, there- 
by hoping to deny the 
Democrats foe super major- 
ity of the Jewish vote they 
won in foe 1992 election. 

This was reemphasised 
during Netanyahu’s New 
York City visit where he 
was greeted by foe 
Republican governors of 
New Jersey and New York 
(whose campaign advisor 
worked on Netanyahu’s 
campaign), the Republican 
mayor of New York City 
and foe Republican presi- 
dential nominee Bob Dole. 
After their brief meeting. 
Dole noted to foe press that 
a Dole administration 
would be better for Israel, 
citing his effort on 

Jerusalem. and foe 

increased support be would 
give to Israel’s missile 
defence system and greater 
pressure he would bring to 
bear on Syria and Iran. 

One of tbe new prime 
. rmmstec’s . most .interesting 
meetings ..... occurred 
Wednesday when be 

appeared before an audi- 


ence of Arab diplomats, 
journalists and community 
leaders. He began his 
remarks in a most accom- 
modating tone. But during 
tbe question and answer 
period it became clear foal 
while tbe tone was softer, 
the message was vintage 
hardline: no to land for 
peace, no to foe division of 
Jerusalem, no to recogni- 
tion of Palestinian national- 
ism, and a few other nos 
along the way. 

His two meetings in New 
York with Jewish leaders 
and the broader community 
were equally interesting. A 
poll released by the Israel 
Policy Forum this week 
showed that most American 
Jews (by a two to one mar- 
gin) would have voted for 
Peres, but that with 
Netanyahu’s victoiy over 
sixty per cent view him 
favourably and want to 
give him a chance. At tbe 
same time, tbeir support for 
tbe peace process is undi- 
minished and they seem 
willing to give foe new 
prime minister’s “go-it- 
slow” approach a chance. 

The prime minister’s 
meetings with foe Jewish 
community reflected those 
attitudes. Most were simply 
“star-struck”, au expected 
reaction. Some die-hard 
Likud supporters gloated 
over their victory, while 
Labour and Peace Now 
supporters stood by 
respectful, bnt somewhat 
sceptical and concerned. 

The next five months will 
be dangerous for peace and 
the people of the Middle 
East. In foe midst of U.S. 
elections, particularly with 
the Republicans attempting 
to create a wedge over sup- 
port for Israel, the adminis- 
tration will be cautious in 
charting its course through 
these new waters. It is clear 
that the U.S. fees sharp pol- 
icy differences with this 
new government and is 
pressing them -to avoid - 

provocation. But it is diffi- 


cult to know what the U.S. 
reaction will be if provoca- 
tions occur. 


Meanwhile, despite any 
Arab counter-thrust, Likud 
is making a determined 
effort to redefine tbe U.S. 
policy debate on several 
Middle East issues. 

Propaganda is what 
Netanyahu does best and be 
was in prime form during 
his visit to Washington. He 
has long been a master at 
creating slogans and 
repeating them often 
enough that they not only 
become convincing but 
agenda-setting ideas. 

In tbe new Likud frame- 
work “peace and security” 
replaces “land for peace”. 
“Reciprocity” means 
Pales tinians must act 
before Israel acts and Israel 
alone will determine when 
Palestinians have acted sat- 
isfactorily. “Negotiations 
with Syria with no precon- 
ditions” means that Israel 
will not leave tbe Golan, 
would prefer to see the 
Syrian regime changed and 
will insist that Syria 
remove terrorist groups 
from Damascus. 

In reality those new slo- 
gans mean that Israel will 
not move forward with the 
peace process. 

Finally, in an effort to 
redefine foe U.S. agenda, 
Likud is once again relying 
on Congress to carry its 
load This, it will be 
recalled, is what Shamir 
attempted to do after the 
Gulf war — only to be 
upended by then President 
Bush. Already there is anti- 
Syria legislation in the 
Congress attempting to 
punish and isolate that gov- 
ernment. 

It will be a dangerous five 
months. 

The prime minister’s visit 
changed no one’s opinion 
and broke no new ground. 
The maricers have been 
placed and foe lines have 
been drawn. Now will 
come foe-real -test to see 
whether or not tbe peace 


^process can survi ve in any, 
"viable state ^“TErough 1 
November. 


Graves, lies and cowardice 


By Gwynne Dyer 

IMAGINE THE scene. It is 
early 194S. and allied troops 
have just overrun the first of 
the Nazi death camps. It is no 
longer possible to deny the 
genocide. So the *Big Three’ 
— Roosevelt Churchill and 
Stalin — get together and issue 
a stem warning: “We insist that 
Hitler step down immediately 
and permanently from all pub- 
lic functions and take no past in 
governmental decisions." 

You find that a bit short of 
the marie? Implausible? 
Completely gutless? Then why 
did the leaders of tbe G-7 coun- 
tries — the U.S„ Japan. 
Britain, France. Germany, Italy 
and Canada — get together in 
Lyon last month and issued 
exactly that statement, substi- 
tuting Hitler's name with that 
of Radovan Karadzic, the 
leader of the Bosnian Serbs? 

Karadzic and his henchman, 
Geiicial RatkoMladic, planned 
and led the Serbian “ethnic 
cleansing” that killed well over 
100.000 innocent Muslim 
civilians, in the parts of Bosnia 
they intended to include in 
their Bosnian Serb Republic in 
1992-95. Their calculated ter- 
rorism drove about 2 million 
other people to flee their 
homes. 

Tbe United Nations interna- 
tional war-crimes tribunal at 
The Hague has already indicted 
both men for genocide, and on 


Thursday it will issue interna- 
tional warrants for their arrest 
A multi-national team of 290 
forensic experts has begun dig- 
ging up the evidence at one of 
twelve mass grave sites around 
Srebrenica, scene of the last big 
massacre, and eyewitness testi- 
mony at Tbe Hague is docu- 
menting Mladic’s presence at 
the massacres. 

So Mladic and his master. 
Radovan Karadzic, will soon 
be in jail, right? Wrong. They 
are still r unning the Bosnian 
Serb state today, and North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) patrols driving 
through their "capital”, Pale, 
are under explicit orders not to 
seek them oul (Their implicit 
orders are not to recognise 
them even if they trip over 
them). 

The political cowardice and 
moral dysfunction of the 
NATO governments is exactly, 
tbe same now as it was on the 
day. just a year ago, that 
Srebrenica was overrun. 
Indeed, it was tbe direct cause 
of the Srebrenica tragedy. 

Srebrenica was designated as 
one of six UJ^.-protected “safe 
areas” in 1993. and there were 
Dutch troops there. But the 
troops in the safe areas had 
orders to use force only in 
response to attacks against 
them, not against the civilians 
they were allegedly defending. 

Then why bother sending 
them at all, one might ask? It is 


a question that must have 
occurred to many of tbe 5.000 
Muslim men from Srebrenica 
who were murdered by die 
Serbs the following days by 
being lined up in fields and 
shot, by having their throats slit 
or by being herded into build- 
ings into which tbe Serbs then 
fired grenades and machine- 
guns. And the question still 
arises today. 

What is the point of the 
NATO intervention in Bosnia if 
it does not remove the authors 
of the genocide from power 
and brings them to justice? 
Don’t NATO governments 
realise that an election carried 
out in these circumstances will 
achieve nothing? Don’t they 
realise it will mean the war 
resumes as soon as NATO pulls 
out7 

Of course they do. They just 
do not care enough about that 
to risk the casualties NATO 
troops might face if they tried 
to enforce tbe Dayton accords 
or the international court’s 
arrest warrants. 

Bosnia is still primarily a 
face-saving operation for the 
West. And tbe British govern- 
ment. which sabotaged every 
attempt to bring about a deci- 
sive military intervention and 
stop the genocide in Bosnia in 
1992-95. is still beavering 
away behind tbe scenes to 
ensure that nothing decisive is 
done to punish the guilty. 

But one cannot just blame the 


British Foreign Office, howev- 
er shameful and cowardly its 
policies are. Other govern- 
ments have proven more than 
ready to cop out, too. once tbe 
British have blazed a path for 
them. And why not? After all. 
nothing bad is going to happen 
in France or Canada as a result. 

And here is why not It 
comes in the form of an inter- 
view that British journalist Ed 
Vulliamy had recently with the 
administrator of Camp 
Omarska, one of the concentra- 
tion camps around Prijedor in 
northern Bosnia where the 
Serbs 'tortured, starved, raped 
and finally murdered thousands 
of Muslim detainees. 

Vulliamy first met Dr. Milan 
Kovacevic in 1992, when be 
was the first Western journalist 
to gain access to the concentra- 
tion camps. He met Dr. 
Kovacevic again this February 
— and this time, the deeply 
troubled former camp adminis- 
trator wanted to talk. 

“We knew very well what 
was done at Auschwitz and 
Dachau, and we knew very 
well how it started and how it 
was done,” Dr. Kovacevic said. 
“What we did was not the same 
as Auschwitz and Dachau, but 
it was a mistake. It was planned 
to have a camp for people, not 
a concentration camp. 

“But then it turned into 
something else. I cannot 
explain the loss of controL. 
You could call it a collective 


madness. If someone acquitted 
me, saying that I was not apart 
of that collective madness, then 
I would have to admit that tins 
was not true... Every man has 
his good side, and his bad side. 
Where he is is the important 
thing. 

Exactly. Individual Serbs are 
no more prone to good or evil 
than anyone else. The paranoid 
style of Serbian nationalism, 
the self-pitying conviction that 
Serbs are always misunder- 
stood and victimised by every- 
body else makes them more 
vulnerable than most other 
people to manipulation by 
power-hungry fanatics. But the 
manipulation still has to be 
done — deliberately and con- 
sciously. 

That was what Karadzic and 
Mladic supplied, and then a 
generation of Bosnian Serbs 
were swept up in the savagery. 
As much as their victims, they 
were in tbe wrong place at the 
wrong time. 

It could have happened to 
other people. It has happened 
to other peoples. But that is 
why Karadzic and Mladic must 
be arrested and tried. 
Otherwise the cruelty, the con- 
tempt for human life and the 
sense that anything that goes 
wrong is ratified, not just for 
Bosnia but elsewhere, will stay 
on. The war crimes tribunal is 
not trying to make the world 
safer for Bosnians. It is work- 
ing to make it safer for us. 


No more smoking 


To foe Editor 

I WOULD like to draw foe attention to a new and 
dangerous phenomenon that is endangering die 
health and welfare of our youth who are in the 
habit of smoking hobble bubble. 

Time and time again warning signals wete sent 
regarding pollution and foe danger of smoking to 
tbe health of the public. Certainly, smoking is a 
personal thing, but when it endangers foe lives of 
non-smokers then it becomes a public issue. 

I only hope foai officials would follow up and 
implement the anti-smoking law in order to pre- 
serve foe environment and foe public health. 

It is sad and pathetic to see our youth in coffee 
shops and restaurants, smoking ages 13 and 



above, sitting among foe adults and elderly and 
drinking instead of taking care of their health by 
practising sports and outride activities. 

As for tbe hubble bubble, it is a traditional cus- 
tom used by foe elderly in the old days when 
youngsters were not allowed to smoke, as a sign 
of respect to foe elderly. In addition, foe custom, 
when smoking argilla, demands that smoke be 
not inhaled but puffed only, and not within closed 
places so that non-smokers would not be affected. 
Respect is earned by decentbehaviour and not by 
smoking. 

The ministry should implement and enforce the 
smoking and no smoking areas in public places 
and, hopefully, will ban this habit altogether. 

Jordan has a very high percentage of smokers 
among tbe youth while smoking among foe youth 


in Europe has declined due to public aware- 
ness. 

In some countries smoking is banned completely 
in all public places and offices. Some international 
airlines forbid smoking between continents, and 
recently Delta Airlines refused to fly the Greek 
Olympic team to the United States for refusing to 
abide by the no smoking policy. 

Sure, public awareness comes gradually, but we 
must take the first step. Although criticism is expect- 
ed. perseverance will help in the end to the benefit of 
the public. 

I urge the Ministry of Health to take drastic steps 
through the news media to show the damaging 
effects of smoking. 

It is about time to draw a line and take serious 
steps to protect our youth who are our future. 

Nasser Mirza, 
Amman. 
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Ebeneezers 

By Ali Kassay 

This time last year, when 
preparations were under 
way for tbe Middle East 
and North Africa 
Economic Summit, _ I* 
devoted one or two articles ^ 
to the potential foreign 
investor wbo would come 
to Jordan wide-eyed and 
uncertain what to expect. 
My purpose was to equip 
him with a rough road map 
outlining foe lay of foe 
land, so that be may be bet- 
ter prepared to cope with 
what awaits him. 

Unfortunately, at foe time. 

I overlooked one of the 
most important aspects of 
doing business in Jordan, 
that is negotiation timing 
and tactics. You see, most 
foreigners tome to Jordan 
with foe misguided notion 
that businessmen negotiate 
an agreement, sign the con- 
tract, and then each party 
works to fulfil its contrac- 
tual obligations. This is 
where they come unstuck. 
They simply have foe order $ 
of events all mixed up. 

A vital fact to bear in 
min d is that we in Jordan 
pride ourselves first and 
foremost with our sense of 
hospitality. So, before 
coming to Jordan, the for- 
eign businessman would be 
well advised to go on a 
strict dietary regimen, in 
preparation for the splen- 
did reception and thorough 
high-cholesterol forced 
feeding with which he will 
be met, and to brush up his 
repertoire of after- dinn er 
aneodotes. Tbe extension 
of hospitality overrides all 
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tbe successful conduct of 
busines$ jTTtis* stage'ftf the 
proceedings could go on 
indefinitely, for politeness 
forbids us from asking a 
guest what his business is 
all about Invariably, how- 
ever, there comes a point 
when the visitor, in die 
brashness of Western man -^ 1 
neis, insists on talking' l 
shop. 

Once again, the 
Jordanian code of polite- 
ness prevails. The 
Jordanian host never dis- 
agrees with his guest In 
fact a discussion hardly 
ever takes place. The busi- 
ness negotiations seem to 
consist of a monologue, on 
one side, and a succession 
of nods of approval on the 
other, and a good rime is 
had by all until foe contract 
is signed, the goods or ser- 
vices are delivered, and the 
invoice is submitted to tbe 
Jordanian businessman. 
Then negotiations start in 
earnest 

This is one of the 
unavoidable facts of life. 

Try as one might to ratio- 
nalise it, explain it or 
reform it the outcome will 
be the same. Better simply 
to be philosophical and 
accept foe situation with a 
stiff upper tip and a flick of 
foe eyebrows skywards. 

The fact of the matter is 
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that whether your contract c ^ mmen! for failin 


with a Jordanian business- 
man is worth a penny or a 
million pounds, the odds 
are that he will do all with- 
in his might to short- 
change you. In all fairness, 
it has to be emphasised that 
this would not be done out 
of dishonesty, and certainly 
not out of the tightness of 
the fist. The same, man 
who would treat you to a 
thousand-dinar dinner one 
evening, would wake up 
the following morning and 
nab you for any thin g from 
fifty fils to a million dinars. 
The point at issue is not 
profit, but foe principle of 
getting away with some- 
thing. 

So, next time you have a 
few millions ■ floating 
around, consider doing 
business in Amman. You 
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By DipankarDe Sarkar 

LONDON — A report on 
the global paper industry 
— said to be the most 
comprehensive yet — has 
appalled a leading British 
nOD-goveramental organi- 
sation for suggesting that 
tile world’s current paper 
needs can easily be met 
and managed by devoting 
an area the size of Sweden 
to pulp wood plantations. 

The report was prepared 
by the London-based 
International Institute for 
Environment and Devel- 
opment (BED) for the 
World Business Council 
for Sustainable Develop- 
ment (WBCSD) and com- 
prises a massive 20 vol- 
umes. It seeks to address 
every aspect of the paper 
process and declares it 
takes into account the 
view of not only the paper 
industry, but also environ- 
mental groups, govern- 
ments and NGOs. 

The WBCSD selected 
the pulp and paper sector 
for an in-depth study 
because of its economic 
and social significance. 

Paper products are used 
to communicate ideas, 
inform and instruct and 
record events and cultural 
information. They are also 
acknowledged as playing 
a crucial role in h uman 
health, in the form of food 
packaging, medical dress- 
ing and sanitary products. 

The industry accounts 
for about 2.5 per cent of 
die world’s industrial pro- 
duction and two per cent 
of world trade. The total 
value of world sales in 
1993 was about $260 bil- 
lion and the industry's 
total assets are estimated 
to be worth at least $400 
billion. 

Another reason why the 
report was commissioned, 
according to its authors, is 
recent environmental 
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Peres said on Israel TV 
Monday. “They will not 
bring peace ” 

“If you create settlements 
... forget about the Pales- 
tinians,” warned Mr. Peres, 
whose government largely 
froze construction of Jew- 
ish settlements. 

Palestinians view the 
140,000 Jewish settlers liv- 
ing among about 2 million 
Palestinians in the West 
Baltic and Gaza Strip as an 
obstacle to any peace 
accord The fate of the set- 
tlements has been left for 
negotiations over a perma- 
nent agreement, along with 
the future of Jerusalem. 

Mn Peres said if he had 
been reelected he would 
have completed Israel’s 
pullout from Hebron and 
pushed ahead on final sta- 
tes talks with the Palestini- 
ans. 

The 72-year-old Nobel 
laureate also criticised the 
new government for failing 
to take steps towards 
resuming talks with Syria. 

Mr. Netanyahu has said 
he will not cede the Golan 
Heights, which Israel 
seized from Syria in 1967, 
a step back from Mr. Peres’ 
willingness for an unde- 
fined pullout in exchange 
for peace. 

“1 am worried about what 
will happen to Israel in the 
next four years,” Mr. Peres 
said, noting that over the 
years Jews had failed to 
read signs of impending 
disaster. 

“We are a nation that 
doesn’t know how to read 
historical events: We didn’t 
know what Hiller was on 
time ... We didn’t know 
what Stalin was on time,” 
Mr. Peres said. 

“Now there is the issue of 
fundamentalists with 
nuclear weapons,” he 
added, stressing that Israel 
needed a united front with 
the Arab states to fight the 
growing stream of Islamic 
fundamentalist militants 


pressure on the pulp and 
paper sector. NGOs are 
worried about several 
aspects of the industry, 
including the high levels 
of paper consumption in 
rich countries, replace- 
ment of natural forests by 
plantations, loss of biodi- 
versity and the use of the 
environmentally harmful 
chlorine gas as a bleach- 
ing agent 

Paper use has always 
been a subject of contro- 
versy. With global paper 
consumption increasing 
steadily and expected to 
continue doing so, there is 
a strong view that the rise 
in demand will lead to fur- 
ther denudation of scarce 
forestry resources because 
of exploitative practices 
followed by many paper 
manufacturers. 

However, the industry 
says it is increasingly 
mindful of environmental 
concerns and is improving 
its practices and improv- 
ing technology. It says 
that as the industry 
expands, it creates more 
jobs and wealth. 

A third crucial point of 
view focuses on the 
North-South aspect of 
paper consumption. More 
than 80 per cent of the 
world's population — 

mostly in developing 
countries — does not have 
access to enough paper 
needed for even reading 
and writing. As a result, 
there is a felt need to elim- 
inate the imbalance 
caused by wasteful paper 
use in rich countries. 

Controversially, the 
report sets out to explode 
what it calls “paper and 
environment myths” in its 
efforts to chalk out a sus- 
tainable future for the 
paper industry. It says 
only one per cent of the 
global paper consumption 
is sourced from tropical 
rainforests; that recycling 


Paper in the news 


is not always the best way 
to deal with paper waste; 
and that the world is not 
running out of wood to 
produce paper. 

“In theory, the world’s 
current demand for wood 
fibre for pulp could be 
supplied by an industrial 
plantation area of 40 mil- 
lion hectares or roughly 
the size of Paraguay or 
Sweden ” the report says. 

“This area is less than 
four times that taken up 
by high-yielding planta- 
tions that exist now.” 

The finding — and its 
underlying assumption 
that the world demand for 
paper can be met without 
tackling the' problem of 
overconsumption — “hor- 
rified” the London-based 
campaigning NGO, 
Friends of the Earth. 

If the report’s proposal 
to establish a 40 million- 
hectare industrial planta- 
tion were to be imple- 
mented, Friends of the 
Earth said, it would have a 
serious environmental 
impact “High-yielding 
pulp plantations are 
extremely low in biodi- 
versity and very poor 
habitats for wildlife. In 
Sweden, for example, 
where 95 per cent of tbe 
original forest has been 
converted to intensively 
managed forests or plan- 
tations, 1.487 forest- 
dwelling species are listed 
as endangered,” said 
Sarah lyack of Friends of 
the Earth. 

She said die report fails 
to identify where the new 
plantations would be 
established but stares that 
many would have to be in 
the tropics or semi-trop- 
ics. 

“As well as implications 
for biodiversity, planta- 
tions in these regions 
often have social prob- 
lems, depriving local 
communities of their land. 



Forests like this can easily disappear if judicious deforestation does not take place. A recent report suggests that the world’s current 
paper needs can be met and managed by devoting an area the sie of Sweden to pulp wood plantations (file photo) 


and may even be estab- 
lished at the expense of 
natural forest,” Ms. Tyack 
said. 

The crucial issue for 
developing countries, 
however, remains the 
North-South imbalance in 
paper consumption. Tbe 
report acknowledges that 
paper bas become “a high- 
ly symbolic product, for 


some, demonstrating the 
North’s ‘excessive’ con- 
sumption of tbe world's 
natural resources.” 
Though consumption is 
growing faster in develop- 
ing countries, the average 
consumption of paper in 
poorer nations remains 
meagre — the average 
person in developed coun- 
tries consumes 152 kilo- 


grammes of paper per 
year, compared to only 12 
VJIogrammes in develop- 
ing countries. 

Developed countries 
account for about 75 per 
cent of total paper con- 
sumption but their rate of 
increase in consumption 
is declining. However, the 
report's findings on the 
North-South issue are 


seen as weak — it lists 
NGO concerns and says 
governments in the North 
are increasingly looking 
at the “consumption 
phase” of paper. The 
paper industry, it adds, has 
“continued to reduce the 
amount of paper used in 
products and packaging, 
which has led to higher 
efficiencies.” s 


Battle rages for 
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But Friends of the Earth 
are not convinced. Said 
Ms. Tyack: ‘'Hie forest 
resources are mostly in 
the South and they have to 
feed the demand in the 
North. The report fails to 
broach this issue.” 
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By Paul Hughes 
Reuter 

PARAMARIBO, Surinam 
— Should this tiny South 
American country sell large 
tracts of pristine rainforest 
to Asian logging compa- 
nies? Not if environmental- 
ists have anything to say 
about iL 

Ninety per cent of Suri- 
nam’s 163,800 square km 
land surface is virgin forest 
That is nine times tbe size 
of Costa Rica’s rainforesL 
But Surinam's government 
entered what environmen- 
talists saw as a pact with tbe 
devil in March 1994 when 
it signed preliminary agree- 
ments with three Asian 
companies to turn over 
about one-fifth of the for- 
mer Dutch colony for 25 
year concessions. 

Two years later, the final 
contracts have still not been 
signed. “We 3 re still in tbe 
middle of the fight, the bat- 
tle is not over ” said Niko 
Waagmeester, who heads 
Foundation for a clean Suri- 
nam, a leading group 
opposing the development. 

The debate has raised 
awareness in a country that 
has long neglected its Ama- 
zon jungle interior. “People 
are starting to realise that 
we have something pre- 
cious,” said Jan van Ewik, 
an adviser for human rights 
group Moiwana *86. 

Although the logging 
deals would be the largest 
foreign investment in Suri- 
nam since U.S. capital 
founded the bauxite indus- 
try 80 years ago, tbe log- 
ging companies have not 
helped their own cause. 

Surinam law forbids any 
one company from owning 
a concession larger than 
150,000 hectares. To get 
around this rule Indonesian 
Io*°ers Mitra Usaha Sejati 
Abadi (MUSA) set up 65 
from companies headed by 
local residents, each of 
which applied for a maxi- 
mum concession. But tbe 
ruse was quickly discov- 
ered and the applications 
denied. 

Working its own conces- 
sion. MUSA quickly fell 


foul of allegations that it 
was logging prohibited 
species, using imported 
labour and working outside 
its concession limits. 

Surinam and Indonesia 
share historical links. Both 
are former Dutch colonies 
and nearly 20 per cent of 
Surinam’s 420,000 popula- 
tion are descended from 
rice farmers brought from 
Java in the nineteenth cen- 
tury. But for many locals, 
MUSA's behaviour came as 
little surprise. 

“Why should these com- 
panies act any different in 
Surinam than they have in 
other countries?” Mr. van 
Ewik asked. 

The bad press also nibbed 
off on other Asian loggers, 
many of them looking for a 
toehold in Surinam. 

“If someone else behaves 
badly, it hurts us because 
people say ‘why should you 
be different, you come from 
die same area?’,” said 
Surindra Mungra, manag- 
ing director of Beqaya Tim- 
ber Industries Surinam Nv_- 

Beijaya group, based in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 
also signed a preliminary 
agreement for a 1.1$ mil- 
lion hectare logging con- 
cession in 1994. Unlike 
MUSA, Beijaya has no 
concessions in Surinam at 
present and is doing its best 
to show that it will log 
responsibly. 

Indeed, Mr. Mungra 
argued that large conces- 
sion holders like Beijaya 
are more respectful of die 
environment than small 
loggers. “Small concession 
holders just cut and run. 
They stay for about four 
years and then go. But we 
are talking about a 25-year 
concession. Which we 
would cut selectively,” he 
said. 

Berjaya would process its 
wood in Surinam rather 
than export uncut logs and 
has pledged to stay clear of 
environmentally sensitive 
regions. But environmen- 
talists are still worried. A 
commercial forest belt 
stretching across the central 
part of Surinam has been 
logged successfully for 


more than a century. The 
fiat, fertile land in this 
region is ideal for commer- 
cial logging activities and 
“although it is no longer 
virgin forest, it is sustain- 
able,” Mr. Waagmeester 
said. 

The foreign loggers want 
to work the southern high- 
lands beyond the forest 
belt. “Beyond the belt the 
soil is very poor so if you 
start harvesting you get ero- 
sion,” he said. 

Logging companies like 
Beijaya charge environ- 
mentalists with reinforcing 
the underdevelopment of 
Surinam’s interior and turn- 
ing aside useful foreign 
exchange revenues. Once 
prosperous thanks to its 
small population and aid 
from tbe Netherlands, Suri- 
nam has fallen on hard 
times in recent years. Gvil 
war and military dictator- 
ship tore the country apart 
in the 1980s and the aver- 
age wage is now a meagre 
$150 per month. ' w 

“Surinam is not getting 
much out of its bush ” Mr. 
Mungra said. The govern- 
ment earned a paltry $715 
from logging duties in 
1995. 
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8 Economy 

EBB— — 

Wealth and growth: The gap widens throughout the world 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, July 17, 1996 


PARIS (AFP) — The gap 
between the- world’s, rich 
and poor has widened so 
much that the 358 richest 
people own more than the 
combined annual incomes 
of nearly half the globe's 
population, a U.N. agency 
says. 

“The world has become 
more economically polar- 
ised,* 1 said the United 
Nations Development Pro- 
gramme (UNDP) in its 
annual report on human 
development slated for 
official release Wednesday. 

If nothing is done, at this 
rate the annual income of 
the poorest in 2030 will 
amount to $325 per capita 
while income in industri- 


alised countries will reach 
some $40,000. 

The report shows that the 
gap between the- income of 
industrialised countries 
and that of developing 
countries has tripled 
between 1960 and 1993, 
widening from $5,700 to 
$15,400 . 

This is despite impressive 
world economic growth. In 
the last 30 years, the 
world’s gross domestic pr- 
oduct (GDP) has expanded 
from $4 trillion to $23 tril- 
lion On 1993) and the 
average per capita income 
has tripled. 

However, since 1980, 
many countries have 
stayed on the sidelines of 


economic expansion, par- 
ticularly in sub-Saharan 
Africa, eastern Europe, and 
Arab countries affected by 
the drop in oil prices. All 
together, the UNDP report 
identifies some 100 coun- 
tries that have experienced 
economic decline or stag- 
nation. 

The result has been disas- 
trous inequalities in wealth 
distribution. 

Over the last 30 years, 
the share of income for the 
poorest 20 per cent of the 
planet's population fell 
from 2.3 per cent to 1.4 per 
cent of world income. At 
the same rime, the share of 
the richest 20 per cent grew 
from 70 per cent to 85 per 


cent. 

Perhaps more worrying, 
the UNDP records a pro- 
gression in the number of 
poor whose income has 
diminished from year to 
year. 

Between 1965 and 1980, 
the U.N. agency counted 
200 million people for 
whom income had gone 
down; between 1980 and 
1993, more than one bil- 
lion people saw tbeir 
incomes fall, the report 
says. 

in the 70 countries whose 
economies are stagnant or 
in decline, average 
incomes are today lower 
than in 1980. In 43 cases, 
they are below 1970 lev- 


els. In the period 1990- 
1993 alone, the average 
income fell by at least ooe- 
fifth in 21 countries, most- 
ly in eastern Europe and 
the former Soviet Union. 

Even within many devel- 
oping countries the gaps in 
income are growing, in 
Guatemala, Panama and 
Brazil, the rich earn 30 
times more than the poor. 
The problem is most acute 
in Latin America, but some 
improvement has been 
made in Asia, particularly 
among the “tigers" — Sin- 
gapore, Hong Kong, Tai- 
wan, South Korea — 
"‘where wealth distribution 
is now more equal," the 
report said. 


In the industrialised 
countries, the biggest 
income disparities are in 
Britain and Australia, 
while the gap between rich 
and poor has narrowed in 
Canada and Japan. 

In terms of wealth, the 
gulf is growing: In the 
United States, the wealth 
owned by the richest one 
per cent grew from 20 per 
cent to 36 per cent of the 
national wealth 1 between 
1975 and 1990. 

According to the UNDP, 
“inertia is not a solution" 
when confronted with the 
widening wealth gap. 

The U.N. agency called 
for new efforts from the 
world’s richest countries to 


Canadian growth to pick up next year — OECD 


PARIS (AFP) — Following 
a period of sluggish growth, 
Canada’s economic recov- 
ery is gathering mom- 
entum, and gross domestic 
product (GDP) is projected 
to rise from 2.1 per cent this 
year to 3.4 per cent in 1997. 
the OCED has said . 

Growth is projected to 
average 3.5 per cent over 
the next 18 months, the 
organisation said in its 
Economic Outlook, attrib- 
uting the development to 
the revival in U.S. demand 
and a pickup in interest 
rate-sensitive spending at 
home. 


“Given the low starting 
point, economic growth this 
year is likely to remain 
modest at just over two per 
cent," the report said. 

“In 1997, however, real 
GDP should again grow 
more than productive 
capacity, which is estimated 
to be expanding at just over 
2.5 per cent per annum." 

The projections assume 
“continued solid growth in 
the United States and an 
increasing positive demand 
impact of the monetary eas- 
ing that has taken place 
over the past year.” 

Export volumes, which 


expanded at double-digit 
rates last year, are expected 
to continue to grow thanks 
to improvements in Cana- 
da's competitive position in 
recent years. 

“Lower interest rates and 
substantial pent-up demand 
are expected to stimulate 
household spending on 
durables and housing," the 
OECD said. 

“Business investment 
should be underpinned by 
favourable corporate prof- 
itability, improved demand 
prospects and a renewed 
rise in capacity utilisation,” 
the report said. 


The unemployment rate is 
projected to fall from 9.5 
per cent in 1 995 to 9.3 per 
cent this year and 9.0 per 
cent in 1 997. 

Inflation is projected to 
remain within the lower 
half of the one to three per 
cent target band. 

But, the report concludes, 
“the currently benign envi- 
ronment could also change 
for the worse if renewed 
political uncertainties, or 
doubts about the govern- 
ment's resolve to tackle fis- 
cal problems, were to trig- 
ger financial market con- 
cerns” 


ASEAN 
plans to 

aitViLA LUMPUR (AFP). 
— South East Asian coun- 
tries have agreed here to 
woo foreign firnds by liber- 
alising investment rules and 
working closely together, a 
Malaysian official said. 

The heads of state-owned 
investment agencies within 
the Association of South 
East Asian^. Nations 
.(ASEAN) agreed to set up a 
meeting of senior officials 
to draw up an action plan, 
be said 

“The senior officials will 
assist the beads on develop- 
ing meaningful and practi- 
cal measures in the areas of 
investment cooperation and 
promotion” Zainal Abidin, 
chairman of the Malaysian 
Industrial Development 
Authority, told a media 


draws up more aggressive 
woo foreign funds 


conference. 

The ASEAN investment 
chiefs said the senior offi- 
cials would draw up a 
report to be presented for 
approval by ASEAN fin- 
ance ministers in Jakarta in 
September. 

ASEAN officials have 
voiced concern over the 
drqg- mjhe regional group- 
ing’s share of total foreign 
direct investment to Asia 
from 62 per cent to 31 per 
cent between 1991 and 
1994. 

Finance ministers of AS- 
EAN, which groups Brunei. 
Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Th- 
ailand and Vietnam, In 
April drew up a regional 
initiative cm investment 
called the ASEAN Invest- 


ment Area. 

The investment chiefs 
said they would investigate 
ways of improving regional 
investment cooperation, 
promotion and intra- 
ASEAN investment to 
boost the ASEAN Invest- 
ment Area scheme. 

Mr. Zainal told media the 
tsehipr; ASEAN officials 
would jalso^ook into joint 
promotions Jo attract for- 
eign direct investment In hi- 
technoiogy industries. 

Other areas would inc- 
lude greater transparency of 
the regional grouping's 
investment rules, joint 
training programmes for 
ASEAN investment offi- 
cials and greater coopera- 
tion on the exchange of 
investment data. 


The investment chiefs 
supported revisions to a 
1987 ASEAN pact on pro- 
motion and investment pro- 
tection, saying these 
changes would be adopted 
in the form of a protocol by 
the economic ministers in 
September. 


Israeli shares continue sliding 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
shares took another deep 
plunge Tuesday to bring 
their overall fall to more 
than 20 per cent in the 
seven weeks since Prime 
Minister Benjamin Neta- 
nyahu's election. 

The benchmark Mishtan- 
im 100 index closed down 
4.48 per cent, confirming 
the predictions of traders 
and businessmen that the 
announcement of planned 
Bank Of Israel intervention 
to support government bo- 
nd prices would fail to save 
the day. 

The treasury had said 
early in the day that the 
Bank of Israel would buy 
the bonds when necessary 
to stabilise the bond market 
and indirectly calm the 
stock market. 

That decision — and an- 
other to set up a committee 
to study further market 
reforms — were taken fol- 
lowing an all-night meeting 
between Mr. Netanyahu, 
Bank of Israel Governor 
Jacob Frenkel and Finance 
■Minister Dan Men dor. 

Benjamin Gaon, chair- 
man of Koor Industries . 


Israel's largest holding 
company, told Reuters at an 
economic conference in 
Caesarea that die govern- 
ment measures were not 
enough.“For the last three 
years we signalled to the 
world that there is a certain- 
ty to Israel's economy. We 
do feel (now) that we have a 
certain cloud of uncertainty. 
This is the enemy of any 
economic move,” he said. 

Treasury officials said the 
measures were meant to 
stop the general panic in the 
capital markets, including a 
wave of redemptions in the 
provident funds, and indi- 
rectly restore investor con- 
fidence in the stock market 

The redemptions in the 
provident funds, which are 
long-term saving plans for 
workers, had caused a 
decline in both bond and 
stock prices. Provident 
funds are major players in 


' the stock market. 

“In the long run the fact 
that the Bank of Israel will 
buy bonds to support their 
prices won't affect the 
(stock) market. What we 
need is a cut in interest 
rates,” said Dan Scharia of 
Capital Investments. 

‘The government deci- 
sion to provide a safety net 
for the bond prices will help 
the bond market in the short 
term, but in the long term 
the government will have to 
deal with problems with 
long-term saving plans, 
namely provident funds and 
pension funds,” said 
Jonathan Katz of Capital 
Holdings. 

The Israeli stock market 
has suffered from a crisis of 
confidence since 1 994 
when the government of 
then-prime minister Yitzhak 
Rabin tried unsucessfiilly to 
tax capita] gains. 


THE Daily Crossword by Virginia Yates 


ACROSS 
1 Bonkers 
5 Rate or time 
10 Gouda's cousin 

14 Monster 

15 Let go 

16 Jason’s craft 

17 Snap 

19 Soft — 

20 Golfer's bane 

21 Wile E. — 

23 Heavy mallet 

25 Strong-arms 

26 "This — 
recording’ 

29 GeoL.e g. 

30 God of old 
Memphis 

31 Sidelined 
33 Gallantry 

37 'Leave — 
Beaver' 

38 Tribunal of 
prelates 

39 Puts away 
43 Stuck fast 

46 Cupola 

47 "Swinging — 
Star- 

48 Some start 

49 President Arthur 
52 Anglo-Saxon 

laborer 

54 Harvesting 
machine 

55 ‘You don't say! - 

59 The Gloomy 
Dean" 

60 Snap 

64 Threshold 
65 'If — Would 
Leave You* 

66 Matures 

67 What old paint 
does 

68 Took out 

69 Parched 

DOWN 

1 "How — the little 
busy bee...’ 

2 Begum's spouse 

3 Perm's 
aftermath, often: 
var. 

4 Mid-moming 

5 Come up with 


■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

H 


■ 

■ 

m 



■ 

si 

■ 

■ 



18 


m 

m 

m 

a 

■ 

m 

m 

m 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

u 

■ 

■ 


m 

m 

m 

m 

u 


Ul 

m 


m 

■ 

■i 


m 

ii 

ii 

u 

hi 

■ 



u 

■ 




■ 

■ 

m 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 


a 

y 

a 

■ 

m 

■ 

■ 

■i 

H 

■ 

■ 


J 

M 

■ 

m 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 


© 1996 Tribune Media Servtcw. Inc. 
Al rights reserved. 

6 Classic car 

7 Kind 

8 Merry month, in 
Parse 

9 Cany out 

10 Snap 

11 Be overty eager 

12 Marble 

13 Broods 
16 Collision 
22 Glacial ridges 

24 Put a — on 
(curb) 

25 Speed meas. 

26 Wading bird 

27 Clockmaker 
Thomas 

26 Chip in a chip 
32 Snap 

34 Smidgen 

35 Swelter 

36 Constructed 
”40 Straw item? 

4 f Came forward 

42 Sunday talk: 
abbr. ■■■ 

43 fish eggs . 

44 Blah . 
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45 Game show 57 The Ohre River, 
White to some 

49 Brittle 58 Helping 

50 Skating great 61 A Gabor 

51 Two under par 62 Asian holiday 

53 Best and Ferber 63 Dent or vent 
.56 Advantage ending 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



m sending you off to Husband Camp 
for two weeks this summer.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one teller to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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IOI 

RPE 
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DRA 

UMA 
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WHAT THE KING 
CON^IDEPEP HIS 
TOOTHACHE. 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here : A [T? X T 1 If T T Y 1 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; SOUSE TRACT HERESY FASTEN 
Answer Why he sold exotic birds - 
TO FEATHER HIS NEST 


Peanuts 



THIS IS A PERFECT 
DAY TO STAY INSIDE 
AND READ.. 


I CAN T IMAGINE 
ANV0NE BEING OUT ON 
A DAY LIKE THIS.. 




Andy Capp 




XWUOMI w*snYlook»is > 
PDWl«RP TO HIS RCaWENf^fil 
IRSJNKJN- SAME OLD FACeGH 

mmss s HwineL ANcrar--??.' 
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HA/B you NOTICED— PEOPLE 
■ WW DCNT WANT TOGO i 
.ARE ALWAYS THE LAST 
i ONES TO LEAVE?, 



Mutt’n’Jeff 

^ BRUNO, WILL M3U KlNDLV 
REMOVE YOUR HEAD SO 
t CAN SEE TELEVISION/ 





alleviate the debt of the 
poorest nations. However, 
die appeal has already 
received a lukewarm respo- 
nse at the Group of Seven 
summit of the seven richest 
nations in Lyon at the end 
of June. 

The UNDP has also sug- 
gested reforms in develop- 
ment aid, which has been 
steadily reduced in recent 
years, and better access to 
export markets, which the 
report suggests could take 
the form of granting trade 
preferences. It also calls 
for the benefits of econom- 
ic growth to be invested in 
human development, par- 
ticularly health and educa- 
tion. 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
WEDNESDAY, JULY ^ 
17, 1996 * 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Try to express 
your finest talent better 
today so that it becomes 
more profitable and get 
the support of a bigwig. 
Later this evening you 
can spend some time with 
some knowledgeable per- 
son for assistance oq 
some project 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 21) Study how you 
can improve your home 
affairs today and make 
that point of your focus at $ 
this time. Confer with an 
expert in this and you 
will cee that harmony 
reigns in your household 
ana there will be much 
affection by vour mate. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Study some new 
course of action today 
which will prepare you to 
have greater success in 
the days ahead. A close 
friend can be of great 
assistance if you are will- 
ing to disclose to this 
individual all of the nec- 
essary facts. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Ju- 
ne 22 to July 21) Fin- 
ances are important to 
you today, so plan just 
how to increase your 
bank account so that you 
can have the fine things. 
Later tonight you can 
consult with some fellow $ 
associate and make plans 
for much prosperity. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Study your ambitions 
well today and then con- 
tact those who can assist 
you in the most to attain 
them. You have staunch 
supporters in your loved 
ones and they will back 
you on any decision 
which you make. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) TTiis is a 
fine day today to see your 
advisors, or sit in the pri- 
vacy of your study and 
figure out how best to 
gain your ambitions for 
-the days— -aheadr-This 
evening wjU.be goodjbr 
going out on the town 
with your loved ones and 
have fun. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Get your 
personal goals clear in 
your mind for the days 
ahead and plan how best 
you can attain them. $ 
Socialise this evening 
with close friends and 
fellow associates and you 
can have fun and make 
some success at die same 
time. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) You are 
not certain how the days 
ahead will trend, so dis- 
cuss this with a bigwig 
who can shed light on the 
subject and be able to 
make your success a real- 
ity for you and your 
loved ones to enjoy for 
som e tim e to come. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 

If you think big today end 
use more modern meth- 
ods of operation, you can 
accomplish a great deal at 
this time. Plan a trip with 
your loved ones and you 
will have a good time if 
you spend some quality 
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X)RN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jan. 20) Study 
how far you have 
advanced in business 
today and then seek for § 
new knowledge so that 
you can add to this. Later 
this evening you can have 
a good time with your 
close friends while out on 
the town. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Try to 
contact bigwigs . today 
who are conservative and 
get good advice which 
will be very helpful to 
you. Later tonight will be 
good for you to complete 
some new project with 
the knowledge obtained 
through much discussion. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You have fine 
ideas for making changes 
in your environment 
today which will improve 
its comfort and efficien- 
cy, so put them in opera- 
tion for the days ahead. 
This evening you can 
start at home with your 
loved ones and have fun. 


Birthstone of July: Ru- 
by — Tiger's Eye 
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Business & Finance 

Kuwait stocks boom, but foreigners left on the sidelines 

KUWAIT CITY fAFP\ __ w- _ . 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Business is boo ming on the 
Kuwait Stock Exchange as 
new trading records are set 
almost every week, but ana- 
lysts said the bourse must 
open up to foreign investors 
if it is to join the ranks of 
the world’s emerging mar- 
kets. 

‘1 would love to see the 
Kuwaiti market open to 
every one... This would put 
Kuwait on the financ ial 
map," said Bader A1 
S uma it, portfolio manage 
and bead of A1 Oula finan- 
cial brokerage company. 

Local fund managers and 
brokers report a growing 
interest in the Kuwait Stock 
Exchange (KSE) from 
international investment 
houses, always on the look 
out for the next emer gin g 
market 

One of the leading U.S. 
investment banks, Merrill 
Lynch, is considering plans 
to launch a local equity 
fund with Kuwaiti partners 
that would be open to for- 
eign investors. 

The interest has been 
prompted by KSE’s record 
performance in the past 18 
mouths as the leading share 
indices have risen more 
than 30 per cent and trading 
values have rocketed to 
unprecedented levels. 

The value of shares traded 
in 1994 was 584 million 
dinar s ($2 billion). By the 
end of 1995 that figure had 
reached 1,901 million 
dinars ($6.3 billion ), and 
after a strong first half trad- 
ing is well on the way to 
topping three billion dinars 
($10 billion ) in 1996. 

But the turnaround is 
almost entirely due to 
renewed confidence of 
Kuwaitis in their local mar- 
ket, while foreign investors 
have had little chance to 
participate so far. 

Like other stock markets 
in Arab Gulf states, Kuwait 
re mains mostly closed 10 
foreigners. 

Citizens from the Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC) — which alongside 

Romanian ' 
banks fail 

BUCHAREST (AFP) — 
Two private Romanian ba- 
nks, Dacia Fefix and Credit 
Batik, will be forced into 
liquidation after registering 
losses of about $1 billion, 
the governor of Romania’s 
National Bank has said. 
Mugur Isarescu said it will 
be the first such incident in 
Romania, which has been 
struggling to implement 
post-communist free-maret 
reforms. “We have decided 
to stop all financial support 
to these two banks and let 
justice decide their fate,” 
said Ml Isarescu. Tbe mo- 
ve could trigger panic am- 
ong customers coming on- 
ly a few weeks after anoth- 
er financial crisis involving 
several mutual funds. 


Kuwait includes, Bahrain, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates — are allowed to 
invest in many Kuwaiti 
stocks, but not in tbe bank- 
ing and insurance sectors 
which account for more 
than 40 per cent of trading 
values. 

Foreigners from outside 
the GCC have even slimmer 
pickings. 

They are only allowed to 
invest in two listed real 
estate funds and one listed 
mutual fund, called First 

Investment 

“We believe there is sub- 
stantial value in tbe market 
and the market has not yet 
been discovered by foreign 


managers and they are 
finally realising that,” said 
Maha A1 Ghunaim, fund 
manager of First Invest- 
ment and senior vice presi- 
dent at Kuwait Foreign 
Trading, Contracting and 
Investment Company. 

The government is biding 
its time when it comes to 
increasing foreign involve- 
ment in the bourse. 

According to KSE offi- 
cials, the commerce and 
industry ministry is draw- 
ing up a draft law that will 
open tbe way to foreign 
investment. But details are 
few and no dates are sug- 
gested about when the law, 
which will first have to 
negotiate the National 


Assembly (parliament), 
could come into effect. 

The Kuwait bourse may 
not immediately need extra 
liquidity, but analysts argue 
that foreign investors would 
bring disciplines of analysis 
and stock picking to a mar- 
ket that has a history of 
speculation and price 
manipulation. 

In 1982, massive specula- 
tion caused the coDapse of 
tbe unofficial Souk A1 Man- 
airH share market and pre- 
cipitated a $20 billion debt 
crisis from which the econ- 
omy, many of the listed 
companies and local 
investors are only just 
recovering. 

The KSE was set up in its 


wake, with tightened regu- 
lations. 

Local institutions rather 
than individual speculators 
now play a bigger role and 
are encouraging a more 
analytical approach to 
investment 

Foreign investors will add 
“experience and knowl- 
edge” to help develop the 
market further, said Man- 
sour A1 Mubarak, fund 
manager at Kuwait Invest- 
ment Projects Company. 

“It is good for our coun- 
try, and good for the (for- 
eign) investors,” said Mr. 
Mubarak, who has' some 90 
million dinar s ($300 mil- 
lion ) nnHw management in 
Kuwaiti stocks. 


organizes market 


MUKKBT 
uau - suhsxsami 
407171 / 607179 
SUMS PUZC8 LIST FOR TCSEDNf J.6/07/T99C 


PASS 12 

ueenaifi 

CONDUCt’ S NAME 

W I s 

DIV.' 

HQ. 

no. op 

VALUE 

OPEN 

CLOSE 


BIGS 

tST 


Of 

CMBM 

TRADED 

PRICE 

PRICE 







IVANS. 


JD 




250.000 205.000 

kuo nunc. 

11-4 

l.«l 

2 

40 

8680 

216.60 

227.00 

,50+ 

* 3.800 

3.050 

RASE 07 JORDAN 

10. B 

0.00 

4 

783 

1366 

3.05 

3.02 

.03- 

♦ 1-340 

.900 

HID , EAST XKV.BK- 

E7 ■ B 

0.00 

C 

200 

80 

.30 

.08 

.02- 

2.700 

2.120 

ZKDOGTRXSJ- DRV.BX. 

6.0 

6.16 

2 

600 

171* 

7 . 10 

2.19 


5 8.12Q 

4. 250 

THIS HOU6ZMC ax. 

12,9 

2.06 

18 

bliiO 

24291 

4.60 

4.83 

.23* 

3-040 

a. 600 

•K3M. KUWAIT BANK 

19.6 

0.00 

3 

8791 

23822 

2.71 

2.71 

— 

1-240 

.400 

JO8.00LP mw 
^».ISLBN£C SABX 

6.6 

7.45 

14 

21-402 

23076 

.05 

.94 

.01- 

4. ISO 

3.300 

17.3 

U.OO 

a 

2667 

9672 

3.60 

3.60 

— 

S 4.350 

1.700 

ONION BX.SAV.Z1IV. 

P 

0-00 

4 

600 

1045 

1.70 

1.75 

.05* 

4.150 

3.270 

JQR.INV.nH. BANK 

17.7 

0.00 

l 

500 

1640 

3.27 

3.28. 

.01* 

3.740 

2.340 

BXZr.AL-MAL (SEim) 

].S 

5.33 

2 

200 

474 

2.37 

2.37 

— 

1.12Q 

.310 

AMMAN BANK ISV. 

9 

0.00 

21 

28000 

9300 

.24 

.32 

-02- 

1.740 

1.000 

phxladkl.tnv.uk. 

9 

0.00 

7 

2891 

3304 

1.11 

1.11 

- 

Blunt SECTOR TOTALS INDEX l 172 

,09 f<oa i 

♦o.sa 

87 

75744 

109772 




2.910 

2.180 

jo r trench nrson. 

6.3 

8.97 

4 

1600 

324S 

2.26 

2.23 

.02- 

rxSURUfCS SECTOR TOTALS ZdDZX: 125 

.B3 *CEG: 

-o.zo 

4 

isoa 

3345 




1.900 

L.4S0 

JOB. ELECTRIC P **R. 

10.4 

8.00 

10 

3550 

3618 

1.52 

1.50 

.02- 

. 2.300 . 

1.000 

NATL. POMTOLIO 

9r 

0.00 

19 

4450 

5312 

1.25 

1.23 

.02- 

1.160 

.900 

RKAJ. KSTAT8 XNV. 

. . 2l"j 

2.31 

7 

4050 

3863 

.96 

.96 


2.460 

1.79Q 

BIO. EAfiT EOTEL6 •' 79.3 

0.00 

1 

3000 

3680 

1.84 

1.84 

— 

1.430 

.960 

KARKA SDDCASZON 

9 

0.00 

5 

2000 

1999 

.98 

1.00 

■ 02+ 

2.4SQ 

1.700 

ONITIED CO. 

9.6 

5.49 

1 » 

300 

546 

1.81 

1.82 

.03+ 

X 1.200 

.820 

ONX0N ZJUfO 0«V. 

E 

0.00 

1 

200 

190 

-9?> 

.95 

- 

SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 110-86 ZCMUc 

>0.16 

44 

15550 

19610 




3-830 

3.060 

JOR. CSKSNT PACT- 

17 . a 

3.21 

14 

7492 

23374 

3.12 

3.12 

_ 

3.550 

2.7SO 

JDK. PROSPHAT* KlNJCS 

30.7 

0.00 

2 

7590 

21630 

2.89 

2.85 

.04- 

5.9KO 

4.750 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

15.3 

3.94 

3 

1700 

6619 

5.07 

5.07 

— 

10.560 

a. 720 

JCft. PETROL. RSPIKART 

9.1 

6.69 

11 

43 5 Q 

39131 

9.03 

9.00 

.03- 

* 3.750 

2.240 

INDUSTRIAL COMK.M». 

26.9 

0.00 

4 

462 

1036 

2.24 

2.15 

.09- 

8. 150 

5.420 

JQR. WORSTED BELLA 

6.3 

3.85 

2 

1200 

7000 

6.50 

6.90 


5.300 

3.100 

ARAB PHABH. HASP. 

16.6 

5.92 

14 

5198 

17536 

3.34 

3.56 

.04* 

6.450 

5.650 

JOR.CSftABZC I TO, 

7.2 

4.31 

2 

176 

1017 

5.90 

5.80 

.10- 

4.050 

3.150 

JOR. PAPER CARD BO. 

16.4 

3.13 

1 

200 

640 

3.15 

3.20 

.05+ 

2.530 

1.400 

RAPZA INDOSTRZEE 

P 

0.00 

2 

350 

Sll 

1.S1 

1.46 

.05- 

+ 8-000 

4.350 

OAR ALDAHX DV.ZXV. 

11.6 

4.71 

2 

100000 

425000 

4.40 

4.25 

.IE- 

5.800 

3.130 

ARAB ALOK.ZXD. 

5.3 

11.94 

9 

2300 

770E 

3.31 

3.35 

.04+ 

.740 

.450 

UVE9T0CK 6 POCLTW 

4 

0.00 

47 

64750 

31323 

.48 

.49 

.01+ 

1.500 

1.060 

ARAB TAPER COSV.TRD. 

7.7 

9.16 

7 

3600 

4068 

1.12 

1.13 

.02« 

2.720 

1.210 

NATIONAL UKk HI. IND. 

9 

0.00 

4 

3JOO 

4408 

1.36 

1.36 

- 

1.210 

-660 

NATIONAL ZBOS. 

9.8 

9.09 

8 

3750 

2508 

.68 

.66 

.02- 

2.310 

1.060 

ZNTXRUBD . PETRO . CBEH. 

9 

0.00 

70 

44450 

57774 

1.31 . 

1.27 

.04- 

4.950 

2.650 

B&TL . CABLE HIRS.HTAC 

16.3 . 

0.00 . 

... 5 - 

3564 

10493. 

3.00 

-3.00 

- 

1.640 

.830 

JOR. ODLPHQ-CHXH 

9 

0.00 

4 

1300 

1167 

.89 

.69 

• - 

2.240 
fr .15*20 
: . _■ '3050... 

1.080 

1.220 

1.760 

ARAB PH&RU.C3EK. 

26.2 

0.00 
! 5.00 

10.8311 

36 

7050 

vl4«00 

9974 

1.39 

1.40 

.01+ j 

KAHTEBR IHVUZ rl " 
ON IV. MeOH.ZHDS. 

*?: 

5.6 

'.c-c ii- 

; Hi 


2.170 

1.140 


16. 0 

• 0.00. 

- 81 

■ 29877. 

42417 

1.38 

1.43 

. .08+ 

1-890 

.950 

JOR- HSfl CABLE CO. 

28.0 

0.00 

28 

10782 

11122 

1.03 

' 1.03 


2.450 

1.7S0 

EL -IKt RXXDI HEAR 

T 

0.00 

2 

127 

228 

1.81 

1.00 

.01- 

1.400 

1.090 

IRTL. TOBACCO 

27.1 

0.00 

15 

9200 

105B1 

1.16 

1.15 

.01- 

2.230 

1.130 

ONION CH. 6 VSQ. 

28. b 

0.00 

9 

10200 

11827 

1.16 

1-16 

— 


I Ntuw TRIM, SECTOR TOTALS 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX t 104.72 XOW: -0.27 


391 




i rarer : 1 . 37.92 rose* +0-ih 


b36 *30320 


PARALXJCL MAMUt SHARE PRICE LIST FOR TtUvOAT 16/07/1996 



t 

.840 

.550 

CENTRAL CZN.8TORADE 

21.3 

0.00 

10 

19350 

10067 

.55 

.53 

.02— 


.810 

.630 

JQR. TRADE PAC. 

17.1 

0.00 

9 

16700 

10700 

.63 

.64 

.01 + 


.950 

.600 

NATL . CCefiSER. CENTERS 

X 

0.00 

19 

27800 

15846 

.60 

, S7 

.03- 

X 

l.aao 

- 7 CO 

CHIOS UTV. 50* 

67.9 

0.00 

11 

21600 

4601 

.71 

.71 

- 


1.200 

.530 

ARAB PIN. INVEST. 

8- 

0.00 

22 

11600 

6692 

-56 

.60 

.02+- 


.650 

.340 

JOR. XNDS .MATCK-JEHOO 

9 

0.00 

0 

12500 

5625 

.45 

.45 

— 


1-000 

.510 

ARAB TOOD ft KED. 

E 

o.oo 

11 

6000 

2895 

.55 

.SB 

-03+ 


.790 

.520 

ARAB IBIL.ZHV.TXD. 

O 

0.00 

2 

600 

325 

.52 

• 53 

.03+ 


3.160 

.550 

NATL. TEXTILE 

a 

0-00 

2 

850 

472 

.57 

.55 

.02- 


1.100 

.620 

IIATL .MULT . KUO . KAHICO 

E 

0.00 

10 

13400 

0945 

.66 

.66 

— 


1.000 

.770 

JORDAN UXBSL 

E 

0.00 

16 

20347 

16059 

.80 

.03 

.03+ 


1.000 

.620 

MZSEAST PHABH. 75* 

B 

0.00 

4 

26260 

10238 

.63 

.64 

-Olr 


1.710 

1.100 

UNTON TOBACCO 75* 

E 

0.00 

2 

200 

192 

1.16 

1.21 

.08+ 


.980 

.640 

RAZZ PHAM. 65* 

E 

0.00 

2 

480 

140 

• 65 

• 66 

.01+ 


.910 

.440 


30.2 

0.00 

9 

14700 

7193 

.47 

.49 

.02+ 


1.4C0 

.770 

ZED6. CffMCC 

8 

0.00 

3 

1250 

1028 

.80 

.83 

-03* 



.650 

NATL. POOLTRY 

E 

0.00 

4 

66000 

43560 

.66 

.66 

- 

V 

1.500 

. 530 

KID. BAST COMPLEX 

fl.O 

0.00 

8 

190b0 

12SQ4 

. 61 . 

.48 

.03+ 

CttKD TOTAL 




■ 

119 

277649 

158079 



. .. 


* s Mew 12 nwntiiB low 

s s Stock dividend daring t* 1 * P***t 32 eonclis 
V ; LiftLed during Ui* pest 12 ooatDs - 
p i P/s ratio la 100 OS more 

a s Segetive P/S „ 

K : Earning Lb *er© or n/a for *oet r e cen t: Tear 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, July 17, 1996 


Outside markets are the problem for 
Jordan Rockwool Industries Company 


** MICHEL MASANNAT, vice c hairman 
of the Jordan Rockwool Industries Com- 
pany (JRIC) told the annual ordinary, 
meeting of the general assembly that sales * 
to Egypt have risen and that die company 
has managed to break into tbe mark et of 
the United Arab Emirates. He assured tbe 
shareholders that the firm’s technical and- 
administrative cadres are well qualified 
and that the problem was that of outside 
markets. He told the meeting that JRIC 
has gained from the expertise of a consul- 
tancy that was contracted to improve pro- 
duction in preparation for tbe era of open 
markets and for compliance with 
international specification standards. Mr. 
Msu.aiinat~- indicated 'that the production 
has gradually improved and that tbe plant 
was now in a very good shape. 

Mr. Masannat said the company's man- 
agement was planning to increase local 
and outride sales by about 25 pa cent over 

Jordan French Insurance posts 

** THE JORDAN French Insurance Com- 
pany (JF1C) generated a JD 1.16 milli on 
gross profit but after deducting taxes and 
other allowance, the 1995 net profit 
amounted to JD 755.400, 5.2 per cent 
higher than the 1994 net profit. This 


the 1995 figure which amounted to 2,158 
tonnes valued at JD 1:35 milli on. The vol- 
. ume Of sales, of which JD 620,000 were 
exports, was 39 per cent above tbe level of 
1994. The plan also includes raising the 
production capacity in line with the annu- 
al output programme and adding a new 
output to tbe production. 

JRIC General Manager Abdul Wahab 
Abu Hijleb said that the company’s 1995 
net profit was about JD 17,000 but be 
noted that sales during tbe first quarter of 
1996 exceeded JD 300,000, nearly 13 per 
cent more than the sales figure dining the 
same period in 1995. Tbe s mall profit last 
year reduced the accumulated losses from 
previous years to JD 64,200. 

At the end of 1995, the JRICs total 
assets stood at JD 4.28 million and share- 
holders’ equity at JD 3.58 million (A1 
Aswaq). 

a JD 755,400 net profit in { 95 

achievement translated into distributing 
JD 440,000 in dividends at a rate of 20 per 
cent The company's total assets stood at 
JD 9.2 million and shareholders' equity at 
JD 3.15 million at the end of 1995 (A1 
Aswaq). 
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DeAnne Hemmens of the U.S. Olympic team holds up the Olympic torch as it crosses the rowing and 
canoe/kayak competitions venue at Lake Lanier July 15. Also in the K-4 kayak are athletes Philippe Bocarra 
of France (left) and Alexandra Harbold (centre) of the U.S. Hemmens exchanged the torch with a rowing crew 
of eight before continuing on to its eventual destination at the opening ceremonies in Atlanta on July 19 
(Reuters photo) 


Drugs test darkens Olympic build-up 


ATLANTA (R) — A posi- 
tive drugs test involving 
leading Australian sprinter 
Dean Capobianco cast the 
first doping shadow across 
the Atlanta Olympics on 
Monday. 

Australian team chief 
John Coates said 
Capobianco, fifth in the 200 
metres at the 1993 World 
Championships in Stuttgart, 
had tested positive for 
steroids during an examina- 
tion in Europe. 

The sprinter was reported 
to have used the steroid 
stanozolol, the substance 
taken by Ben Johnson at the 
1988 Seoul Olympics. 

Capobianco, who has 
been training with the 
Australian team in Raleigh. 
North Carolina, now faces a 
four-year ban. He has 


denied the charge and has 
appointed lawyers to con- 
test his innocence. 

Despite increased testing 
programmes, it is clear from 
the constant number of dop- 
ing cases that athletes are 
still prepared to try to cheat 
their way to the medals 
which guarantee big pay 
days on the Grand Prix cir- 
cuit. 

While athletics Australia, 
the country’s track and field 
governing body, refused to 
confirm that Capobianco 
had tested positive until a 
hearing about the case had 
taken place, chief Neil King 
said the case might be a 
major blow to athletics. 

“If it turns out to be a pos- 
itive case it would be devas- 
tating for the sport,” King 
said. “If any athlete tests 


positive (for steroids) be 
deserves to be banned for 
four years." 

It is a particularly embar- 
rassing blow to Australia 
who are due to hold the next 
summer games in Sydney. 
The country’s reputation 
was recently hit by a much- 
publicised doping scandal 
involving swimmer 

Samantha Riley. 

Riley received a severe 
caution from swimming's 
governing body FIN A after 
foe world champion record- 
ed a positive test in Rio de 
Janeiro last year. 

At foe weekend, 
Australian officials in 
Atlanta warned their team 
that they could expect no 
sympathy If they ' te s ted ' 

itive fof eveo-thtfimildest of:: 
banned substances during 


foe Olympics. 

International Olympic 
committee officials hope 
that a new system of testing 
here will help them catch 
more cheats. But it is wide- 
ly known that athletes are 
good at timing when they 
take banned drugs to make 
sure they are not caught dur- 
ing competition. 

The sport clearly still has 
a major fight on its hand to 
stamp out the abuse of 
drugs. 

As one leading doping 
expert said recently: “I am 
often asked if 1 know of a 
sport where doping does not 
pipy. 3 , role.. J used to, say it 
; ; wAs$iess butnbwTni hot" 
so sure." 


‘Atlanta police sweep homeless off streets’ 


ATLANTA (R) — Almost 10,000 peo- 
ple have been arrested during foe past 
year in a campaign by Atlanta officials 
to harass foe homeless and sweep 
them off city streets before the 
Olympic Games, a homeless support 
group said Monday. 

The task force for foe homeless said 
Atlanta police had arrested 9,500 peo- 
ple on charges like walking through 
parking lots, sitting on curbs, asking 
for money, and sleeping in public. 
Others had been harassed in other 
ways, said executive director Anita 
Beaty. 

“Many of the homeless are going to 
be in jail until the Olympics are over," 
said Joe Beasley, regional director of 
foe Rainbow Coalition. The city is try- 
ing to tell foe world “all is well” he 


said. 

Atlanta officials were not immedi- 
ately available to comment on foe lat- 
est charges but earlier this year police 
denied there was any campaign to 
sweep away foe homeless before the 
Games. 

Frederick Lamar, who had a job 
building Olympics bousing, said he 
spent a weekend in jail after four 
police officers strip-searched him in 
the street and charged him with block- 
ing foe sidewalk. “I only weigh about 
160 pounds (73 kg), 1 couldn’t see it,” 
Lamar said. 

According to conservative estimates, 
foe Atlanta metropolitan area has 
about 55,000 homeless — almost 
21,000 of them in the city itself. But 
there are only 2,386 bed spaces for 


them in foe city, Beaty said. 

There are no shelters where the 
homeless can stay during the day, even 
if they work at night 
Women and children make up the 
majority of homeless at a time when 
the city is losing 5,000 units of public 
housing because of Olympics-related 
activity, foe task force said 
Tbe Atlanta union mission built a 
100-bed addition to meet the growing 
demand, but those rooms have been 
leased by the Atlanta Committee for 
foe Olympic Games to house journal- 
ists. 

Officials were embarrassed earlier 
this year when it was revealed that 
authorities had given homeless people 
free one-way bus tickets out of town if 
they promised not to come back. 


Drechsler 
gives up 
Olympic 
battle 


IENA, Germany (AFP) — 
Olympic champion Heike 
Drechsler announced 
Monday that she bad given 
up her battle to compete at 
foe Atlanta Games. 

Drechsler, the 1992 long 
jump gold medallist, 
revealed she had not recov- 
ered from a knee tendon 
injury. “I don’t compete if I 
am not 100 per cent, and I 
could just make things 
worse ” she said 

The 31-year-old who 
was also expected to mount 
a challenge for the 
Olympic heptathlon title 
after competing in the 
event at the top level for the 
first time last year, picked 
up the injury in May. 

Drechsler made her name 
as a sprinter and long 
jumper competing for the 
former East Germany. 

She launched her career 
at the Helsinki world 
championships by taking 
the long jump as an 18- 
year-old to become the 
youngest -ever title holder 
She retained that title 10 
years later at Stuttgart. 

Drechslers absence is a 
major blow to German 
Olympic hopes. 

The team has already lost 
women’s high jump cham- 
pion Heike Henkel, who 
failed to qualify. 


Atlanta hot 
and thundery 
as Games 
loom 


ATLANTA (R) — 

Thunderstorms swept 
Atlanta Monday and 
weather forecasters said 
that conditions were likely 
to remain hot and steamy 
ahead of Friday’s opening 
of the Olympics. 

The storms added to the 
congestion on the roads 
around the Georgian city 
but had foe advantage of 
dampening down the heat, 
with afternoon tempera- 
tures peaking at around 32 
degrees Celsius 

The opening ceremony 
takes place Friday evening 
and competition begins 
Saturday. 

Athletes and coaches 
have voiced fears about the 
effects of tbe searing sum- 
mer heat on competitors. 
Temperatures soared as 
high as 44C on foe athletics 
track during the recent U.S. 
Olympic trials. 


IOC laughs off British doping allegations 


ATLANTA (R) — The head 
of the Olympic anti-doping 
programme on Monday 
laughed off a British team 
doctor's allegation that 75 
per cent of afoleres use 
drugs and said people were 
getting roo suspicious of 
sporting feats. 

“Let me just laugh slow- 
ly," Belgium's Prince 
Alexandre de Merode told a 
news conference when 
asked about foe charge by 
British doctor Michael 
Turner that Atlanta Games 
testing procedures were a 
“cosmetic arrangement." 

In a television programme 
to be broadcast by foe 
British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC) on 
Tuesday night. Turner says 
he reckons three out of four 


athletics competitors have 
used banned drugs during 
training. 

“If you're talking about 
track and field, you're talk- 
ing about a situation where 
foe percentage may be 75 or 
above of Olympic athletes 
in Atlanta (who) will have 
taken some kind of perfor- 
mance-enhancing drug," 
Turner told foe BBC. 

Turner, who is to join the 
British team in Atlanta, also 
says foe high-tech testing 
machinery to be used — 
including foe much-herald- 
ed high-resolution mass 
spectrometer — is no use 
against drugs such as testos- 
terone, human growth hor- 
mone and the blood oxygen- 
booster EPO. 

‘Testing urine in competi- 


tion is by and large a waste 
of time. People are using 
growth hormone, they're 
using blood doping, both of 
which are undetectable in 
competition urine testing," 
Turner said. 

“Athletes who cheat are 
using anabolic steroids out 
of competition, in foe off- 
season, in the winter when 
they’re training and they 
shouldn’t be detected in 
competition. It's only the 
stupid or totally naive who 
are actually going to get 
caught in Atlanta." 

De Merode, who heads 
tbe International Olympic 
Committee’s medical com- 
mission, vigorously defend- 
ed its anti-doping pro- 
gramme, saying that it was 
on foe way to winning foe 


battle against drugs, even 
though cheats would never 
give up. 

The prince earlier reported 
to foe IOC that 90,000 drugs 
tests were carried out lost 
year all over the world, 
including an increasing 
number out of competition. 

He said foe IOC and the 
European Union were joint- 
ly funding research in five 
European laboratories into 
human growth hormone, 
which is reckoned by many 
to be the method of choice 
for top-class drugs cheats. 

He doubted whether in the 
age of AIDS and other 
blood-transmitted diseases 
such as hepatitis, athletes 
would want to use blood 
doping, which involves 
blood transfusions to boost 


oxygen capacity. 

De Merode said that 30 
years ago — he took over 
foe medical commission in 
1967 —drugs controls only 
showed up three or four 
amphetamine-style drugs 
even though ail the other 
products existed. 

“That means that we could 
detect only five per cent or 10 
per cent of foe products used 
by athletes. We have made 
regular progress, you know 
the list of products that can be 
tested for now," he said. 

“Instead of having a shad- 
owy area of 80 per cent we 
have a clearly-lit zone of 80 
or 90 percent and a small 
crescent that is still dark. And 
that’s when people tell us 
‘your tests are worth noth- 
ing." 


A : : : ■:$* ■ ■ ■ 

Eritrea make late Games bid 


ATLANTA (R) — The east African nation 
of Eritrea, the only United Nations member 
outside the Olympic movement, made a 
last-minute appeal Monday to join foe rest 
of tbe worid at the Atlanta Games. 

But foe International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) said foe impoverished country, which 
became foe 182nd U.N. member in 1993 
after gaining independence from Ethiopia, 
did not fulfil the bureaucratic requirements 
of entry. 

Atlanta was hoping to become foe first 
host to welcome the entire worid to foe 
Games, and all 197 IOC members accepted 
an invitation to come. But non-member 
Eritrea's exclusion leaves Atlanta one short 
of its desire for a perfect record. 

With just four days to go before tbe games 
open, supporters of Eritrea’s hid said two 
cyclists and the secretary-general of foe 
Eritrean National Olympic Committee 
(ENOC) were ready, willing and able to fly 
to Atlanta. 

“The International Olympic Committee 
never said to them until this month that they 
could not join the Games,” said Talsuya 
Yoshioka, a Japanese supporter of foe 
Eritrean bid. 

Yoshioka, who works for a Tokyo-based 
group which supplies aid to Eritrea, said foe 
two Olympic hopefuls bad been training in 
Japan and awaiting foe call to Atlanta. 


“But the ENOC has not been recognised 
yet by the IOC. For this reason the U.S. 
State Department cannot provide them with 
a visa," he said 

“Over foe last 30 years Eritrea was at war 
and it did not have time to take part in sport 
It is very important for them to take part in 
foe Olympics,” he said 
Enoc has fallen foul of foe IOC’s rules. It 
has failed to have five of its national sports 
federations recognised at international 
level, a minimum requirement for IOC 
membership under the Olympic charter. 

Only cycling, Eritrea’s most popular 
sport, is affiliated with the international 
cycling union. 

Four other sports — volleyball, soccer, 
athletics and ba«’;etball — were organised at 
a national lev? 1 but were still awaiting inter- 
national recognition, Yoshioka said 
IOC officials were sympathetic, but said 
there was little that could be done. 

“Tbe requirements under foe Olympic 
charter for recognition were not fulfilled," 
said IOC Secretary-General Francois 
Canard. He said foe IOC was prepared to 
move quickly in these cases, but he said it 
was “late, it is very late.” 

Yoshioka said the Eritreans had not given 
up hope and bad nominated him to negoti- 
ate with foe IOC and tbe Atlanta organisers 
until the last minute. 



Chinese,: w/>r]d champion gymnast Li Xiaoshuang works oat on the rings daring 
training for the Atlanta Olympics, July 15 at Atlanta’s Geo rgiar DomeOWuters photo) 

Games cash in on gymnastics training 


ATLANTA (R) — 

Gymnastics training is usu- 
ally conducted behind 
closed doors but at the 
Atlanta Olympics specta- 
tors can watch — for a 
price. 

For the first time at a major 
championships, tickets were 
sold at foe Georgia Dome 
for Monday’s practice ses- 
sion. 

More than 9,000 bought 
seats priced at 522 and 511 


for the men’s compulsory 
routines. 

An advance sale of 21,700 
tickets had been made for 
Tuesday’s workout by foe 
women, rising to 30,000 for 
their routines foe following 
day. 

Not surprisingly, foe biggest 
cheers Monday were lav- 
ished on foe U.S. men's 
team. 

“For me it was a great feel- 
ing. It gave us a little taste 


of what it will be like in the 
real competition," said 
American team member 
John Macready. 

U.S. joint captain Jair 
Lynch said his teammates 
were in for a bigger sur- 
prise. “Nothing is going to 
prepare us for the 40,000 
screaming folks that will be 
here on Saturday,” he said 
of the opening day of 
Olympic competition. 


Olympic Games diary 


ATLANTA (AFP) — Villagers relax at 
massage spa the "most popular spot in foe 
Olympic village, home to 15,000 athletes, 
officials and coaches during foe Games, is 
foe full body massage. spa. Stressed-out 
competitors can wind down with a “stress- 
buster massage,” an “aromatherapy body 
wrap,” or a “body salt glow" skin treatment. 
The centre is already fully booked four days 
ahead. “The surprise is that more men than 
women are coming in," said spa manager 
Cici Coffee. 

*Star pulls out from French Olympic soc- 
cer team: Patrick Vieira, the AC Milan mid- 
fielder, has pulled out of France’s Olympic 
soccer squad after suffering a knee ligament 
injury during a training match against a col- 
lege side in Auburn, Alabama. The 20- year- 
old will be replaced by Oumar Dieng. who 
plays for Paris Sl Germain. 

"'Nations can’t agree on foe price of 
Olympic gold; Bankers should stage a sum- 
mit about it. An Olympic gold medal is 
worth 5720,000 to a Singapore athlete and 
510,000 to a German. Governments for 
years have offered rewards in cash and kind 
to encourage Olympic performances. Israel 
is seeking its first Olympic gold medal and 
prepared to pay $166,000 . The United 
States, used to hauling in the Olympic bul- 
lion, is prepared to shell out a more modest 


515,000 per gold medal. 

♦Shop until you drop: South African 
Xolile Yawa has devised a unique training 
programme for foe Olympic marathon. 
“I’m going to do quite a lor of shopping ” he 
said. Tbe 33-year-old explains: “The more 
you get ready for a marathon, foe more you 
think you are not ready. That’s the way ath- 
letes overtrain and pull a hamstring on foe 
last day before a race. Me, I'm going to do 
nothing” 

♦No scarcity of Olympic tickets: The 
closer foe Games get, the more tickets flood 
the market. The bottom is falling out of foe 
black market as tickets emerge from tbe 
woodwork for even foe most popular 
events, including the opening and closing 
ceremonies. More could come on stream as 
tickets unsold abroad arrive back in atianta, 
Olympic organisers say. 

*Medals awarded: The first medals of the 
Atlanta Olympic Games were awarded on 
Monday — to an 86 and 74- year-old. 
British Professor Jeremy Morris and 
American counterpan Ralph Paffenbarger 
were awarded sports science medals by foe 
Internationa] Olympic Committee for 
research into how excercise reduces the risk 
of heart disease. 
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Met Gibson & Sophie Marceau .... in 

BRAVEHEART 

winner of 6 Academy 
Awards 

Shows: 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00 



Layla ElwL.in 
Ya Dunya Ya Gharami 
(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Toy Story 

5:00 p.m 


CONCORD “1" 

Mel Gibson & Sophie Marceau .... in 

BRAVEHEART 

winner of 6 Academy Awards 

Shows: 1:00, 5:00, 8:30 

cb!5 cTorii ”“ 2 ” 

BRAVEHEART 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 9:30 (film duration-3 hours) 




Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 



::v i^T 

PRESENTS 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155-640155 
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Ray Lankford against the 
Cincinnati Reds on Mon- 
day and Lankford won, 
powering the Sl Louis Car- 
dinals to their fourth con- 
secutive win. 

Lankford home red twice 
and drove in a career-high 
five runs as the Cardinals 
bested the Reds 8-3. 

“It Was Too Much ray 
Lankford,** Cincinnati man- 
ager Ray Knight said. “He 
hit five bullets against us." 

With one out in the first, 
Lankford hit Roger 
Salkeld’s first pitch over 
the right-field fence for his 
17th homer and a 1-0 lead. 
In the third, Lankford belt- 
ed number 18, a two run 
shot that made it 3-1. 

With the Cards ahead 6-3, 
reliever Lee Smith walked 
Tom Pagnozzi and Royce 
Clayton before Lankford 
drove them both in with a 
double to cap the scoring. 

“He put on a clinic yester- 
day and today," said St. 
Louis manager Tony La 
Russa of Lankford. “He 
may be the perfect number 
two hitter, he puts the ball 
in the hole, he can run the 
bases, he puts a lot pressure 
in the pitcher.” 

Salkeld (4-3) allowed six 
runs and five hits in 4 1/3 
innings for the loss. Mike 
Morgan (3-3) yielded three 
runs and six hits in seven 
innings for the win. 

In Atlanta, Greg Maddux 
won for the fifth time in six 
decisions as the Braves 
edged the Expos 5-4 to 
open an eight-game lead 
over second-place Montreal 
in the east. 

Maddux (10-6) gave up 
four runs — two earned — 
and four hits over seven 
innings with no walks as 
the four-time Cy Young 
award winner raised his 
home record to 9-1. 

The Expos rallied for four 
runs in the fourth capped by 
Henry Rodriguez’s 26th 
homer to tie the game at 4- 
4. 

But the Braves regained 
the lead in the bottom of the 
inning on Jermaine Dye’s.. 
RBI single ojfjpser BjGny s 
Manuel (2-1), who came on 
in relief of starter Kirk 
Rueter. 

At Florida, the Marlins 
pounded out a franchise- 
record 24 hits, scoring 15 
unanswered runs as they 
rallied from a 5-0 third- 
inning deficit fora 15-5 win 
over the Houston Astros. 

Florida hod 21 singles, 
two shy of the National 
League record set by the 
New York Giants in 1931. 

Devon white drove in 
three runs, Edgar Renteria 
added a two-run homer and 
Terry Pendleton had two 
RBI for the Marlins, who 
won for just the third time 
in 13 games. 

Donn Pall (1-0.) pitched 
two shutout innings of 
relief for the victory. Loser 
Donne wall (6-2) was 
ripped for seven runs and 
12 hits in five innings, 
in Chicago, Frank Castil- 
lo scattered six hits over 
eight innings and Sammy 
Sosa had three hits, includ- 
ing a three-run homer as the 
cubs crushed the Pittsburgh 
Pirates 12-2. 

Castillo (3-11) allowed 
one run. walked none and 
struck out five. Dan Miceli 
(1-5) took the loss. 

Sosa had a pair of singles 
before hitting his 29th 
homer off reliever Steve 
Parris in the bottom of the 
eighth lo extend Chicago’s 
lead to 11-1. Brian McRae, 
Leo Gomez and Jose Her- 
nandez added solo homers 
for ihe Cubs. 

In New York, Jerry Dipo- 
io pitched out of a jam in 
top of the fifth and the Mcts 
went on to score three runs 
in the bottom of the frame 
to beat the Philadelphia 
Phillies 7-5. 

Mew starter Paul Wilson 
allowed the Phillies to lake 
a 4-3 lead in the top of the 
fifth. Dipoto (4-1) came on 
with runners on second and 
third and none out but 
struck out Benito Santiago 
and Pete Incaviglia and got 
pitcher Russ Springer (2-7) 
to bounce out. 

Rookie Alex Ochoa went 
3-for-4 with a pair of RBI 
and Bernard Giikey had 
three hils and scored three 
runs for New York, which 
won for the seventh time in 
10 games. 

Al Colorado, Roger Bai- 
ley allowed three runs over 


and made sure 
be got the win by capping a 
seven-run third inning with 
a bases- loaded triple as the 
Rockies scored a 7-3 victo- 
ry over the San Francisco 
Giants. 

TTie Rockies extended 
their winning streak to six 
games and tied a major- 
league record for consecu- 
tive home games scoring 
seven runs or more with 11, 
established by the 1938 
yankees. 

In Los Angeles, Dave 
Hansen’s pinch-single in 
the bottom of the 10th 
inning scored Greg Gagne 
with the game’s only run as 
the dodgers edged the San 
Diego Padres 1-0. 

Pedro Astacio and Mark 
Guthrie combined on a 
five-hiner for Los Angeles. 
Guthrie (2-0) notched the 
victory with 1 2/3 hitless 
innings in relief. 

Gagne reached on an 
error by San Diego short- 
stop Chris Gomez and was 
sacrificed to second by 
Juan Castro. Hanson, bat- 
ting for Chad Fonville, hit 
the first pitch he saw from 
reliever Trevor Hoffman (5- 
4) into left field. 

Ripken streak ends 
after 14 years 

Baltimore Orioles iron 
man Cal Ripken kept his 
legendary consecutive 
games streak going but 
ended another by playing 
his first game at a position 
other than shortstop in 
more than 14 years Mon- 
day. 

Ripken started at third 
base after 2,216 straight 
starts at shortstop but did 
not miss a beat as he helped 
the Orioles to a dramatic 8- 
6 victory over the Toronto 
Blue Jays. 

“He's just a special play- 
er. He’s a great shortstop 
and he put on a clinic at 
third tonight and made it 
look easy," said Orioles 
manager Davey Johnson. 

“It was nervewracking ” 
admitted Ripken about the 
move. ‘To r me^ it’s -.an-; 
intense position-.* You have " 
to think about everything 
you’re going to do before it 
actually happens." 

The Orioles won in dra- 
matic fashion as Bobby 
Bonilla hit a game-tying 
three-run homer in the bot- 
tom of the ninth and Chris 
Hoiles added a game-win- 
ning two-run shot later in 
the inning. Ripken began 
the ninth-inning rally by 
reaching on an error by 
shortstop Alex Gonzalez. 

Jimmy Haynes (3-5) 
worked 3 \h scoreless 
innings for the victory in 


Texas Rangers second baseman Mark McLemore turns a double play at second out- 
ing California Angels’ Randy Velarde and ending the fourth inning in Arlington, 
Texas. Angels’ J.T. Snow was out at first California won 10-7 (Reuters photo) 

relief of starter Rick Kriv- victory in relief of starter 
da. Mike Timlin (0-2) gave tim pugh. The Royals 
up both homers to blow the jumped on Julian Tavarez 

<3r6) 


save opportunity. 

In Boston, Jeff Frye hod 
three hits and two RBI and 
Reggie Jefferson broke a tie 
with a solo homer in the 
third inning as the Red Sox 
extended their winning 
streak to' a season-high six 
games with an 8-6 victory 
• ove^ the New . York- Yaih- 
-kees-. " 101 ■ 

Mark Hutton (0-1) gave 
up three runs — two earned 
— and four hits in 3 2/3 
innings of relief for the 
loss. 

In Kansas City, Michael 
Tucker had a two-run triple 
in the first inning and david 
ho ward and Mike MacFar- 
lane hit solo homers as the 
Royals snapped a three- 
game losing streak with a 6- 
3 victory over the Cleve- 
land Indians. 

Mike Magnanie (2-2) 
gave up one run and two 
hits in 3 1/3 innings for the 


for four runs in the 
first two innings. 

At Minnesota, Rich Beck- 
er drove in four runs with a 
homer and a single and 
Scott Aldred scattered 
seven hits over 7 1/3 
innings as the Twins 
crushed the Chicago White 
Sox_16~5. 


runs of the game for a 10-7 
victory over the Rangers, 
matching the biggest come- 
back in team history. 

Texas slammed Ryan 
Hancock for seven runs in 
the first two innings, but the 
Angels .battled back with 
one in the fourth and three 
in the fifth before taking die 
game in the seventh. 

In Oakland, Bob Wolcott 


ja — lwj. , vi i f\i iiy, pjjched'-'a; ' complete 

In. -Milwaukee*- . Melvin -yfive-fii’tter aiii 


Nieves hit two home runs- 
as the Detroit Tigers home- 
red in each of the first five 
innings and held on for a 
10-9 win over the Brewers. 

Chad Curtis, Brad Aus- 
mus and Tony Gark added 
solo shots to Nieves’s 10th 
and 11th homers for Detroit 
as Milwaukee starter Ricky 
Bones (6-11) was tagged 
for seven runs and eight hits 
in three -pi us innings. 

At Texas, Garret Ander- 
son's two-run single high- 
lighted a six-run seventh 
inning as the California 
Angels scored the final 10 


to and Jay Buhner homered, 
powering the Seattle 
Mariners to a 5-1 over the 
Athletics. 

Wolcott (6-7), recalled 
from the Minors before the 
game, threw only 80 pitch- 
es en route to his first career 
complete game as the 
Mariners won for the eighth 
time in 10 games. 

Wolcott walked none and 
struck out six, never throw- 
ing more than six pitches to 
any one hitter. He outdu- 
eled Dave Telgheder, who 
gave up two runs and five 
hits over seven innings. 


Furnished/Unfurnished Villa For Rent 

A spacious super deluxe villa with luxurious brand 
new furniture is available for rent at Sweifieh. Suit- 
able for a diplomat or a VIP. 

Interested parties are requested to contact the 
owner on telephone No. 859289 


Austrian Airlines celebrates third flight 


TO LET 

Fuliy-fumished flat, 2 bedrooms, large sitting din- 
ing area, kitchen, bathroom, central heating, own 
telephone, car park, intercom. 

Shmeisani, near Tyche Hotel. 

Tel: 601795 



Austrian Airlines hosted a 
dinner banquet in honour of 
tourist and travel agencies 
and businessmen to celebrate 
the launching of their third 

V* j ftteto- 

JMjj Mr. Sami Abul Saoud, the 
*WjH airline's director for Jordan 
and Iraq, delivered an 
address welcoming the guests 
and announced the creation of 
a new Business Class on 
Austrian Airlines 



Air France honors its top travel agents at the 
Forte Grand Amman 


Air France held its annu- 
al dinner for the iop travel 
agents at the Forte Grand 
Amman, honored by the 
presence of the Regional 
Manager lor the Near hast 
Mr. Yves Picchi. 

A presentation on the 
new C'halres de Gaulle hub 
was done by the Regional 
Manager for Jordan/Iraq 


Mr. Jean-Jacques 

Ledauphin on a new sys- 
tem implemented by Air 
F'rancc increasing its con- 
necting flights and min- 
imising the connecting 
lime to 40 minutes. This 
was followed by a rewards 
ceremony given to its top 
travel agents. 


FOR RENT 

A SUPER DELUXE FULLY FURNISHED APART- 
MENT. 3 BEDROOMS, 3 BATHROOMS, SPA- 
CIOUS RECEPTION, TV AND DINING ROOM, 
FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN, PANORAMIC 
VIEW IN ONE OF THE BEST LOCATIONS IN 
RABIA. 

PLEASE CALL TEL- 838758 / 079-35591 



New Office Building , 4 floors with total area of 
1900 ni 2 , In addition , a basement with total area 
of 400 m 2 . Finishing excellent , all services 
incluiling a car park for 25 cars. 


available 


• ,rt .*• w r ■ *. .?.% • 

681642 , 681635. ,664599 , 979 - 33303 


New Furnished Apt. For Rent 


Ground floor with spacious garden, 3 bedrooms, 
baths, 3 entrances, telephone, satellite.. .etc. 

In Sweifieh, quiet residential area near the 

Commercial Centre. 


Tel: 736011, 736123 office / 864758 residence. 
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Olajuwon gets multi-year 
contract extension 


ORLANDO (R) — Super- 
star centre Hakeem Olaju- 
won, who led Houston to 
NBA championships in 
1994 and 1995, is not a free 
agent and the Rockets made 
sure he would not become 
one any time soon by sign- 
ing him to a multi-year con- 
tract extension. 

The Rockets announced 
the contract deal on Mon- 
day at a news conference in 
Oriando, where Olajuwon- 
was practicing' with the 
U.S. Olympic “dream 
team.** 

“As soon as the new col- 
lective bargaining agree- 
ment was sigoed, a new 
contract for Hakeem was 
our first priority," said 
Rockets owner Leslie 
Alexander. 

“Hakeem is a unique 
leader, largely responsible 
for Houston's first two 


world championships, and 
this gives the Rockets the 
opportunity to challenge for 
more NBA titles ” 

The team did not disclose 
the terms of the contract for 
“the dream”, but the Hous- 
ton Chronicle reported Sun- 
day that Olajuwon would 
receive a five-year deal 
worth between $55 million 
and $60 million. 

The 33-year-old 11-time 
■All-Star had three years 
remaining on a four-year 
contract worth $26.4 mil- 
lion, or an average of $6.6 
million per year. But that 
contract had a clause that 
would have allowed Olaju- 
won to become a free agent 
after the 1996-97 season. 

“I am very fortunate that I 
will have the opportunity to 
play my entire career in a 
Rockets uniform — a privi- 
lege that most players do 


not have,” said Olajuwon, 
who has played his entire 
12-year career with Hous- 
ton. 

The Nigerian-born centre, 
wbo became a U.S. citizen 
in time to play in the 
Olympics for bis adopted 
country, averaged 26.9 
points and 10.9 rebounds 
last season. 

He was named the NBA 
Most Valuable Player for 
the-1 993-94 season and was 
MVP of the NBA finals in 
both 1994 and 1995 after 
leadin g the Rockets to 
championship victories 
over the New Yoric Knicks 
and Orlando Magic. 

Olajuwon set the NBA 
record for career blocks 
(3.190) last season and is 
one of only nine players in 
league history to record 
more chan 20,000 points 
and 1 1 ,000 rebounds. 


Tour de France 
Dane Riis wins 16th stage; 
police detect bomb on route 


LOURDES-HAUTA- 
CAM, France (R) — 
Bjame Riis of Denmark 
won the 16th stage of the 
Tour de France over 199 
kins from Agen Tuesday 
and retained the race 
leader’s yellow jersey. 

Frenchman Richard 
Virenque was second and 
Swi tzerland’sLaurent 
Dufaux third. 

While the Tour entered 
its 16ch stage Spanish 
police detonated a bomb 
Tuesday in the northern 
city of Pamplona, where 
the Tour de France cycle 
race is due to finish its 
17th stage Wednesday, 
Navarre region officials 
said. 

, Pofe set off die ifourrkg . : 
v(nine-Ib) device, JV which 
was planted in a Tubbisb 
bin outside a bank, after 
receiving an anonymous 
warning. No one was 
injured. 

The officials did not 
speculate on who might 
have planted the bomb, 
but the Basque separatist 
group ETA (basque home- 
land and freedom) has 
threatened to disrupt the 
Tour on its passage 
through the Basque coun- 
try. Navarre is 25 percent 


Basque. 

Five-time winner 
Miguel Indurain, a native 
of Navarre, told Spanish 
television at the start of 
the race that he was not 
worried about attacks 
from the rebel group 
because organisers had 
tried to respect basque 
sensibilities. 

“They are going to 
broadcast the Tour in 
Basque and some of the 
officials are Basque, I 
don’t think it’s going to be 
problem." he said. 

ETA issued a statement 
Monday in the radical 
Basque daily newspaper 
Egin threatening to dis- 
rupt the race and last 
month the group sent a 
warning ' letter " to ‘ the 
organisers. 

Tour director Jean- 
Marie Leblanc told Span- 


ish sports daily Marca on 
Tuesday that he did not 
expect any problems. 

“This visit is our 
homage to Indurain, to 
Echavarri (manager of 
Indurain’s Banesto team) 
and to all the Basques for 
their comportment with 
the Tour ” he said. 

The race travels from 
Argeles-Gazost in France 
to Pamplona in Spain 
Wednesday and returns to 
France Thursday. 

ETA guerrillas have 
killed some 800 people ^ 
since 1968 ./when thgy^A 
started their violent drive ' •: 
for Basque independence. 


/ FOR RENT \ 

Luxury fully furnished apartment for rent, Area 
330 Sq.m., 2nd floor, JabaJ Amman, 4th Circle, 
opposite Greek and Korean ambassadors' resi- 
dence. 3 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, salon, dining 
room, family room, kitchen, telephone, indepen- 
dent central heating, garage, elevator. Yearly rent, 
v Call Tel.: 666018 from 10:00 to 13:00 hrs / 
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TUrk opposition pressures 
Erbakan on Israel 


pact 


ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Turkey’s main opposition 
party has challenged Islamist 
Prime Minister^Necmettin 
Erbakan to clarify his views 
on a military pact with Israel, 
which has angered Muslims 
in Turkey and throughout the 
Middle East. 

'■When he was in opposi- 
tion. the prime minister said 
he would annul the Turkish- 
Israeli military training 
accord when he came to 
power. Will the military 
training accord be 
annulled?” asked 

Motherland Party (ANAP) 
Deputy Yasur Okuyan in a 
list of written questions to 
Mr. Erbakan. 

Mr. Okuyan sent the ques- 
tions on Monday to the par- 
liamentary speaker who 
must ask the government to 
reply in the coming weeks. 
Reuters obtained the list on 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Okuyan asked whether 
Mr. Erbakan thought the 
pact, signed by the two 
countries in February, was in 
Turkey’s interests and 
whether any changes were 
planned, such as stopping 
training flights. 

Under the accord. Israeli 
air force planes have flown 
out of a base in Turkey and 
senior Turkish naval offi- 
cials have visited the Jewish 
state. 

Erbakan has backtracked 
from previous vows to scrap 
the Israeli deal since he 
became Turkey's first 
Islamist prime minister last 
month. 


He says he wants to study 
the deal with an eye to revis- 
ing it Turkey's influential 
military backs the accord 
and analysts say any changes 
were unlikely. 

In Cairo, a leading 
Muslim fundamentalist 
group said it will not urge 
Mr. Erbakan to cancel the 
Turkish-Israeli agreement 
that has angered the Muslim 
World. 

But Moustafa Mashour. 
who leads the Muslim 
Brotherhood, told the 
London-based AI Sharq Al 
Awsat newspaper on 
Tuesday that the pact signed 
in February still poses a 
threat to Muslims. The 
agreement provides for mili- 
tary cooperation between 
Turkey and Israel, two 
strategic countries in the 
region. 

“It’s dangerous because 
the Jews want to extend their 
reach to other Muslim 
nations like Iraq, Iran and 
Syria.” said Mr. Mashour, 
whose group is Egypt's 
largest Muslim' fundamental- 
ist organisation with branch- 
es in many Muslim nations. 

“But we can't ask the 
Turkish prime minister to act 
in a specific way because 
this is an internal affair." he 
said. 

Mr. Mashour said the 
Brotherhood maintains close 
ties with the Welfare Party, 
but said he does not expect 
Mr. Erbakan to adopt poli- 
cies which might anger his 
foes in Turkey or abroad. 

“We believe he will read- 


just his conditions at this 
stage. He cannot change a 
situation which contradicts 
Islam in a day," he said. 

The Brotherhood, which 
seeks an Islamic state, is 
banned in Egypt and many 
Muslim countries, but is 
active worldwide. 

Eight MPs resign from 
Ciller’s True Path 

Eight dissident MPs 
resigned on Tuesday from 
Turkey’s junior coalition 
partner True Path Party 
(DYP) in protest at its coali- 
tion with Islamists, 
Anatolian news agency said. 

“Eight MPs who voted 
againsL..the government in 
the confidence vote resigned 
from the DYP,” the agency 
said. The resignations 
reduced the number of DYP 
deputies to 120 and left its 
coalition with the Welfare 
Party with an effective 
majority of around four in 
the 550-seat assembly. 

Several deputies have 
resigned from Deputy Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller's DYP 
in the weeks leading up to 
and following the formation 
of the government in June. 
The coalition has given the 
Islamists their largest slice of 
power in Turkey's modem 
history. 

The dissidents did not sup- 
port the coalition in last 
week’s confidence vote. 

Mr. Erbakan has taken a 
moderate line since coming 
to power, dropping previous 
radical Islamist rhetoric. 


WFP rushes to take 
advantage of Sudan’s 
lift of cargo ban 


NAIROBI, Kenya (.API — 
U.N. World Food 
Programme officials scur- 
ried to find a large cargo 
plane Tuesday after the 
Sudanese government said 
it would allow aid ship- 
ments into war-tom south- 
ern Sudan during the rest of 
July. 

Programme spokes- 
woman Michelle Quintaglia 
said the aid organisation 
would be racing against 
time, because it would take 
at least 10 days to obtain a 
C-130 cargo plane. Sudan 
agreed Monday only to 
allow the shipments until 
the rest of this month. 

“A lot of details concern- 
ing our clearance are still 
unclear,” Ms. Quintaglia 
said. “Our main concern is 
getting clearance for 
August, because by the lime 
we get a C-130 up and run- 
ning. we’ve already lost the 
month of July." 

Last September. Sudan 
barred the World Food 
Programme from using C- 
130 transport planes to 
deliver food to the south. 


where Christian and animist 
rebels have been battling 
the northern. Muslim-domi- 
nated government since 
1983. 

The government claims 
humanitarian groups have 
used planes to smuggle 
weapons to rebels. The 
United Nations and other 
organisations have denied 
the claim. 

Last week, the World 
Food Programme said that 
700,000 people were at risk 
of starvation in southern 
Sudan unless the govern- 
ment lifted its transport 
restrictions. 

Programme Director 
Catherine Bertini said food 
requirements were especial- 
ly urgent now. Supplies har- 
vested last year are running 
low, and the new crops will 
not be ready for two 
months. 

Ms. Quintaglia said 
because of the ban. seeds 
could not be flown in. and 
the May-June planting sea- 
son had been missed. Only 
about only a third of the fer- 
tile earth was planted. 


Kurdish group opens 
meeting in Rome; Italy 
fears Turkey protest 


ROME CAP) — Members 
of a self-proclaimed 
Turkish Kurd parliament- 
in-exile opened a meeting 
Monday following apparent 
government attempts to 
avoid a diplomatic spat 
with Turkey. 

The 65-member group, 
invited by Rome's provin- 
cial council, gathered at a 
hotel rather than the coun- 
cil's headquarters after 
Foreign Minister Lamberto 
Dini and other officials 
feared objections from 
Turkey, which claims the 
parliament-in-exile is a 
front for guerrillas fighting 
for autonomy in southeast 
Turkey. 

The foreign ministry said 
they received no formal 
protests from Turkey. But 
Italian media suggested Mr. 
Dini pressured for the 
group to move to a hotel on 
die outskirts of Rome for 
the three-day meeting. 

The group, founded last 
year in the Hague, 


Netherlands, pledged to 
continue to support a possi- 
ble cease-fire between 
rebels and the Turkish mili- 
tary. More than 21,000 peo- 
ple have been killed in the 
12-year conflict. 

The first meeung of the 
parliament-in-exile caused 
a diplomatic clash between 
the Netherlands and Turkey, 
which recalled its ambas- 
sador for two months and 
suspended arms purchases 
from the Dutch. Relations 
improved after Dutch offi- 
cials agreed to meet with 
Turkish envoys to discuss 
common strategies for 
fighting Kurdish terrorism. 

The parliament-in-exile 
also has convened in 
Russia, Austria and 
Denmark. Yasar Kaya, a 
former leader of a pro- 
Kurdish party outlawed in 
1994, is chairman of the 
group. Six former deputies 
of the party, who fled to 
Europe to escape prosecu- 
tion, are also members. 


Bahrain’s 
premier 
meets Saudi 
crown 
prince 

DUBAI (R) — Bahrain’s 
Prime Minister Sheikh 
Khalifa Bin Sulman Al- 
Khalifa on Tuesday met 
with Crown Prince 
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia, 
which is mediating to setde 
a territorial row between 
Bahrain and Qatar. 

The official Saudi Press 
Agency (SPA) said they 
held talks in Jeddah on 
regional and international 
affairs. 

The visit follows talks in 
Saudi between Qatar's Emir 
Sheikh Hamad Bin Khalifa 
Al Than! and King Fahd 
earlier this week. 

Bahrain and Qatar are 
locked in a dispute over a 
number of barren but poten- 
tially oil and gas-rich 
islands, including Hawar 
islands, sandbanks and reefs 
controlled by Bahrain since 
1930s. 

In May. Bahrain urged 
Qatar to withdraw the case it 
bad taken to the 
International Court of 
Justice (1CJ) in the Hague to 
settle the dispute and accept 
Saudi arbitration. 

Qatar rejected the 
Bahraini offer and said it 
would only withdraw the 
case from the world court if 
Saudi Arabia's mediation 
succeeded in resolving the 
long-standing dispute. 


MUBARAK MEETS KABARITI: Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak gestures as he talks with Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti Tuesday. Mr. Kabariti arrived for talks on the latest developments in the Middle East 
peace talks two days before the visit of Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu to Cairo. Later in the day, 
Mr. Kabariti paid a brief visit to Tel Aviv where he held talks with Mr. Netanyahu (see page 1 story) (Reuters 
photo) 


Price not politics block Egypt gas sales to Israel 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s 
plans to export gas to Israel 
are deadlocked over a dis- 
agreement on prices, not on 
renewed Arab-Israeli ten- 
sions which will not threat- 
en the ambitious project, 
Egypt's Oil Minister Hamdi 
Al Banbi said on Tuesday. 

Mr. Banbi said the prices 
offered by Israel and the 
amount of gas it was seek- 
ing could not justify the 
construction costs for the 
“peace pipeline” ro trans- 
port the gas. 

“The price and the quanti- 
ty is not enough,” Mr. Banbi 
told Reuters. “Apparently 
Israel has other alternatives 
to evaluate and they have 
offered a certain level of 
prices that are not commen- 
surate with the economics 


of developing the project.” 

“This problem is econom- 
ic. It has nothing to do with 
politics," Mr. Banbi said. 

Arab leaders meeting in 
Cairo last month warned 
Israel they might review the 
process of normalising ties 
with the Jewish state if 
hardline Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu con- 
tinued to reject trading cap- 
tured Arab land for peace. 

But Mr. Banbi said the gas 
project would go ahead if a 
deal could be reached on 
prices. 

“Egypt has a peace agree- 
ment with Israel... and that 
peace treaty was signed 
with (Netanyahu's) Likud 
Party. So there is do prob- 
lem bothering us regarding 
what kind of government 


Israel has,” he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu will visit 
Egypt on Thursday on his 
first trip to an Arab country 
since he toppled . Nobel 
peace laureate S him on 
Peres in May elections. 

Mr. Banbi said Egypt’s 
proven gas reserves had 
climbed to around 25 tril- 
lion cubic feet, but added 
that growing domestic 
demand meant any gas 
exports before the year 2011 
would have to come from 
foreign companies' shares 
of gas. 

Further rises in reserves 
could make exports viable 
to Europe, either by a gas 
pipeline or tankers, he said. 

“If the exports are in the 
region of 2.5 billion cubic 
metres (S7.5 billion cubic 


feet» a year then the short 
pipeline (to Israel) would be 
viable,” Mr. Banbi said. “A 
long pipeline ( to Europe) or 
liquefaction requires six bil- 
lion cubic metres (210 bil- 
lion cubic feet) a year.” 

”So if the companies can- 
not get a good deal export- 
ing to Israel or Jordan they 
may wait until our gas 
reserves reach a level that 
makes exports to Europe 
possible." 

Former Israeli Energy 
Minister Gonen Segev said 
in February he expected his 
country’s demand for natur- 
al gas to reach four billion 
cubic metres (141 billion 
cubic feet) a year by 2003. 
But Israel has also looked at 
gas from the Gulf or former 
Soviet Union states. 


Alleging election fraud, Labour 
Party decides to turn to police 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The oppo- 
sition Labour Party has 
alleged that Israel’s May elec- 
tion was tainted by enough 
cheating and irregularities to 
have cost Shimon Peres his 
job as prime minister 

After weeks of quietly com- 
piling what they say is evi- 
dence of vote fraud, Mr. Peres 
and other party leaders derid- 
ed Tuesday to hand their find- 
ings over to the police, law- 
maker Raanan Cohen told the 
Associated Press. 

’The number of dubious 
votes goes well beyond the 
margin of victory in the elec- 
tion.” said Mr. Cohen, who is 
chairman of parliament's 
Labour faction. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, who trailed in vir- 
tually all the pre-election polls 
and initial projections by both 
of Israel’s TV channels, won 
by 29,000 votes — less than 1 
per cent of votes casL 

The allegations, denied by 
election officials and Mr. 
Netanyahu allies, were never- 
theless sure to stir a political 
atmosphere already roiling 
with fears the new hardline 
government will harm Israel’s 
international standing by 
reversing peacemaking with 
the Arabs. 


Mr. Cohen said a Labour 
Party recount revealed a large 
discrepancy between the num- 
ber of ballots cast and the 
number of people registered as 
having voted — suggesting 
ballots were added or 
removed. In the 500 polls 
checked — accounting for one 
tenth of the electorate — the 
gap was 8,000 votes, he said. 

In addition, Mr, Cohen's 
assistant Ronen Tsur said the 
party is compiling lists of reg- 
istered voters who were out of 
the country during the elec- 
tion, who say they didn't vote, 
or who are dead. He estimated 
the number of such people 
was in the "many thousands.” 

Labour officials said the sus- 
pected irregularities were con- 
centrated in religious neigh- 
bourhoods where support for 
Mr. Netanyahu was over- 
whelming. 

Mr. Cohen said he now had 
for more information than last 
month, when Labour unsuc- 
cessfully appealed the election 
result before a Jerusalem 
court. He said he would hand 
the new information to die 
police in a few days and ask 
for a criminal investigation. 

Mr. Cohen said it was “very 
clear who the perpetrators are" 
— apparently referring to 


right-wing and religious 
activists who have appeared 
anonymously in media reports 
admitting to cheating. 

One man. identified as a 
polling station observer from 
the far-right Moledet Party, 
told Channel 2 TV recently 
that he and his colleagues 
were able to systematically 
tamper with votes for Mr. 
Peres, whose dovish peace 
policies they detested. 

“There were many religious 
observers and Moledet 
observers.” said the man, 
whose face was hidden and 
name withheld- He said the 
fraud spread throughout the 
country “like wildfire” on 
election day amid “the feeling 
of a Jewish holy war.” 

But even if Labour proved 
such cheating, a new vote is 
unlikely because election law 
requires any challenge to be 
submitted within two weeks 
of the election results’ publica- 
tion. 

“It is an absurdity, but legal- 
ly the elections are irre- 
versible,” said legal analyst 
Moshe Negbi. “All they can 
hope to do is prosecute indi- 
viduals who cheated, and hope 
to undermine the govern- 
ment’s legitimacy politically.” 


Holbrooke 
to seek 
Karadzic 
ouster 


SARAJEVO (R) — Richard 
Holbrooke. American archi- 
tect of the Dayton peace 
treaty on Bosnia, returned to 
the region on Tuesday to 
seek the removal of sepa- 
ratist Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic, indicted on 
charges of genocide. 

Mr. Holbrooke, a former 
U.S. assistant secretary of 
state, arrived in Sarajevo at 
midday. The White House 
recalled Mr. Holbrooke from 
his new job as a Wall Street 
investment banker to rescue 
flagging Western efforts to 
dislodge Mr. Karadzic before 
Bosnia's first postwar elec- 
tions. 

‘1 would be misleading 
you if I said this trip was one 
we want to make.” Mr. 
Holbrooke said on arrival at 
Sarajevo airport 

“We're here because we're 
not satisfied with the degree 
of compliance on the part of 
the parties in the region with 
the Dayton (peace) agree- 
ment above all with attitudes 
of non- compliance by the 
Bosnian Serbs,” he said. 


Kuwait MPs say stateless, expats behind crime wave 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti 
lawmakers attacked the 
government on Tuesday 
over a rise in violent crime, 
saying it was doing little to 
stem armed robberies dri- 
ven by hunger among 
poverty-stricken stateless 
Arabs and jobless foreign- 
ers. 

Some members of parlia- 
ment called for more use of 
the death penalty and 
greater efforts to seize guns 
obtained by thousands of 
residents during Iraq's 
1990-91 occupation. 

Three men including a 
Kuwaiti were shot dead in 
armed robberies near banks 
and money exchange shops 
in the past month in the 
worst rash of criminal vio- 
lence since the occupation. 

The killings stunned 
many of the 1.8 milllion 


inhabitants of one of the 
world's wealthiest and 
most tranquil societies and 
followed a spate of armed 
robberies at petrol stations 
and the discovery of 
weapons caches in desen 
areas earlier this year. 

“We used to be proud that 
we could sleep at night in 
our houses with the doors 
left open and not worry. 
But now people are killed 
in broad daylight and our 
people are afraid to go to 
banks,” member of parlia- 
ment Mubarak Al 
Duwailah told the assem- 
bly. 

Some MPs said the main 
perpetrators appeared to be 
stateless Arabs whose 
struggle for jobs and civil 
rights are regarded by 
diplomats as Kuwait’s most 
pressing human rights 


problem and a potential 
cause of serious social 
unrest. 

Many among the 120,000 
stateless live on handouts 
from religious charities 
because their demands for 
citizenship, job and resi- 
dency rights are opposed 
by Kuwaiti authorities. 

Kuwait regards stateless 
people as illegal residents, 
though many bedoun fami- 
lies have lived in Kuwait 
for generations and several 
thousand serve in the 
police and armed forces. 

“Bedoun (stateless peo- 
ple) are going hungry. We 
must solve their problem," 
member of parliament 
Ahmad Shrei'an told a 
debate on security in the 
50-seat elected assembly, 
using the terra normally 
applied to stateless people. 


Deputy Speaker Saleh 
Fadallah said some among 
the mainly Asian 1.2 mil- 
lion foreigo community 
were also going hungry 
because they had been 
brought to Kuwait illegally 
on false promises of work 
and were unemployed. 

“What do you expect 
from people unemployed 
since (Kuwait's 1991 Gulf 
war) liberation?” he said. 

“Solve the problem of the 
bedouns and you will have 
a very peaceful community. 
As for the Asians, if we 
don't do anything for them, 
their situation will 
explode," he said. 

MPs also said the author- 
ities’ failure to arrest a 
handful of rich Kuwaitis 
who fled abroad in recent 
years after being accused 
of stealing tens of millions 


of dollars (dinars) in public 
funds had merely encour- 
aged people to tum to 
crime. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah replied by saying 
MPs could help respect for 
the law by refusing 
demands for favours from 
Kuwaitis accused of crimes 
seeking help in getting 
charges dropped. 

The government says 
bedouns, named from the 
Arabic "bedoun jinsiyya” 
(without nationality), are 
from neighbouring coun- 
tries, notably Iraq, and 
have hidden their nationali- 
ties to acquire Kuwaiti citi- 
zenship and the welfare 
benefits it brines. 
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Singapore cowboy 
arrested on 
freeway 

SINGAPORE (R) — A 
man dressed in cowboy 
gear was arrested as he gal- 
loped a stolen horse up a 
Singapore freeway at mid- 
night. the Singapore Straits 
Times reported Tuesday. 
The newspaper quoted the 
32-year-old unemployed 
man. who tried to escape 
police by galloping up the 
Pan Island Expressway, as 
telling them the horse was 
his and he was heading for 
neighbouring Malaysia. 
However, the paper said 
the unnamed man had sto- 
len the horse from the 
Singapore Polo Club, from 
which be had been fired 
two months ago. It said the 
man was charged and sent 
to a drug rehabilitation cen- 
tre after urine tests proved 
positive for drugs. 

Shoeless doctor 
soleless no more 

DHAKA (AFP) — The re- 
turn of the Aw ami League 
to power in Bangladesh 
prompted Tofazzal Hossain 
to wear shoes again, 21 
years after he abandoned 
them when the League was 
last in power. Hossain, a 
doctor, stopped wearing 
shoes as a sign of grief 
after Bangladesh's found- 
ing father. Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman, was killed along 
with most of his family in a 
1975 military' coup, the 
Bangladesh news agency 
(BSS) said. Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina Wajed, 
Rahman's daughter and the 
current League chief, pre- 
sented him with a new pair 
of shoes. The Awami 
League was returned to po- 
wer in last month's general 
elections. 

Thai police detain 
boy for rape of 
5-year-old 
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BANGKOK (R) — A 14- 
year-old boy has been 
detained on charges of rap- 
ing a five-year-old girl, 
police in a Bangkok suburb . t-H 
said Tuesday. The boy was hT*; rur4J .. 
arrested late Monday after 
the mother of the girl com- 
plained to police that her 
daughter had been assault- 
ed. The boy was being de- 
tained pending further in- 
vestigation of the case, po- 
lice said. The incident fol- 
lowed the rape and murder 
of a five-vear-old girl in a 
toilet at her Bangkok 
school earlier this month, 
in a case that shocked the 
country. A former convict, 
released from prison under 
a royal pardon in June, has 
been charged with murder 
and rape in the second case 
and was due to appear in 
court on Tuesday. 
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Cable snatchers 
paralyse town’s 
communications 

SOFIA. Bulgaria (AP) — 
Radio and telephone com- 
munications for the mili- 
tary and police in the main 
city near Bulgaria's border 
with Turkey were paral-jjj; 
ysed during the weekend ■ 
after thieves stole pan of a 
communications cable, re- 
ports said. A gang of 10 
stole about one metre of the 
cable before police arrived, 
the 24 Hours daily reported 

from Yambol. 300 kilome- 
tres (180 miles') south east 
of Sofia. The thieves — ■ 
identified as gypsies — 
escaped. For three hours, 
military units and police in 
the town of 100,000 — an 
important army base and 
regional capital of the 
province bordering Turkey 
— were left without com- 
munications, police said. 
Local radio stations also 
halted transmission be- 
cause the metal-encased 
cable connected them with 
a nearby communication 
tower. Thieves sell copper 
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Communications or elec 
fricity breakdowns have 
become common across 
Bulgaria following cable 
thefts. 
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